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2017 season: Hunter success mixed,
many cubs, challenging weather
By Victor Skinner

MARQUETTE – Most hunters are reporting a favorable 2017 bear
hunting season with a lot of larger bears and many sows with cubs,
despite warm weather that made dog hunting difficult in the early on.
“I think the season went well, but we don’t have good preliminary
data (yet) because we went to a new system this year,” Michigan
Department of Natural Resources bear specialist Kevin Swanson said.
“We had several bears I heard of registered over 400 pounds,” he
added. “There was lots of cubs, for sure, I heard that from just about
everybody.”
Swanson said a changeover to a computerized reporting system
delayed preliminary harvest data, which he plans on presenting at the
Michigan Bear Forum in December.
He said a strong growing season made for good blueberry production,
though a lack of other mast crops like acorns and black cherries likely
resulted in more bears visiting bait sites this year.
“It was a good growing season for blueberries, but oak, there wasn’t
too many acorns where I hunted for two years in a row now,” Swanson
said.
“The harvest should be a little higher than last year, but that’s an
educated guess more than anything,” he said. “Most hound hunters
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would agree the quota reductions we put in place in 2012 are increasing
the population, with more cubs on the landscape. I think most hunters
were satisfied.”
Folks who checked bears across the Upper Peninsula said hunters
seemed to have done well this year.
“It was up this year, but a lot of other check stations (in the area)
closed,” said Gloria, who checked 106 bears at Luckey’s Sport Shop
in Iron County. “I usually do from 75 to 85.”
“The ratio of males to females was pretty even,” she said. “The biggest
one I had come through so far was 433 pounds, dressed. I’ve had a
couple 300 pounds plus, dressed.”
Gloria said several hunters in the area reported a lot of sows with cubs.
“I had two hunters who saw sows with five cubs. They were two dif-

MBHA to focus on harvest, WI
houndsmen training in MI, and earlier
baiting at 2017 Bear Forum
By Victor Skinner

ST. IGNACE – Bear hunters, farmers, the U.S. Forest Service and
others who make up the Michigan Bear Forum will meet in St. Ignace
in December to discuss the 2017 harvest, an upcoming update to the
Michigan Bear Management Plan, and a variety of other issues and
research.
The 2017 meeting will take place on an off cycle year for bear regulations. Department of Natural Resources officials plan to discuss 2017
harvest statistics, an overview of long-term harvest data, population
estimates, research and season updates, as well as trend indicators for
each bear management unit, said Kevin Swanson, DNR bear specialist.
Swanson said the DNR converted to an electronic reporting system
for bears in 2017, which caused some complications, but he plans to
present the data from the harvest at the forum.
“I’m hoping we’ll have a better preliminary harvest and the trends
we’re seeing by BMU,” he said. “The review of harvest stats will be a
main part of the meeting.”
Swanson said the DNR will also solicit input on updating the state’s
...continued on page 12.

MBHA Director Sandy May hunted with her son Jamie Winkelman
in Grand Marais, where Winkelman took a boar after several long
days searching. It's their second successful hunt together, after May
took a bear five years ago.

...continued on page 8
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President's Message
Greetings fellow bear hunters, I hope everyone
had a safe and successful hunting season. It sure
was a hot September…hopefully you and your
hounds (if you hunt with them) made it through the
hot stretch OK. Where I hunt in the lower peninsula,
the baits were quite active, and the bears looked to
be fat and in great shape. I observed several sows
with three and four cubs each which is great for next
year!
Many people I talked with around the state seemed
generally satisfied with the bear season. The tag
reductions, that MBHA so strongly lobbied for back
in 2012, are bearing fruit. Now the challenge will be
to convince the DNR to stay the course and not let
MBHA President
the statewide harvest climb above 1500-1600 per
Tim Dusterwinkle
year. I believe that is the key to a vibrant and healthy
bear population. At the same time, we need to keep a close eye on nuisance
complaints and social carrying capacity, particularly in the Lower Peninsula.
In my opinion, if the DNR would allow earlier baiting, many of these nuisance
complaints would go away.
MBHA is preparing to participate in the DNR’s Bear Forum coming up December 16 in St. Ignace. This is a sort of midterm meeting, as bear regulations
will not be changed or modified until 2019, but this is still an important meeting.
My goal is to encourage the DNR to remain on the path of increasing the bear
population, and to maintain unanimity among the Forum members. I encourage
everyone to attend this meeting and let the DNR know your opinion regarding
bear management in Michigan.
We are also in the early stages of planning a new program where MBHA will
partner with colleges and tech centers to manufacture bear live traps. I would
like to see this program develop into an annual one and continue indefinitely.
MBHA would provide two traps per year to DNR field offices around the state.
This would allow the DNR to respond quickly to nuisance complaints and would
make traps readily available if they determine that is the best avenue. Look for
more details in the next issue of The Bear Facts.
If you were fortunate enough to tag a bear, be sure to enter it in MBHA’s Big
Bear contest. To enter the contest, contact Ron Potoczak at 517-851-7236.
The top three largest bears entered will be invited to the MBHA convention in
March to receive an award and have an opportunity to share their story.
Also, if you know a high school or college student, don’t forget to have them
apply for MBHA’s Bill Walker Scholarship by December 31. Again, this year,
MBHA will be awarding $4,000 in scholarships at our convention. I am proud of
our scholarship program; MBHA has awarded over $50,000 in scholarships since
its inception in 2002. You can download the application at www.mibearhunters.
org. There is also an application in this issue of The Bear Facts.
Speaking of the convention, next year we will be back at Treetops Resort
in Gaylord on March 17, 2018. Our speakers will be Denny Guerink, who is a
bear hunting guide in Russia, and Jim VanSteenhouse, who was attacked by a
grizzly 2 years ago and has a riveting and inspirational story and presentation.
We are also searching for convention prize donations. If anyone is interested
in donating, please contact Laura Patton at (231) 676-3029. Our convention
provides a significant portion of our financial income so it’s important we make
it a success. Look for more info and dinner ticket order forms in the next issue
of The Bear Facts.
We also have 2018 Warchest tickets available for sale now. There are over
$30,000 in prizes this year; we will be mailing out details and order forms shortly.
This is an important fundraiser for us, as it allows us to spend money to defend
our sport against the anti-hunters. This year we are again offering a $500
ticket-sellers-prize for those who wish to sell tickets and support our efforts. If
you would like some tickets, contact Brett Hopp at 989-710-1045. Please help
us continue to be leaders in defending our hunting rights!
Until next time, God bless, and happy hunting. m

www.facebook.com/mibearhunters

“Granola, Caramel,
Jelly, Frostings, Fillings,
30# Boxes of Candy, Etc.”
Check our website for prices!
Call for availability!

www.michiganbearbaitman.com
Not For Human Consumption
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Several hunters take massive bears
during 2017 season, some pushing 600 lbs
By Victor Skinner

