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Commercial beekeepers are buzzing
over nuisance bears, want DNR
approval to trap and shoot
By Victor Skinner

BALDWIN – Professional beekeepers in the northern Lower Peninsula are raging over increasing bear damage to their colonies and
some are pushing for drastic measures to address the problem.
“I have a constitutional right to protect my property and there’s no
stipulations,” Larry Hilbert, owner of Hilbert’s Honey Bees, told The
Bear Facts. “I’m not against hunting. I’m a deer hunter. But from everything I can see, we’re never going to get along with bear hunters.
“If they want the recreational opportunity” to hunt bear, he said.
“Then they should pay for the damage.
“It shouldn’t be my responsibility.”
Hilbert contends he’s currently losing $200,000 a year from bears
that have damaged hives he’s spread out in 200 different locations
across the northern Lower Peninsula and he’s demanding that the
Department of Natural Resources take measures to drastically reduce
the bear population.
Hilbert claims DNR officials have resisted his demands in part
because of opposition from bear hunting groups to increasing the
harvest, and he’s now out to sting the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and other groups.

Commercial beekeepers across northern Michigan are buzzing mad over
increasing bear damage to their colonies, and they're now pressuring the DNR
to drastically reduce the bear population and approve trap-and-shoot permits.

“I don’t care how many bears there are,” he said. “Cutting (the bear
population) in half would not be enough.”
Hilbert and other beekeepers contend the trouble with problem bears
has steadily grown worse over the last decade, and Hilbert’s now insisting on the right to trap and shoot the animals at will.
“What it boils down to is economics,” he said. “My father had less
problems in a 50 year career than I’ve had in a month.”
...continued on page 8

DNR confirms first cougar sighting in the Lower Peninsula, others believe
they’ve been around for years
By Victor Skinner

DNR officials made their first confirmation of a cougar in the Lower Peninsula in June after a
Clinton County resident snapped this picture of a cat on the prowl in Bath Township June 21.

EAST LANSING – Michigan Department of Natural
Resources officials made their first confirmation of a
cougar in the Lower Peninsula in June, though some
believe the animals have lived below the bridge for years.
DNR biologists confirmed that a photograph taken by
a Haslett resident in Bath Township on June 21, 2017
showed a cougar trotting along the roadside near a
mailbox.
“The individual reported that he spotted a large cat
in his headlights as the animal attempted to cross the
road,” the DNR wrote in a news release. “He captured
the photograph as the cougar turned back from the road
into an area of thick vegetation.”
DNR bear, wolf and cougar specialist Kevin Swanson
told The Bear Facts DNR officials received the picture on
June 26, and DNR biologist Chad Fedewa reviewed the
photo and visited the site. A mailbox in the picture provided scale to verify that the cat was a cougar, he said.
...continued on page 12.
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President's Message
Hello again fellow bear hunters. I hope you
have been able to enjoy the summer so far. I’ve
been busy training dogs and scoping out good
hunting spots for the upcoming kill season. The
lower tag numbers of the last few years continue
to pay dividends. People I’ve talked to around
the state seem to be generally satisfied with
the number of bears they are finding, although
that will likely change in the NLP after the tag
increases. MBHA would still like to see the bear
numbers increase further. I have spoken to Kevin
Swanson from the DNR regarding the increasing population, and told him that we are willing
MBHA President
to help in any way we can to mitigate nuisance
Tim Dusterwinkle
complaints.
I would like to ask each one of you to do something to help MBHA this
coming hunting season. Most likely, we all know a bear hunter who is not
a member of MBHA. Please encourage at least one hunter you know to
join MBHA. We draw our political influence and strength from our dedicated
members. If each one of us signs up just one new member, we can double
the size of our organization. The old saying ‘there’s strength in numbers’
is very true, especially when it comes to interacting with legislators in
Lansing. So please, sign up a new member this fall!
The video project MBHA made last summer has been a huge hit. The last
time I checked, the video had been seen over 22,000 times! It has been
shared around the country, and we have received positive feedback from
many people. We handed out dozens of the DVDs in Lansing to legislators,
NRC members, and DNR personnel. Our ability to bear hunt depends on
educating people in positions of power about our sport. MBHA has again
shown that we are leaders in the conservation community, especially when
it comes to educating people about bear hunting, and the heritage we cherish. Visit our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/mibearhunters/)
to check it out if you haven’t seen it yet.
MBHA donated 3 trail cameras and a rifle to the DNR’s bear hunting clinics in Cadillac. Ed Shaw runs the program, and does a great job educating
folks about all aspects of bear hunting over bait and with hounds. He had
180 people attend the 3 clinics. Ed is a member of MBHA, and is a great
advocate for our organization.
We are in the early stages of planning next year’s convention. It will be
held at Treetops Resort in Gaylord, MI on March 17, 2018. Look for more
details in upcoming issues.
If you would like to purchase a 52-gun raffle ticket, Mike Pedigo still has
a few left. Give him a call @ 810-577-1220 to order tickets. These are
very nice guns, with an average price approaching $500.
I realize that I sometimes sound like a broken record talking about how
it is important for us to be active politically, but I will not apologize for it!
Just look around the country to see how complacency and inaction has
cost bear, bobcat, and cougar hunters in WA, OR, CA, CO and FL! We
cannot afford to rest, and we must recruit as many members and raise
as much money as possible to defend our sport from HSUS and their ilk.
That’s all I have for this issue. I hope you have a safe and enjoyable
hunting season. I am very grateful to live in a state that has such a rich
hunting heritage, and am proud to lead an organization that for over 70
years, has been a faithful defender of that heritage. Thank you all. Until
later this fall, may God bless you and your families. m