CADILLAC – Numerous Michigan hunters took home very big bears in
2017, including several over 500 pounds and at least one that tipped the
scales at nearly 600.
The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources does not
record the weight
of checked bears,
though some check
stations provide
scales, but DNR
bear specialist Kevin
Swanson said “we
had several bear I
heard of … over 400
pounds.”
“There was one
in Escanaba that
Bill Thompson, of Ortonville, shot a 390-pound bear weighed 574 pounds,
in the Baldwin BMU with the help of MBHA member dressed,” he said.
Darren Kamphouse (holding Spike) and Keith
One of the biggest
Rozenveld (holding Twig and Coco).
bears taken this year
was featured in Michigan Outdoor News. Beaverton resident Greg Reimus shot a massive
bruin in Schoolcraft County on Sept. 11 with an estimated live weight of
about 600 pounds.
“We had him on a 550-pound scale, but it maxed out before his head was
off the ground,” Reimus told the news site, adding that the bear weighed
525 pounds, dressed.
Reimus said he had tracked the bear with trial cameras since 2010,
when he estimated it weighed about 280 pounds. After eight years he
drew a tag, and he took the bear with his .300 Winchester Magnum from
a stand over bait.
“I heard a branch break behind my blind 20 minutes earlier that may
have been the big bear circling me. Fortunately, he didn’t smell me,”
Reimus said. “All of a sudden, he was just there in front of me. I instantly
recognized him. When he turned broadside, I hit him through both lungs.
He ran right by my stand 10 yards away.”
Several large bears were also checked at McNeil’s Bar in Gould City,
where owner George Tremblay said “my biggest was a 600-pounder.”
“We had a couple of 400-pounders,” he said.
In the Baldwin unit, MBHA member Darren Kamphouse helped Ortonville
resident Bill Thompson take a large boar behind his hounds.
Thompson said he initially started out near Kalkaska over bait, but it didn’t
work out. He passed on a smaller bear from his tree stand, and decided to
move south for the second weekend with his focus on something bigger.
The hot weather, however, made things difficult.
“It made it tough for the dogs and I don’t think the bigger bears were
moving around very much,” Thompson said, adding that the group treed
several 125-225 pound bears. “I had my mind set on a bigger bear, so I
kept passing them up.”
On the third weekend, with temperatures near 90 degrees, he found
what he was looking for.
The crew picked up a large track around 6 a.m., and after sorting out
where he went from other tracks in the area, the dogs put the bruin up a
tree in a matter of minutes.
“When a bear is all balled up in a tree it’s hard to judge them, but I knew
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when I saw the bear walking into the woods 100 yards away that it was
the biggest bear we’d treed so far,” he said.
One bullet from Thompson’s .300 short mag and the bear “was dead
when he hit the ground,” he said.
A short 50-yard pull and it was a done deal.
“We put him up on the scale the first time and the rope broke, he was
so big,” Thompson said. “It was dressed, 390 pounds, so they figure it
was 450” live weight.
“The week before that, a guy in the same area shot a 550-pound bear,”
he said.
Thompson credited Kamphouse and his crew for the successful hunt.
“Darren and the guys busted their ass for me for three long weekends
to get a bear of a lifetime,” he said.
Dale Dewitt, of Caledonia, also downed a bear of a lifetime in the Baldwin
unit with the help of Kris Marcusse, Kamphouse’s friend.
Dewitt said he’d discussed a hunt with Marcusse, a neighbor at his
Cadillac area cabin, for years as he’s accumulated points for the Baldwin
BMU, and he made arrangements after he drew a tag in his 14th year.
“I was going to do my own thing and bait (my property) but I just don’t
have the time,” he said. “I decided I didn’t want to (attract) bear into my
property.”
The opening day of hound hunting, Marcusse had a large bear on a trail
camera around 6:30 a.m., and after calling in reinforcements the crew
released the dogs around 8 a.m., Dewitt said.
“The hunt was over pretty quick. Being a big bear like that, he didn’t run
very far,” he said. Marcusse “told me it would be a 300 plus pound bear.
He told me he’d be on the ground, but when we got within 50 yards of the
tree, it went up the tree.”
“The dogs ran it for a half hour at the most, but it took us longer to get
down in there, we had to go way around,” he said. “It was probably 600
to 700 yards down into … a swamp.”
“When I seen it up in the tree … I knew it was a big bear,” Dewitt said.
“Looking up and seeing the size of the head, it was huge.”
“I got a pretty good shot on it. It hit the ground and it was done,” he said.
“When it hit the ground, it sunk in the ground.”
“It took six guys four and a half hours to drag it out of there,” Dewitt
added. “It was one of the toughest things I’ve ever done.”
He said the bear ultimately tipped the scales at 474 pounds, dressed.
“Kris is saying live weight it would be like 550 pounds,” Dewitt said. “I’m
having it mounted, what they
consider a half-mount.”
He said it was a hunt he
won’t forget, and attributed
his success in large part to
Marcusse’s houndsmanship.
“Kris’ dogs, he’s got the most
well trained dogs I’ve ever
seen,” he said. “It was exciting,
it was awesome.”
The experience also highlighted how well some bears
are thriving in the Baldwin unit,
Dewitt said.
“We cut 140 pounds of fat
off that bear – two five gallon
buckets,” he said. “That’s probably why he didn’t want to run
very far.” m
Caledonia resident Dale Dewitt shot a
474-pound boar in the Baldwin BMU with
the help of Kris Marcusse's hounds.
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MBHA hosts two female lawmakers for
hound training sessions in 2017
By Victor Skinner

GAYLORD – The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is continuing to
make an impression in Lansing, most recently with two female lawmakers
who participated in a hound training session with MBHA Director Keith
Huff’s clan this summer.
In early August, Huff, along with MBHA Director Mike Proctor and their
families and friends guided Reps. Julie Alexander and Bronna Kahle on a
hound training session in the Red Oak Bear Management Unit, the latest
in a series of hound training runs with lawmakers in recent years aimed
at highlighting what hound hunting with bears is all about: family time in
Michigan’s outdoors, a close relationship with the dogs, and a commitment
to protect black bears for future generations.
Alexander, a Republican representative from Jackson, brought along
her 7-year-old granddaughter Addison and 23-year-old son Jared for the
Aug. 5 hunt near Gaylord, where the group also met up with Rep. Bronna
Kahle, another downstate Republican, to share the experience.
“The interesting thing was the day prior and the day after they treed a
bear in 30 minutes,” Alexander said. “But we spent 7 hours simply tracking” and never spotted a bear.
“There was no disappointment from us that we didn’t actually spot one,”
she said. “I think it just added to the excitement and desire to come back.”
Alexander said the group only found one bear track, but Huff’s hounds
left a big impression on her son, who returned home this summer after
serving 5 years in the U.S. Marines. Alexander’s farming family owns
several golden retrievers, but Jared’s time up north convinced him to bring
another breed into the fold, she said.
“My son went and bought a dog but he didn’t buy a golden retriever, he
bought a redbone hound-walker mix,” Alexander said. “He really enjoyed
working with the dogs.
“He’s an avid hunter, so they just kind of piqued his interest even more.”
The lawmaker said she was also impressed with the family dynamic on
the hunt, and the crew’s focus on keeping Addison engaged in the action.
“I liked that fact that my granddaughter, every time we got out of the
truck, she had a job – to keep the dogs quiet,” Alexander said. “What I
thoroughly enjoyed was to be able to travel along scenic northern Michigan
backwoods. It was absolutely beautiful and it gave me more respect for
the state land we have and own.”
The experience also left her with a fresh perspective for her work in
Lansing as lawmakers consider a variety of issues that could impact
houndmen and bear hunters, including efforts to regulate guides and
other potential regulations.
Alexander owns a pistol and holds a concealed weapons permit. She
comes from a hunting family, but “I don’t know that I’ve even been hunting
before” the trip with the MBHA, she said.
“It made a significant impact and impression because of the first-hand
experience,” Alexander said. “As legislators we create policy and become
decision-makers in a vast array of areas. Unfortunately, some of these
issues we have never had first-hand experience with or an in-depth
knowledge of prior to voting.
“By attending not only (the MBHA) conference but also chasing bears,
I think I became a better and more informed legislator,” she added. “If
we’re not knowledgeable on these issues, we’re not creating good policy.”
This year’s outing follows several others hosted by the MBHA, Michigan
Hunting Dog Federation and U.P. Bear Houndsmen that have drawn over
a half-dozen lawmakers into Michigan’s bear country.