www.facebook.com/mibearhunters

“Granola, Caramel,
Jelly, Frostings, Fillings,
30# Boxes of Candy, Etc.”
Check our website for prices!
Call for availability!

www.michiganbearbaitman.com
Not For Human Consumption
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could positively impact Upper Peninsula populations.
“Over the years we’ve seen fewer and fewer people taking two cats,”
he said.
DNR officials have resisted the idea “since the number of people taking
By Victor Skinner
a second cat is so low,” Bump said.
MBHA officials would also like to start a hound hunting season for fisher, a
LANSING – The Michigan Bear Hunters Association wants to expand
proposal
that will meet resistance from both the DNR and trappers, as well.
opportunities for hound hunters and reduce the statewide bobcat harvest
“I
know
lots of houndsmen who would like to tree a fisher with their dogs
as part of the current regulation cycle for furbearers.
and
harvest
one,” Dusterwinkle said. “I just think it’s kind of cool.”
Michigan Department of Natural Resources officials plan to solicit feedDusterwinkle
said there’s little distinction between taking a fisher with
back from stakeholders in September on potential regulation changes for
dogs or with a trap, and the
bobcat, fisher and martin
MBHA believes both types of
that will run through the
hunters deserve the same op2019 season.
portunity to harvest one of the
DNR furbearer specialweasel-like carnivores.
ist Adam Bump said the
“I don’t really think they would
department created a list of
have
a huge spike” in the harfurbearer issues suggested
vest
with
a dog season, he said.
by stakeholders and se“They
could
just make it a short
lected those that seemed
season,
a
trial.
to be the top priorities.
“I just think it’s an opportu“We picked all the topics
nity.”
on the list that relate to U.P.
Hendershot said he’s “sure a
bobcat regulations and all
lot
of trappers are going to opthe regulations for fisher
pose
opening up a dog season
and martin,” Bump said.
for
fishers,
… but it’s not an
MBHA directors will reunworkable
situation.”
iterate their long-running
Currently, trappers can take
request to limit the bobone
fisher or one martin per
cat harvest to one animal
year,
and the MTPCA wants to
statewide, rather than the
shift
to
a combined limit of two
current two cat limit – one
animals,
he said.
in the Lower Peninsula The MBHA will meet with DNR officials in September to discuss furbearer regulation changes for
Trappers
are also asking to
and one in the Upper, or the 2018-19 seasons, including an MBHA request to launch a hound hunting season for fisher.
start
the
bobcat
season earlier.
two above the bridge.
Bump
said
all
of
the
proposals
could
potentially
impact
harvest
numbers
“We’ve been concerned about the bobcat population for a while now,”
at
a
time
when
DNR
officials
are
concerned
about
the
populations
of all
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said. “I know a lot of guys who don’t
three
species,
especially
fisher.
hunt them anymore because they can’t find the tracks like the used to.”
“We’ve had some serious concerns about the fisher population,” he said,
MBHA also believes that hunting guides are reducing bobcat numbers
adding
that the DNR’s current computer model shows an estimated 70
because they’re typically more successful than average hunters and
percent
decline in fisher in the early 2000s.
“they’re indiscriminate about females or small cats,” Dusterwinkle said.
“We
are
in the process of redeveloping that model,” Bump said.
“We’re concerned about the impact guiding is having on the resource,”
More
recent
trapper effort surveys, however, also suggest the downward
he said.
population
trend
has continued.
“In Wisconsin, they have a lottery system and it takes about 10 years to
“That
would
be