Michigan state Rep. Bronna Kahle (left) and Rep. Julie Alexander (right)
met up with MBHA Director Keith Huff's hunting crew for a hound training
run near Gaylord this summer.

Michigan state Rep. Triston Cole and his family were among the first to
participate in the outings three years ago, and he’s since played an important role in recruiting other legislators from both political parties to come
out. His family has also carried on the bear hunting tradition, most recently
with Cole’s daughter taking a bear behind Huff’s hounds this September.
“If it wasn’t for people like Triston … we might not get to experience
something like this,” Alexander said.
Cole believes the MBHA’s outreach to lawmakers is “creating some
friendships that will last a lifetime.”
“I’ve been invited to work with (MBHA members) to get more legislators out for three years now, and the impact these relationships have …
has been phenomenal when talking about bear hunting and hunting with
hounds in Michigan,” he said.
“Absolutely without a question it changes the perception of bear hunting
with hounds and I would strongly encourage folks to invite their legislators
to join them,” Cole added. “A personal invitation goes a long way.
“Any time we can get folks out enjoying our natural resources, that’s a
big win for everyone,” he said.
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle agrees, and said he plans to continue
the MBHA’s outings with lawmakers for years to come.
“I think this whole taking lawmakers for training runs in the summer time
has been one of the more productive things we’ve done over the last few
years,” he said. “It’s developing relationships with these people who don’t
necessarily understand bear hunting and now they have an understanding
of the sport.
“It’s really paid off.”
Dusterwinkle also commended Cole for helping to recruit his colleagues
to come out.
“Triston Cole has really emerged as a champion for us in the legislature.
He himself has taken people up to Gaylord and been really instrumental
in the success of the program,” he said. “Overall, it’s been great and we
want to expand it and do more of it.” m
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Lake City Feeds

Totes of Granola & Other Bear Baits
Delivering premium dog food statewide by the ton.
THE PRIDE and HI-STANDARD brand dog food.
These are meat based high quality feeds
formulated for hunters and breeders.

Full line of dog vaccines, wormers, dog supplies, Bog Boots,
a good supply of Garmin, Astros, and accessories at the very
best prices. Trade-ins considered on Garmin Equipment.
We have two locations to serve you better!
Palms, MI
Lake City, MI
Shelly (810) 837-0119
Paul (989) 551-1609
Like us on Facebook@LakeCityFeed&Seed

BEAR FEED
Ratajczak Farms

2193 Wolfe Rd., Standish, MI 48658
3 miles north of Standish, just off of US-23

Flavors may include: Icings, Sweet Fillings, Honey, Fruit Syrups,
Granola and Candies. (Some varieties are limited)
Container sizes include: Barrels, Assorted sizes of boxed bags,
Assorted sizes of pails & Tote Boxes (Granola)
Curt, Melissa @ 989-846-7284 or cell # Chris @ 989-329-3354

Feedmibear.com

Bring this ad with you for 10% off an order. (excludes granola)
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Thank you to our Donors!
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Friday March 17, 2017– Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom North
Sponsored by Newberry Motors
7:00pm—12:00am

Cliff & Maria
Team
Fix
Anderson

Guns
Team Fix
Gaylord Vet
Clinic

Roy and Sons
Saturday March 18, 2017– Kids Program and Pizza Party
12:00pm-2:30pm
Free for kids 14 and under. DNR Educational
Programs and Craft Project
Organized by Hannah Huff and Ed Shaw
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FiveCenter
Point
10:00am-12:00pm
Convention
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dise, membership, and various vendors.
The Sides Family
12:00pm-12:15pm
Opening/Blitz Raffle
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Kevin Swanson,
DNR Bear and wolf specialist will
Sherwood Auction
Service
give an update for 2017-2018 bear regulations.
1:00pm-1:10pm
Blitz Raffle
1:15pm-2:45pm
Clay Newcomb, Bear Hunting Magazine– Introduction of
the MBHA produced video ‘Defending Traditions’,
followed by highlights of exciting bear hunts from across
North America.
2:45pm-3:00pm
Blitz Raffle
3:00pm-4:30pm
Break
4:30pm-5:15pm
Cocktail Time with Raffles, Merchandise and Games
5:15pm-5:30pm
Blitz Raffle
5:30pm-5:45pm
Convention Welcoming
- Rep. Triston Cole
Antrim
5:45pm-6:00pm
Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle
Bear Bistro Buffet Dinner Outdoors
6:00pm-7:00pm
7:00pm-7:15pm
Blitz Raffle
7:15pm-7:40pm
Dan Eichinger, MUCC- Protecting Michigan’s
Hunting and Fishing heritage.
7:40pm-8:30pm
Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship,
Big Bear Award,
8:30pm-8:45pm
Blitz Raffle
8:45pm-9:15pm
Auction
9:15pm-10:30pm
In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings
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Card Games and Auction Items

Sherwood Auction
Service
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Kwapis Outdoor

Bear Rug Taxidermy
Donated by: Rugs by Nancy

Barn wood furniture
Donated by: Bill Sutherland
Cowboy’s Barnwood Creations

Mike and Rita
Campfire Grill
Cedar chair
LaForge
Antrim
Donated by: Call of the Yooper
Donated by: Tyler’s Creations
Bear Bistro
Outdoors

Handmade Furniture
4-hole rigging dogbox
Donated by: Sides Family Keith and
Donated
by: F&T
Trading Post
Elissa
Shafer

Kwapis Outdoor

Mike and Rita
LaForge
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Handmade Furniture
Donated by: Claude Huff hunters

Tri-Tronics Pro-70
Donated by: Double U Hunting
Supply

Ruger 10/22 Takedown

Handmade quilt and 2 pillows

Hand made Table
Donated by: Ron LaForge

2018 Spring or Fall Manitoba bear
Hunt. $3500 Value.
Donated by: Agassiz Outfitters

Bear Rug Taxidermy
Donated by: Jay Brink Taxidermy

Trijicon Scope
Donated by: Trijicon

McLean’s Hardware
Donated by:
Donated by: Ron LaForge
Rusty and
Cindy HuffAuction
Sherwood
Cliff andMI
Maria Anderson
Kalkaska,

Service

Elisa Kwapis
Live Auction

Education Outdoors

Official Car Dealership of the 2017 MBHA Convention:

SherwoodShafer
Auction Service
Keith
and
Elissa
Family of Buck

Elisa Kwapis

Leftover $10 & $20 card game prizes will be auctioned .