a hurdle with any increased harvest of fisher,” he said.
get a kill tag” for bobcats, Dusterwinkle said. “So I think one bobcat per
For
bobcat,
“the
short term trend suggests a decline …, but long term
year is perfectly reasonable.”
trends
suggest
it’s
part of a cycle,” Bump said. “Martin (populations) are
Dusterwinkle acknowledged that opinions about the status of bobcats
not
declining
as
much
as fisher, but definitely not increasing.”
in the Upper Peninsula vary widely, but said the MBHA would prefer that
The
MTPCA
thinks
there’s
likely more fisher and martin than the DNR
the DNR manage the animals conservatively until biologists have a more
realizes.
reliable population estimate.
“I think the fisher population, like anything else, is located in certain areas
“The DNR doesn’t have any (recent) population studies done in the
where
the habitat is right,” Hendershot said. “If the habitat isn’t right, there
UP,” he said.
isn’t
as
many.”
Michigan Trappers and Predator Callers Association President Dale
Hedershot
is also hearing from “a lot of deer hunters who are feeding
Hendershot told The Bear Facts the vast majority of trappers oppose a
martin
on
their
bait pile and shoot martin on their bait pile” because they
one cat limit, and the MTPCA stands firmly behind them.
think
they’re
varmints.
“We don’t think it’s as big of a problem as the bear hunters do,” HenThe DNR furbearer workshop meeting is scheduled for Sept. 9, though
dershot said of the bobcat numbers.
formal
recommendations to the Natural Resources Commission will not
Bump said the one cat limits has “been discussed a bunch of times” and
be
finalized
until next spring, likely in February or March. m
DNR officials have reviewed bobcat harvest data to determine whether it
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Michigan Wildlife Council survey
to gauge effectiveness of campaign
to educate public on hunting
By Victor Skinner

LANSING – The Michigan Wildlife Council will soon learn whether its
mission to educate the public about the symbiotic relationship between
hunting, fishing and conservation is having the desired impact.
Former Michigan Bear Hunters Association president Matt Pedigo,
chairman of the Council, said “the next up and coming big thing is we’re
starting right now our re-baseline survey to try and see if the public’s
attitude has changed at all on the key issues we’re trying to address.”
“We’re looking at the non-hunting public’s attitude … on wildlife,” he
said. “Do they understand how they’re managed? Do they understand
where the resources come from?”
The Wildlife Council – a governor appointed body tasked with
overseeing the statewide marketing campaign – is funded by a $1
surcharge on hunting and fishing licenses that’s currently generating
over $1.5 million a year.
The money is used exclusively to educate the public about how
hunters, anglers and trappers contribute to conservation through both
license sales and a federal excise tax on firearms, ammunition and
other hunting equipment.
A baseline survey conducted by Gud Marketing in 2015 revealed
many Michigan residents, particularly in urban areas around Detroit and
Grand Rapids, do not understand that virtually all wildlife management,
public lands, parks, trails, and other public outdoor opportunities are
funded by the hunting and fishing community.
Gud targeted mostly the non-hunting public in the state’s urban areas
in recent years with a variety of different ads, from billboards and bus
advertisements to sponsored content on news sites, spots on streaming
online radio and other avenues.
“We’re really trying to get in front of people when they’re enjoying
things … in the outdoors,” Pedigo said, adding that the goal is when
they’re “outside doing stuff they’ll see something we can connect to
them with.”