Bear Hounds
Tyler’s Creations

Blitz Raffles

Family of Buck
Bear Hounds

McLean’s Hardware
Kalkaska, MI

Each blitz raffle will offer 3 prizes. The first blitz winner will be
able to pick one of the 3 prizes offered. Each blitz raffle winner
thereafter will be able to pick a prize from the 3 new prizes in
that blitz, or any of the previously offered unselected prizes.
Clinic
If you purchased a blitz ticket and didn’t win, thatCollar
means
you
have a second chance to win. Simply write your name on the
back of the ticket and place in the container on the table with
the blitz prizes. At the end of the night, a bonus blitz
raffle winner will be selected from these tickets.

Rusty and Cindy Huff

Collar Clinic

For updates on Events, Raffles, MBHA Apparel, Memberships, News & More — visit our website!

www.mibearhunters.org

The Bear Facts • DECember 2017

•8•

2017 Season
continued from page 1...

ferent sows – one with white on her and another without,” she said.
“There were lots of sows with three cubs or two cubs.”
The number of bears registered at McNeil’s Bar in Gould City was
also up over last year, owner George Tremblay said.
“I think it was a pretty good season, better than last year,” he said.
Employees checked 45 bears with days left in the season this year,
compared to 39 total in 2016.
“There were definitely bigger bears,” Tremblay said. “The biggest was
a 600-pound bear. We had a couple of 400-pounders.”
Tremblay added that some hunters reported problems with wolves
defecating on bait piles, and many mentioned coming across cubs.
“There’s a lot of sows with cubs,” he said. “There was a lot of big sows.”
At Kurt’s Korner in Pelkie, Patty Paavola also checked more bears
and larger bears than last year.
“My biggest was 446 pounds. I had a few in the 300- to 350-pound
range, … a lot of bigger bear than I normally see,” she said. “I didn’t
see a lot of little bears, at all.”
Wet weather during part of the season hindered hound hunters,
Paavola said, though she checked at least 43 bears this year, compared
to about 34 in 2016.
“The weather sucked. It was just so wet the dogs couldn’t pick up
scent,” she said. “I got a lot of bait hunters the first week, then it slowed
down for a few weeks when the hound hunters usually come in, then
it picked back up later in the season.”
Several hunters also reported sows with cubs, some with triplets. In
general, it seemed like a productive season with many larger bears,
Paavola said.
“I couldn’t believe the bear I seen,” she said.
U.P. Bear Houndsmen President Joe Hudson said the Carney and
Gwinn bear management units were slow going this year.
“There were pockets of bears. We had one big boar on all our baits,”
he said. “Other than that, we targeted bear coming into the area to den.”
“The baits just weren’t getting hit,” Hudson said.
Others in the area reported a similar situation, he said.
“I checked around to a couple of check stations and bear numbers
are down,” Hudson said. “In our whole area, I talked to people from
Stevenson to Ralph, and the baits shut right down.”
Regardless, Hudson said his crew took bears this year, but “we
covered a lot more area than we ever did before.”
“We got so much rain here and our bears hit the heavy swamps,” he
said. “They for sure denned really early this year.”
On a positive note, Hudson said he did come across sows with cubs
during the 2017 season, the first time in six years.
MBHA Director Sandy May said she spent a week hunting with her
son Jamie Winkelman in the Newberry Bear Management Unit near
Grand Marais, where Winkelman took a boar after several long tiring
days searching for bears.
“For a lot of the season it was just us,” May said, adding that her
cousin Jeff Halpin of Lewiston joined them after a couple of days.
“There was not a ton of bears up there at all. We worked our butts off
finding a track.”
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May said it was the second successful hunt with her son after she
took a bear with him about five years ago.
The Lower Peninsula also produced mixed results.
At Adrian’s Sport Shop in Presque Isle County, owner John Corzine
said registration numbers were “roughly the same” as last year, with
many hunters hauling in smaller bears.
“A few people saw a sow with cubs, not many,” he said. “A couple
had pictures of sows with cubs on their cameras.”
Corzine said the biggest bear checked at the shop weighed about
380 to 400 pounds.
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle and Director Ernie Evans hunted
the southern half of the Baldwin BMU, where they found several bears
and took two, one for DNR Biologist Pete Kailing and another with a
hunter from Reed City.
“It was a good season, we didn’t have any trouble finding bears,”
Dusterwinkle said. “But I would say it was not good hunting weather.”
“It was really hot and dry in September. I didn’t notice any acorns
and the berries were all dried up,” he said. “The baits were getting hit
pretty good.”
Dusterwinkle said his baits showed reproduction is going well in the
Baldwin unit, though he’s somewhat concerned about the DNR’s move
to increase licenses in the unit from 80 last year to 155 for 2017.
“One of my baits had a sow and four cubs and another two baits had
a sow and three cubs and they weren’t the same ones,” he said. “I’m
encouraged by it.
“I still think the DNR over-reacted a bit by almost doubling the tags
in the Baldwin unit, but I’m still encouraged by the number of bears. I
think things are still moving in the right direction.”
MBHA member Darren Kamphouse, of McBain, said it was a similar
deal in the northern Baldwin unit.
“We treed nine that week and killed three,” Kamphouse said. “I think
the weather was so warm the bears were sitting on a food source and
not moving much.”
“The beechnuts were really good. Two bear we killed were full of
corn, so they’d been in the corn fields,” he said.
Kamphouse said he knows of three or four big bear that were taken in
the Baldwin unit in 2017, as well as one his crew took west of Cadillac
that weighed in at 390 pounds, dressed.
Kamphouse also noticed a lot of reproduction.
“We had 20 cubs on baits this year, that’s the most I’d ever seen,”
he said. “We were feeding at least seven different sows with cubs.”
“I think the bear population is pretty steady, but we’ll see in the next
few years.”
Cadillac resident Kris Marcusse also hunted the Baldwin unit, where
he helped to take a bruiser that weighed in at 464 pounds, dressed.
“It was 80 to 85 degrees almost every day, so that really put a damper
on putting the dogs to work,” he said. “Instead of being able to spend
all day hunting, you were done by 10 or 11 because it was so hard
on the dogs.”
Despite the heat, there were plenty of bears, and a lot of young
bears, he said.
“More than I’ve ever seen, even before we could start baiting,” Marcusse said. “It was common to see two, three, sometimes four cubs
with a sow.” m
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MBHA Pres. Tim Dusterwinkle hosts
DNR biologist for successful hound
hunt in Baldwin BMU
By Victor Skinner
CADILLAC – Michigan Department of Natural Resources biologist Pete
Kailing waited 14 years to draw a permit for the Baldwin Bear Management
Unit, and this year his persistence paid off.
Kailing, who conducts research from the Paris field office on bears and
other wildlife across Mecosta, Newaygo, and Oceana counties, said he
started the season by setting up baits close to his home, but he couldn’t find
what he wanted.
“There were multiple bears, none during the daylight,” he said.
So Kailing changed tactics.
“I tried a predator call with a distressed fawn,” Kailing said. “I got no response at all.”
There was also “a heat wave and it shut bears down,” he said.
With time ticking on the short season, Kailing decided to call in reinforcements from Michigan Bear Hunters Association President Tim Dusterwinkle,
whom he’d met through the group’s work.
“He’s helped us with researching bears in the past,” Kailing said.
“He called me a few days into the season and said his baits had been taken
over by sows and cubs and asked if I could take him,” Dusterwinkle said. “We
were fortunate enough to get him (a bear) the next day.”
Dusterwinkle, MBHA Director Ernie Evans, and member Joe Mondrella met
up with Kailing early the next day and released dogs around daylight. The
hounds chased for a couple of hours before putting a bear up a tree.
“After a couple of hours of looking around, driving and working, … we couldn’t
find anything,” Kailing said.
The dogs were getting hot as the weather warmed up and some were back
in the truck, he said, but at least one dog was determined to find what he
came for.
“Thumper wouldn’t come. They walked in and it looked like he was working
something, so they let a second dog loose,” Kailing said. “I’m hearing it over
talk on the radio.”
Minutes later, the dogs treed a bear in a dense swamp and Kailing hiked in
about a half mile to meet up.
“I was really intrigued by the collars, they’re so sophisticated,” he said. “I
was really hoofing it through the swamp, so it was a good aerobic workout.”
“There was a large bear pretty high up a sugar maple tree in the swamp
bottom,” Kailing said, adding that he quickly decided to take his shot. “She
turned out to be a big sow – 262 pounds, dressed.”
With temperatures on the rise, the crew had little time to waste before
hauling it out.
“I think we had the thing treed by 10 or so in the morning but it was getting
close to 80 degrees,” Dusterwinkle said. “Luckily there was a lake there we
could put the bear in to cool it off.
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Mike Curtain
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Canada