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
“We want to connect with the images they can recognize,” he said,
“so we can relate something they’re doing with what we’re trying to
tell them.”
Most of the advertisements and other material is designed to drive
folks to the marketing website HereForMIOutdoors.com, where they
can find more in-depth information about conservation efforts, hunting,
fishing, and the management practices that guide the DNR’s work to
preserve the state’s natural resources.
“Our hope is to catch their attention with ads that drive them to the
website to pile on information, a bread crumb trail with things they’re
interested in,” Pedigo said.
After two major flights of advertising – 75 percent of which was directed to urban areas – the Council is now working with Gud to conduct
the re-baseline survey to gauge the impact of their efforts.
“It will really be our first measure of: Are we being effective?” Pedigo
said. “Our preliminary indication is we’re getting the attention from our
audience.”
Pedigo said the campaign is generating positive emails from the
public, and analytical data from online ads and the website show the
message is reaching a lot of people.
“In everything we’ve done, I think we’ve exceeded the industry
standard,” he said.
The Council expects to review results from the re-baseline survey
in late August, and are also currently working to expand its focus to
reach those in the hunting community as well.
“We’re looking at trying to include some of what we call the sportsman’s plan,” Pedigo said. “We want to put a little effort toward educating
the people we represent.”
Pedigo said “small issues in the hunting and fishing community can
have a big impact on the public’s perception,” and the Wildlife Council
wants to ensure they’re sending a positive message.
The initial baseline survey also found that “people who hunt and fish
don’t understand how wildlife is managed” either, including the state
and federal funding sources for the purchase and management of
public lands, he said.
...continued on page 5

The Michigan Wildlife Council is conducting another baseline survey of state residents this fall to gauge the effectiveness of a
campaign to educate the public about the critical role hunting and fishing plays in conservation.
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Wildlife Council survey
continued from page 4...

“We want to educate them on what they do,” Pedigo said, “so they
can educate others.”
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said bear hunters are strong
backers of the Council’s work, which he thinks will play a vital role in
the future of hunting in Michigan. Anti-hunting groups typically use
misleading, emotion-driven advertisements to distort the focus and
impact of hunting, a tactic that’s proved successful in repealing some
forms of hunting through public referendums in several states.
The Council’s work, Dusterwinkle said, will help to ensure the public
understands the facts and science behind wildlife management and
the critical role hunters and anglers play in the process.
“We strongly support the $1 surcharge on the licenses and educating
people on … how license dollars fund almost all the management,”
he said. “I think our future lies in educating these urban people on the
benefits of hunting, fishing and trapping.” m

Lake City Feeds

Totes of Granola & Other Bear Baits
Delivering premium dog food statewide by the ton.
THE PRIDE and HI-STANDARD brand dog food.
These are meat based high quality feeds
formulated for hunters and breeders.

Full line of dog vaccines, wormers, dog supplies, Bog Boots,
a good supply of Garmin, Astros, and accessories at the very
best prices. Trade-ins considered on Garmin Equipment.
We have two locations to serve you better!
Palms, MI
Lake City, MI
Shelly (810) 837-0119
Paul (989) 551-1609
Like us on Facebook@LakeCityFeed&Seed

BEAR FEED
Ratajczak Farms

2193 Wolfe Rd., Standish, MI 48658
3 miles north of Standish, just off of US-23

Flavors may include: Icings, Sweet Fillings, Honey, Fruit Syrups,
Granola and Candies. (Some varieties are limited)
Container sizes include: Barrels, Assorted sizes of boxed bags,
Assorted sizes of pails & Tote Boxes (Granola)
Curt, Melissa @ 989-846-7284 or cell # Chris @ 989-329-3354

Feedmibear.com

Bring this ad with you for 10% off an order. (excludes granola)
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followed by highlights of exciting bear hunts from across
North America.
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Break
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Cocktail Time with Raffles, Merchandise and Games
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Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle
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Dan Eichinger, MUCC- Protecting Michigan’s
Hunting and Fishing heritage.
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Big Bear Award,
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Bear Rug Taxidermy
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Barn wood furniture
Donated by: Bill Sutherland
Cowboy’s Barnwood Creations
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Handmade Furniture
Donated by: Claude Huff hunters