DNR biologist Pete Kailing poses with a bear he harvested with the help of
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle's hunting crew near Cadillac.

“It wasn’t that far, maybe a half mile, but it was really thick and nasty and it
was a decent sized bear,” he said. “It was enough work for me, but luckily we
had some big boys there to help.”
Kailing said the experience taught him bears are “greasy, heavy and expensive when they’re dead.” The bear is now at a taxidermist to become a rug.
The hunt itself “was exciting,” he said. “I didn’t know what to expect. Tim
is very experienced, he loves his dogs and has … good connections with
local guys.”
Kailing also gained some perspective on hunting with hounds versus the
other methods he tried.
“When you’re baiting or on a predator call you don’t know if there’s a bear
… 20 feet away,” he said. “With the hounds, you’re trusting the quality of the
dogs – are they chasing a bear or a deer.”
“It’s a lot of work to get your dogs trained and keep them safe,” he said.
Dusterwinkle said he was glad to see Kailing take a bear despite the hot
weather.
“It was hot and he was absolutely worn out,” he said. “I think he had a good
time and got a new appreciation for hunting with dogs.”
The successful hunt is another bonus for the MBHA and it’s focus on cultivating relationships with the folks who help manage the state’s bears.
Kailing offers suggestions “for bear regulations in west central Michigan, so
he’s just a good guy to get to know,” Dusterwinkle said. m
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Bear Forum
continued from page 1...

Bear Management Plan, last reviewed in 2008, with new data from bear
research, statistics on human-bear conflicts, and other information.
DNR officials will also look at strategic guidance in the plan aimed at
minimizing conflicts while maximizing benefits.
The Bear Management Plan also covers the make-up of BMUs,
season starts, public outreach to increase social tolerance and other
issues, Swanson said.
“There will be a lot of things thrown around,” he said.
The Bear Forum is also expected to hear from a new Michigan Commercial Beekeepers Association, formed this summer over concerns
about bear damage to bee hives across northern Michigan, a problem
the group alleges is getting worse each year.
“I’ve invited the Michigan Commercial Beekeepers to be part of the
forum,” Swanson said. “I’m hoping they’ll participate.”
Michigan Bear Hunters Association President Tim Dusterwinkle noted
that “no regulations are going to be decided at this meeting, but there’s
some issues and topics we’re going to tackle.”
The MBHA’s overarching goal, he said, is to unite the members of the
Bear Forum behind maintaining a healthy bear population.
“We really believe that the tag cuts that were put in place in 2012 are
bearing fruit,” Dusterwinkle said. “I really believe we’re seeing a rebound
in the population and my focus is going to be to work for unanimity again
about how we want to see a healthy, vibrant population.
“My focus is maintaining what we have and in some areas increasing
bear numbers,” he said.
Other important topics include license transfers, Wisconsin residents
during the training season, and earlier baiting, Dusterwinkle said.
“We want to make the transfer of tags easier, to transfer to youth,” he
said. “The DNR is going to look into streamlining the process.”
The MBHA would also “like to see the training season opened up to
residents of Wisconsin,” he said. “We can train dogs in Wisconsin in
the summer, but they can’t come here.”
Dusterwinkle said the MBHA would prefer to start baiting at the start
of the training season, like in Wisconsin, and he plans to offer a compromise to DNR officials who have resisted the idea over concerns
about the risk of increased wolf-dog conflicts.
“I really want the start of baiting season to open when dog training
season opens,” he said. “I really think that will help with nuisance
complaints, too.”
“I’d love to see it statewide, but the reason the (DNR) won’t allow it is
because of wolf-dog conflicts,” Dusterwinkle said. Instead, the MBHA
will advocate for opening baiting for the training season in the Lower
Peninsula only, where there are no wolves.
“The majority of the nuisance complaints are in the northern lower
anyway,” he said.
Joe Hudson, president of the U.P. Bear Houndsmen, will also focus
on growing the bear population and opposing future license increases,
as well as earlier baiting, he said.
“Every year they talk about nuisance bears,” Hudson said. “I know for
a fact if we could bait the bears earlier, there would be less complaints.”
Hudson believes the current Michigan Bear Management Plan is
well researched and comprehensive, and doesn’t think it needs any
major changes.
“If they went by that bear management plan, we wouldn’t have any
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problems,” he said. “That plan is a good plan. We worked hard on it,
all the groups.”
Dusterwinkle agrees.
“I think the last five years I’ve been really happy with the way the
department has responded to our concerns. We’re riding the scientific
management horse and I think that’s what we need to do,” he said.
“Overall, I’m satisfied with the plan the way it is, too.”
Michigan United Conservation Clubs Deputy Director Amy Trotter
said she’ll attend the Dec. 16 forum to see “how the season went, and
the preliminary harvest numbers.” MUCC is also interested in any law
enforcement issues related to a ban on chocolate in bear bait that went
into effect this year.
“I’d like to know if there’s been any law enforcement action …,” Trotter
said. “The other thing is the newest policy resolution on bear hunting
that was approved at our convention, and that’s using bait barrels on
public lands.”
“Last year we opposed it, now we support it with carefully crafted
legislation,” she said. “I don’t know the opinions of the other stakeholders on that.”
Trotter said the potential for bait barrels to help minimize wolf-dog
conflicts near bait sites was a major driver for MUCC’s support.
“The reason it was adopted at the convention … is a wolf deterrent, to
reduce wolf habituation to bait sites. It was actually a recommendation
to the (DNR’s) Wolf Roundtable,” she said.
MUCC wants to explore whether “we can strengthen a regulation
that reduces some of the concerns from (the DNR) law enforcement
division and forestry division,” Trotter said, though she acknowledged
that previous discussions proved the issue is somewhat divisive.
“I think people are tired of the issue after the controversy last year,”
she said. “Really it’s a wolf deterrent … I don’t know if that changes
things. It’s a different discussion with a different head count.”
DNR law enforcement officials have expressed concerns in the past
about hunters leaving the barrels behind, identifying who they belong
to, and ensuring they’re complying with the law.
The metal barrels would use small holes to allow bears to shake food
out, while preventing wolves from accessing the bait.
Dusterwinkle said the MBHA initially backed the idea, but has since
tabled the issue after receiving feedback from members both for and
against.
“It’s a divisive issue and I was taken aback by the resistance,” he
said. “We don’t really have a position on the barrels currently.” m
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UP Bear Houndsmen host DNR wildlife chief Russ Mason for
13 year old son Benjamin’s first bear