Tri-Tronics Pro-70
Donated by: Double U Hunting
Supply

Ruger 10/22 Takedown

Handmade quilt and 2 pillows

Hand made Table
Donated by: Ron LaForge

2018 Spring or Fall Manitoba bear
Hunt. $3500 Value.
Donated by: Agassiz Outfitters

Bear Rug Taxidermy
Donated by: Jay Brink Taxidermy

Trijicon Scope
Donated by: Trijicon

McLean’s Hardware
Donated by:
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Cliff andMI
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Kalkaska,

Service

Elisa Kwapis
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Education Outdoors

Official Car Dealership of the 2017 MBHA Convention:
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Elisa Kwapis

Leftover $10 & $20 card game prizes will be auctioned .

Bear Hounds
Tyler’s Creations

Blitz Raffles

Family of Buck
Bear Hounds

McLean’s Hardware
Kalkaska, MI

Each blitz raffle will offer 3 prizes. The first blitz winner will be
able to pick one of the 3 prizes offered. Each blitz raffle winner
thereafter will be able to pick a prize from the 3 new prizes in
that blitz, or any of the previously offered unselected prizes.
Clinic
If you purchased a blitz ticket and didn’t win, thatCollar
means
you
have a second chance to win. Simply write your name on the
back of the ticket and place in the container on the table with
the blitz prizes. At the end of the night, a bonus blitz
raffle winner will be selected from these tickets.

Rusty and Cindy Huff

Collar Clinic

For updates on Events, Raffles, MBHA Apparel, Memberships, News & More — visit our website!

www.mibearhunters.org
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beekeepers are buzzing
continued from page 1...

State law currently allows residents to shoot and kill a bear that’s in
the process of damaging private property. The DNR also launched
a program in recent years to connect landowners experiencing bear
damage to hunters willing to take out the problem bear.
DNR bear specialist Kevin Swanson issued a letter to beekeepers in
July outlining their rights, and has repeatedly stressed nonlethal methods to control bears, from electric fences to relocations. Swanson also
attended the Michigan Commercial Beekeepers convention in Grand
Rapids in July to reiterate those points.
“We’ve offered many … different methods and we’ve tried to help
them,” Swanson said. “We’re trying to make every tool available to
them, including our crop damage permits. They’re really upset.”
Swanson received numerous complaints from beekeepers in July
from both the Baldwin and Red Oak BMUs, though he said the issue
seems to be the most prevalent in the former.
A serious lack of cooperation from landowners and beekeepers, however, has made it difficult to assess and address the situation, he said.
“They’re not calling their local biologists and filing in a complaint, for
the most part,” Swanson said. “A lot of beekeepers don’t want to have
(bear hunters) on their property, so the (bear damage permit) program
has not been that successful.”
Tim Dekorne represents commercial beekeepers in 80 counties as
president of the Michigan Commercial Beekeepers Association, and
he said the bear damage is an ongoing issue across the northern half
of the Lower Peninsula, though “it’s expanding every year.”
Bears come in during the spring and again in the fall. Many beekeepers protect their bees with electric fences, but Dekorne claims
the deterrent only works temporarily, and only for certain situations.
“The fences help, until the bears get hungry and charge through,” he
said. “They just push right on through.”
“It helps to reduce it some, but not all situations you can have them
fenced,” Dekorne said, adding that the fences are expensive and they
cost time and manpower to erect them for staging areas or temporary
relocations.
“It’s just not practical,” he said.
Both Hilbert and Dekorne contend DNR officials have not clearly communicated the right of beekeepers to shoot trouble bears when they’re
tearing into their hives, and some beekeepers have faced prosecution
for protecting their bees.
The recent letter from Swanson clarifying their rights is a step in the
right direction, Dekorne said, but he argued many beekeepers spread
their bees out to numerous locations and don’t have time to monitor
all of the sites on a daily basis.
“There’s not a spot safe in the northwest corner of the Baldwin district
anymore,” he said. “Fencing is expensive. I’ve gone that route. It’s still
not 100 percent fail-proof.”
“(The DNR has) at least said ‘look, anybody can shoot the bear if it’s
damaging your property,’” Dekorne said. “But part of the problem you
run into is that bear might hit only once a week.”
Dekorne said commercial beekeepers have complained to the DNR
in the past and received little help, so many haven’t engaged in the