“Benjamin hit the bear and it fell out of the tree and rolled,” taking off
HERMANSVILLE – Benjamin Mason decided this spring that he’d with the dogs on its tail, Mason said. “Next thing I know, Benjamin is
like to hunt a bear, so his father discussed the idea with Joe Hudson, chasing the dogs.”
president of the U.P. Bear Houndsmen.
They caught up with the dogs and the bear about 70 yards away,
Michigan Department of Natural Resources wildlife chief Russ Mason where they found the bear dead with a shot through both lungs, Hudsaid he “talked with Joe, and he said, ‘let’s put in for the third hunt in son said.
Carney.”
“It was impressive …,” Mason said. “Benjamin did really well, better
A few months later, the
than some adults would have in
13-year-old drew a tag and
the same circumstances.”
Mason reconnected with
“When I got in there my first
Hudson to set up the hunt
thought was catch dogs,” Hudfor the Oct. 6-8 weekend.
son said. “Then all of a sudden
The two stayed with Joe and
it was ‘it’s coming down.’”
Nancy Hudson and hunted
“They had no idea he was goalongside Gary Sexton, a
ing to shoot,” he said. “I turned
friend of Joe’s from Escanaa couple of dogs in right away,
ba, and Jona Place, another
because I didn’t know if he was
buddy from Wisconsin.
hit or not. It ended up he made
The crew headed out the
a perfect shot, right behind the
first day despite bad weather
shoulders, both lungs.
and the result was predict“It was a good, fun hunt.”
able.
Mason and Benjamin agreed.
“The first day was pouring
“It was lots of action and lots
rain,” Hudson said. “We tried
of fun,” Mason said. “We had
anyway, but nothing was
a wonderful time and Benjamin
happening.”
got his bear. Everything it should
The next day was a differhave been it was.
ent story.
“Joe and Nancy were spec“The next day … was beautacular hosts,” he said.
tiful and we had one bait
Benjamin said he was focused
hit,” Hudson said. “A red hot
on only thing as the bear came
strike.”
crashing down on top of him: “I
“We went to the very first
better hurry up and shoot it.”
bait and … sure enough, it’d
The seventh-grader said he’s
DNR wildlife chief Russ Mason's 13-year-old son Benjamin poses with UP Bear
been hit,” Mason said.
hunted deer, taken multiple
Houndsmen President Joe Hudson (left) during the third hunt in the Carney BMU.
Hudson released dogs and
turkeys, and spent time pursuthe chase was on, but the bear
ing ducks, geese and other waterfowl, but hunting bears with hounds
was running close to private property and the team was working hard was “something new.”
to keep it from crossing.
“I thought it was a whole lot better than deer hunting, because we
“I said, ‘whatever we do we have to turn the bear back from the can actually move and do things,” he said.
road,’” Hudson said.
Mason said the more action-oriented hunt appealed to him, as well.
“We spent about 45 minutes running around on two tracks, trying to
“The dogs and the chase are exciting and interesting to me because
keep the bear in the area,” Mason said.
I like … to move when I hunt,” he said. “For me and Benjamin it was
It didn’t take long before it was up a tree.
great.”
“Benjamin and I and the guy I was with walked in 400 yards, through
Hudson also spoke highly of his guests, and said he enjoyed getting
a hemlock swamp,” Mason said.
to know the guy who oversees all of the state’s wildlife programs.
When they arrived at the tree, the dogs were going crazy and the
“We all had a good time,” he said. Benjamin “was a gracious guest.
bear was nervous. Mason spotted a white star on the bear’s chest, He was a nice young man, and willing to help with anything he can.
and pointed it out to Benjamin.
“He was fun, we could tease him and he took it good,” Hudson said.
“I said, ‘shoot him there,’” Mason said.
As the crew dragged the bear out, Hudson said the day ended with
Seconds later, it was mayhem.
a unique encounter that capped off a productive day.
“The bear came down the tree like a fire pole, breaking off branches on
“We were dragging this bear out and stopped to rest and 30 yards
the way down,” Mason said. “It was about 15 feet off the ground, and I behind us was a buck following us on the trail,” he said. “He was just
was about to grab (Benjamin) and he just picked up and shot this bear.” curious about what was going on.” m
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Deadlines approaching for MBHA Scholarships and Big Bear Awards
The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is encouraging members
to invite high school and college students to apply for the organization’s annual MBHA/Bill Walker Scholarship.
Since 2002, the first year of the scholarship program, 70 students
have received over $50,000 from the MBHA to help pay for their
college tuition. The scholarship is named after longtime leader and
former MBHA president Bill Walker, who is now retired in Arizona.
The scholarships are open to anyone with a grade point average of 2.0 or better and winners are announced at the MBHA’s
March convention. The annual scholarship budget is $4,000 and
is distributed in amounts determined by the MBHA’s scholarship
committee. The MBHA donates the funds directly to the college or

technical institution.
The MBHA is also soliciting entries for its annual Big Bear Contest,
with the three largest dressed bears recognized with an award at
the 2017 convention. Entrants need not be MBHA members, but
must submit the dressed weight of their legally tagged and registered
bear, as well as a photo of the successful hunter with their harvest.
To enter, hunters can submit their name, the animal’s dressed
weight, and photo to MBHA Director Ron Potoczak, 6563 Winterset, Alger, Michigan, 48610.
Both the scholarship applications and big bear entries must be
received no later than December 31, 2017.

MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2017

I. Administration Information
Social Security Number:_________________________

Date of Birth:__________________________________

First Name:_________________________ MI:______ 	Last:__________________________________________
Home Address:________________________________________________________________________________
City:______________________________ State:_______________________
Home Phone Number: (__________)_______________

Zip Code:__________________

Email Address:_________________________________

Secondary School Name:________________________________________________________________________
Accounting Department Address:__________________________________________________________________
City:______________________________ State:_______________________
School Phone Number:__________________________

Zip Code:__________________

Student Account Number:_________________________

II. Career Information
Name of College/Technical Institute:_______________________________________________________________
Major/Vocation:_______________________________________________________________________________

III. MBHA Information
(You do not need to be a member of MBHA)
Approximate starting date of MBHA membership:____________________________________________________
Dependent of a MBHA member/relationship to the member:____________________________________________
Members Name:_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: (__________)____________________________________________________________________
Approximate starting date of MBHA membership:____________________________________________________

...continued on page 15
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MBHA/Bill Walker - Scholarship Application
Application Deadline: December 31, 2011

IV. Academic Information
Submit an official transcript.
To be official: The high school transcript must be an original document that includes the high school seal or
the signature of a high school official. The college or technical institute transcript must be printed on security
sensitive paper and contain the university seal and the signature of the university registrar. Copies or computer
print-outs will not be accepted as OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS.

V. Narrative
Attach a one page narrative - no more than 300 words - in response to each of the following questions:
• What are your views on hunting and on natural resources?
• What are your career aspirations?

Vi. Recommendations
To assist the MBHA scholarship board in the selection of scholarship recipients, please provide two written recommendations. Letters of recommendation must be dated after Jan. 14, 2017.

Certification
I certify that all information contained in this nomination form is true and factual. I agree that MBHA may use my
name and likeness and any other information or materials provided by me in connection to this organization for purposes
of news, publicity and advertising mail media, including but not limited to, print and electronic media and Internet
web-sites.
Signature of Applicant:_________________________________________________________________________

Submit the following unfolded in a manila envelope:
1. Scholarship Application Form
2. Complete Narrative
3. Two Letters of Recommendation
4. Official High School or College/Technical Institute Transcript
• Individual must have a G.P.A. of 2.0 or better.
• Mail Application to: Saundra May, 565 East Sheldon Street, Gaylord, MI 49735. (Please call 248-854-6273 with
any questions prior to submission date.)
• Successful recipients will receive a single one-time scholarship and will be asked to attend our annual convention
in March. Recipient will receive a free ticket to the convention and banquet.
• Scholarship money may be used only to attend a college or technical institute. MBHA sends all award money
directly to the institution.
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CONSERVATION ROUNDUP
Arizona cats
Arizonans for Wildlife, a front group for the Human Society of the
United States, is now circulating a petition for a ballot proposal in 2018
to ban mountain lion and bobcat hunting in the Grand Canyon State.
The group is working to collect 150,642 signatures by July 5, 2018 to
qualify for the November ballot and they’re making the usual outlandish
claims to justify their cause. Anti-hunters contend “each year thousands
of mountain lions and bobcats are killed in Arizona,” without providing
any context to the claim.
An editorial in the Arizona Daily Sun points out that hunters harvest
about 250 mountain lion per year out of a stable population of roughly
2,700. About 2,000 bobcats are killed by hunters, and another 1,000
by trappers on private land each year, which is about 4 percent of the
state’s population of 65,000.
According to the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, “The language filed by the
anti-hunting group would remove mountain lions and bobcats from the
state’s list of huntable species. Under the proposed language, mountain
lions and bobcats, along with jaguars, ocelots and lynx, would be called
‘wild cats,’ and be prohibited from hunting or trapping.”
Most mountain lions and bobcats in Arizona are hunted with hounds.
The proposal would block the Arizona Fish and Game Department
from managing mountain lions and bobcats, which could lead to serious
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problems with human conflicts, lifestock losses, and heavy predation
on the state’s iconic bighorn sheep.
USSA points out that the initiative is only the latest anti-hunting ballot
proposal bankrolled by HSUS. Previous proposals aimed to hunting
for mountain lion, black bear, bobcat, lynx, and mourning doves in
numerous states, from Maine to California.
“They may be hiding behind the name ‘Arizonans for Wildlife,’ but
voters need to know that this issue is being run by an organization that
opposes all hunting,” HSUS’ Evan Heusinkveld said. “This issue puts
people at risk, will harm other wildlife species, and cause increases in
losses for farmers and ranchers.”
Former MBHA Director Bill Walker, who retired to Arizona, said he
has seen very little about the proposal in the media so far.

National Wildlife Refuges

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced in November that
it’s expanding hunting and fishing opportunities at 10 national wildlife
refuges across the nation, a move that will open up 132,000 acres for
sportsmen.
The change will expand bird upland game and big game hunting at
the Savannah National Wildlife Refuge in Georgia and South Carolina.
The Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge in Indiana will see more
migratory bird hunting, upland game hunting and big game hunting,
as well as more fishing opportunities, according to USSA.
Bird, upland game and big game hunting opportunities were also
expanded at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in Minnesota, and the USFWS will open the Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge
and Upper Souris National Wildlife Refuge in North Dakota to moose
hunting for the first time. The Upper Souris refuge will also open to
turkey hunting for the first time. In Oklahoma, the Sequoyah National
Wildlife Refuge will add upland and big game hunting opportunities,
while Oregon’s Baskett Slough National Wildlife Refuge will expand
bird hunting. The Siletz Bay National Wildlife Refuge, also in Oregon,
will open to fishing for the first time.
Wisconsin’s Fox River National Wildlife Refuge will expand big game
hunting opportunities, while the Horicon National Wildlife Refuge will
expand bird, upland game and big game hunting, as well.

African Elephants and Lions

507 South Otsego, Gaylord, MI 49734

800-292-3941 • 989-732-2451
Kevin Johnson, Owner
www.johnsonspropane.com

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lifted an Obama-era ban on biggame hunting in Zimbabwe and Zambia in mid-November, only to have
President Trump block the move days later.
The Obama administration in 2014 banned so-called big game trophy
hunting in Zimbabwe and Zambia by making it illegal to import the
remains of endangered elephants, lions and other species. The Trump
administration lifted the ban on elephant and lion imports in November,
but President Trump temporarily blocked the decision under pressure
from anti-hunters, The Washington Post reports.
“Big-game trophy decision will be announced next week but will be
very hard pressed to change my mind that this horror show in any way
helps conservation of elephants or any other animal,” Trump wrote
on Twitter.
“Put big game trophy decision on hold until such time as I review all
conservation facts,” he wrote. “Under study for years. Will update soon
with (Interior) Secretary (Ryan) Zinke. Thank You!” . m
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Adult T-Shirts
Adult Crew Sweatshirts
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Adult Small to 2XL = $12.00
3XL to 4XL = $17.00
Small to 2XL = $25.00
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Adult Hooded Sweatshirts
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Small to 2XL = $30.00
3XL = $35.00
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Small to XL = $35.00 2XL-3XL = $40.00
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Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt: Small to XL = $70.00 2XL-3XL = $80.00
Black or Grey Only – Small to 2XL = $40.00
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Hooded Sweatshirts - Sizes XS to XL = $25.00
Stainless Steel Coffee Mug with Black Grip = $10.00
Dog Logo or State Logo Patch = $5.00**
Dog Logo or State Logo Decal = $2.00 **(specify inside or outside)
MBHA Memories Book = $10.00
State Logo License Plate = $7.00
2011 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2012 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2013 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2014 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2015 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2016 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**

ON-LINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE - go to www.mibearhunters.org
Click on Merchandise Tab for more details - Free Shipping on Patches/Decals Not Available On-Line

ORDER FORM
Item

Logo*

Color

Size

*Please indicate Dog Logo or State Logo

Quantity

Please list alternate colors here__________________ - Look On-Line for Color Availability at www.mibearhunters.org
6% Michigan State Sales Tax is included in merchandise price

Shipping

Name
Address
City
Phone

Order Amount
Postage

$0.00 - $25.00
$6.95

Make Checks Payable to:
Credit Cards Accepted:
16 Digit Credit Card Number:
Signature:

Price Each

Total Price

Subtotal

Shipping

Total

Mail and Phone Orders--**Free Shipping on purchase of patches and/or decals**
$25.01 - $50.00
$50.01 -$75.00
$75.01 - $100.00
$100.01 - $150.00
Over $150.00
$7.95
$9.95
$10.95
$12.95
$14.95

State
Zip Code
E-mail
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover (circle one)
3 Digit Security Code:
Expiration Date:

SEND ORDER TO:
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
c/o Maryann Pedigo
5955 Bullard Road, Fenton, MI 48430
(810)-632-7261
E-mail: pedigo.mbhamerchandise@gmail.com
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MBHA Board of Directors
President
Dusterwinkle, Tim
21590 Woodward Ave
Big Rapids, MI 49307
906-748-4935
duster.mbha@gmail.com
Vice-President
Pedigo, Michael
2385 Botsford Rd.
Howell, MI 48855
810-577-1220
spedigo55@gmail.com
Treasurer
Butcher, Chuck
716 Maple Ridge
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-732-1449
butchercharles@hotmail.com
Secretary
Patton, Laura
331 W. Old State St.
Central Lake, MI 49727
231-676-3029
rlpatton@bignetnorth.net
Membership
Huff, Cindy
4028 Ottawa Trail
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-889-9398
huffc40@hotmail.com
Merchandise
Pedigo, Maryann
5955 Bullard Rd.
Fenton, MI 48430
810-632-7261
mip57@hotmail.com
Bear Facts Editor
Skinner, Victor
498 Randall Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49441
315-525-8069
skinnervictor@gmail.com
Past Presidents
Pedigo, Matt
3854 Cullen Rd.
Howell, MI 48855
810-577-1402
pedigo.matt@gmail.com
Hewitt, Phil
7796 Ainsworth Rd.
Lake Odessa, MI 48849
616-862-2901
sharkysblues@yahoo.com
McVannel, Brett
10510 Fairgrieve Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-370-1848
cowboys197@yahoo.com

Huff, Rusty
4028 Ottawa Trail
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-786-4060
huffc40@hotmail.com

Huff, Keith
13786 Sparr Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-732-3180
sherryandkeithh@yahoo.com

Huff, Troy
12272 Sawdust Pile Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-731-0735
hufft1010@gmail.com

Kwapis, Elisa
3395 Island Hill Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-370-5502
kwapis16@hotmail.com

Directors
Anderson, Cliff
4057 Kilgore Rd.
Avoca, MI 48006
810-304-2091
mariaandcliff@mac.com

Kwapis, Stanley
13690 Sparr Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-731-5236

Anderson, Maria
4057 Kilgore Rd.
Avoca, MI 48006
810-304-2095
mariaandcliff@mac.com
Austin, Bill
7755 Pleasant Hill Rd.
Ellsworth, MI 49729
231-676-7788
billaustin@ejminet.com
Cottrell, Lance
5117 M-32 E
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-370-6275
lancecottrell96@gmail.com
Druckenmiller, Brian
4946 Northview Lane
Central Lake, MI 49622
231-544-9893
Evans, Ernie
4701 Lakeside Dr.
Brethren, MI 49619
989-717-2951
swamprat96@hotmail.com
Hempenstall, Doug
572 Acorn Rd.
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-705-1641
hempenstalld@cityofgaylord.org
Hopp, Brett
2288 Ramona Trail
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-710-1045
brett.hopp@gmail.com
Huff, Blake
212 West St. Apt. E-37
Kalkaska, MI 49646
989-464-5751
blakehuff3905@gmail.com

LaForge, Mike
27350 Irwin Rd.
Richmond, MI 48062
586-784-9005
grizzly777@peoplepc.com
May, Sandy
565 E. Sheldon St.
Gaylord, MI 49735
248-854-6273
tenyeardegree@yahoo.com
Morrison, Jason
3673 Hill Rd.
Rapid City, MI 49676
231-218-8165
morrisonelectric@gmail.com
Prahl, Steve
6807 Peck Rd.
Greenville, MI 48838
616-485-1878
sprahl@miedemaappraisals.com
Proctor, Mike
9885 Old State Rd.
Gaylord, MI 49751
989-370-1418
proctorgrayfox@hotmail.com
Shafer, Keith
3540 Childs Lane
Central Lake, MI 49622
231-313-3529
kshafer1@gmail.com
Vruggink, Trent
4464 E. County Road 460
Newberry, MI 49868
906-287-0120
trentvruggink@gmail.com
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events. As an
added incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names
in the hat we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual
convention. Mail your membership to: Cindy Huff, 4028 Ottawa Trail, Johannesburg, MI 49751

New Member Sign-up & Renewal
Sponsoring Member_______________________________________________
New Member____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City___________________________________________________________
Phone-Day(_____)___________________Night(_____)_________________
Email_________________________________________________________
 Life - $250.00

Johnsons Telemetry
Rt. 4, Box 313
Eldorado Springs, MO 64744
(417) 876-5083

$645 or $685
with recharger

ATS Fieldmaster
16 Channel Receiver

• 160 KHz Frequency Range
• Automatic 30 min Shutdown
• 10 KHz Channel Spacing
• Separate RF & Audio Gain Controls
• Exceptional Sensitivity
• Built in Speaker & Handset Jack
• Sensitive Signal Meter
• Competitively Priced
• Ruggedly Built for field use
COD’s Accepted
• Simplified Operation
• Padded Carrying Case

MERLIN

 Individual - $20.00

 Family - $30.00

Receivers

3 Channel....................................... $540.00
6 Channel....................................... $570.00
10 Channel..................................... $570.00
12 Channel..................................... $630.00
24 Channel..................................... $665.00
36 Channel..................................... $680.00
48 Channel..................................... $685.00
7 x 4 1/2 x 2 3/4, 2 1/2 lbs.

Comes with rechargeable battery and charger,
single piece ear phone, padded nylon case with
shoulder strap and belt loop. Two dogs per channel availability. One year manufacturer warranty

RB

3 Channel....................................... $500.00
6 Channel....................................... $530.00
10 Channel..................................... $530.00
12 Channel..................................... $590.00
24 Channel..................................... $625.00
36 Channel..................................... $640.00
48 Channel..................................... $645.00
Add $40.00 for the recharge option
8 1/2 x 4 x 4 1/2, 3 lbs.

Waterproof aluminum case, two collars per channel
availability, without recharge uses 8 AA batteries.
One year manufacturer warranty

 Renewal

COLLARS

Standard “D”
(12 1/2 ounces)
16,000 battery life hours.
For larger tree dogs.
Standard “c”
(10 ounces)
8,000 battery life hours.
Good for all around hunting dogs.
Standard LIGHT
(8 1/2 ounces)
4,000 battery life hours.
Good for small hunting dogs.
ULTRA LIGHT
(4 ounces)
2,000 battery life hours.
One year warranty on transmitter.

Collars $125.00

With Tree Switch $135.00
One year warranty on transmitter.

DIRECTIONAL YAGI’S

3 element
$75.00
5 element
$110.00
Non-directional antenna
magnetic based
$45.00
Extra shut-off magnets
$1.00

Cindy Huff

Michigan BEAR HUNTERS ASSOCIATION

4028 Ottawa Trail
Johannesburg, MI 49751
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