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
regulation process or worked to form a professional organization until
recently.
“That’s why it’s hard to get people involved – they don’t think they’re
going to get anywhere anyway,” he said.
Dekorne said the commercial beekeepers plan to get more involved
with the NRC and apply pressure to DNR leaders like wildlife chief Russ
Mason to advocate for reducing the lower peninsula bear population.
“We’d like to see them thinned,” he said. “They’re supposed to have
us a slot on the Bear Forum now.”
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle acknowledged that bees have
struggled in recent years, and bear damage undoubtedly compounds
problems. But the situation doesn’t warrant a harvest increase, he
said, because there’s nonlethal options available the beekeepers
aren’t utilizing.
Dusterwinkle also stressed that the MBHA remains strongly against
any increase in the bear harvest.
“I sympathize, but the bears belong to all the residents of Michigan,”
he said. “We want to use all methods possible before we resort to
shooting them, including trapping and relocating them.”
Representatives from the MBHA, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation
and other bear hunting groups met with DNR officials this spring in
hopes of launching a supplemental feeding program to deter bears
that break into birdfeeders or ravage bee hives.
But DNR officials were not interested in the approach unless it’s part
of a larger, expensive biological study on how the program impacts
bear regional behavior.
The MBHA donated $10,000 raised through Michigan Bear Cooperator Patch sales this spring to help fund a DNR campaign to educate the
public about living with bears, and ways to minimize conflicts.
MBHA officials also proposed using supplemental feeding in targeted
places to help alleviate pressure on bees, but Swanson dismissed the
idea outright.
“I said no because if you put bear bait out, you’re just going to attract
more bears and intensify the problem,” Swanson said.
Regardless, the MBHA remains committed to pushing for earlier
baiting in general, which Dusterwinkle said would only help to reduce
conflicts with homeowners and beekeepers.
“The MBHA is still advocating for earlier baiting, to help dog training
and we really believe it will help mitigate nuisance complaints,” he said.
“We still want to see that happen.”
Dusterwinkle pointed out that commercial beekeepers now have a
seat on the Bear Forum to share their perspective on bear management, though he said they’re not the only businessmen who struggle
to protect their investments against wildlife.
Upper Peninsula farmers are battling wolves preying on their livestock, airports are plagued with birds impeding traffic, and row-crop
producers constantly face threats from deer and other wildlife, among
numerous other examples.
“It’s the cost of doing business,” Dusterwinkle said. “I know bees are
very important, but we have tens of thousands of people in the state
who put a high value on the bear and the beekeepers want to treat
them like vermin.” m
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2016-2017 Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association

WINNERS 6-17 through 8-17
Ticket Price: $50.00
each :: Raffle License Number: C27538
WINNER’S
TICKETof
#	DATE	DESCRIPTION
OF FIREARM					
1 in NAME	
1,000WINNING
Chance
Winning Every Week
for 52 Weeks!!!
										
Ronald Alfory Every
837 Friday at
6/30/2017	STOEGER
SHOTGUN
O/U
Drawing
7:30pm fromCONDOR
July 1,20GA
2016
through
June
Nick Simon
837
6/30/2017	STOEGER
23, 2017 CONDOR 20GA SHOTGUN O/U
Joe Bandli

262
MVP PREDATOR
308WIN RIFLE BOLT
Winning number7/7/2017	MOSSBERG
is the Friday evening Michigan
DailySPORTER
3.

If theVarner
raffle ticket262
for the daily number
has not been sold,MVP
a drawing
from
the pool
of raffle
Doug
7/7/2017	MOSSBERG
PREDATOR
SPORTER
308WIN
RIFLE BOLT
ticket stubs sold will take place at 2385 Botsford Rd, Howell, MI 48855 between 7:30p.m. and
Laurel Visnick
546
7/14/2017	STOEGER P3000 12GA 28” SHOTGUN PUMP
8:00p.m.
the same day.
Roger Songalewski 546
Keith Huff

186

Rodney Black

186

7/14/2017	STOEGER P3000 12GA 28” SHOTGUN PUMP

7/21/2017
10/22 S BLACK
WALNUT 22LR RIFLE
TICKETS
GO FASTRUGER
SO ORDER
SOON!
7/21/2017

RUGER 10/22 S BLACK WALNUT 22LR RIFLE

Send Check written to MBHCA to
Dan Fein
509
7/28/2017
WINCHESTER SX4 3.5 12GA 28” SHOTGUN
Michael Pedigo– 52 Gun Raffle Chair- 2385 Botsford Rd, Howell, MI 48855
Ken Kittle
509
7/28/2017
WINCHESTER SX4 3.5 12GA 28” SHOTGUN
For questions, call (810)577-1220 or email– MBHA52gunraffle@gmail.com
Roy Swihart
363
8/4/2017
REMINGTON 870 EXP 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
If interested in supporting
the Organization
and becoming a ticket seller contact Michael
Mike Clark
363
8/4/2017
REMINGTON
EXP 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
Pedigo at contact information870above.
Garymore
Muskainformation
948 and complete
8/11/2017	MOSSBERG
500website
20GA SHOTGUN
PUMP
For
list of prizes go to our
at www.mibearhunters.org
David Beets
8/11/2017	MOSSBERG
20GAin
SHOTGUN
Any Gun 948
Won Can Be Traded
for Store Credit at500Jay’s
GaylordPUMP
or Clare!!

RAFFLE TO STOP ANTI-HUNTERS!
WEEK

DATE

GUN

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

7/1/2016
7/8/2016
7/15/2016
7/22/2016
7/29/2016
8/5/2016
8/12/2016

REMINGTON VERSA MAX SPRTSMAN 12GA SHOTGUN S/A
MOSSBERG MVP PREDATOR 5.56MM RIFLE BOLT
LEGACY HATSAN MODEL 87 12GA SHOTGUN
RUGER 10/22 S BLACK WALNUT 22LR RIFLE
WEATHERBY SA-08 12GA SHOTGUN
REMINGTON 870 EXP 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
MOSSBERG 500 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP

27 12/30/2016
28 1/6/2017
29 1/13/2017
30 1/20/2017
31 1/27/2017
32 2/3/2017
33 2/10/2017

RUGER AMERICAN 30-06SPRG SYN RIFLE BOLT
WEATHERBY VANGUARD SELECT 308WIN RIFLE
CVA SCOUT V2 300BLK RIFLE SCOPED W/ CASE
SAVAGE AXIS SR 308WIN BOLT
RUGER 25-06 REM RIFLE BOLT
WINCHESTER 20GA WATERFOWL MAX5 SHOTGUN PUMP
COLT M4 OPS 22LR RIFLE S/A
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MBHA-Clam River Houndsman Club’s
summer swim trial draws record
turnout
By Victor Skinner

FALMOUTH – The Michigan Bear Hunters Association-sponsored dog
swim trials at the Clam River Houndsman Club last month was a massive success, producing the most entrants since the organization began
co-hosting the event four years ago.
“It was the best year we’ve had so far,” MBHA Vice President Mike Pedigo
said. “Last year we had 58 dogs, and this year we almost doubled it.”
“I think we had 96 dogs show up,” he said.
Dozens arrived early to the Clam River Houndsman Club on Youngs
Road in Falmouth June 23 to participate in a bear bay contest and treeing
competition, and by early afternoon the crowd swelled to well over 100 for
the main event, Clam River’s Cory Warson said.
“I think we ran about 30 dogs through the bear bay,” Warson said. “I’d
say there were close to 200 people there.
“There was families and I had my son there. There were people who
drove up from the Ohio line,” he said. “It was a pretty good turnout.”
The MBHA provided prizes for swim trial winners in three classes, which
included trophies and MBHA apparel and memberships. Money raised at
the event is split between the MBHA and the Clam River Houndsman Club.
Double U Hunting Supply also provided prizes including leashes, collars,
collar antennas and other items, Pedigo said.
Numerous MBHA members including Pedigo, Directors Mike Proctor,
Stanley and Elisa Kwapis, Keith Schafer, Cliff and Maria Anderson,
President Tim Dusterwinkle and others attended the races and enjoyed
an afternoon cookout.
“We had some people from the MBHA, the Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, a little bit of everybody,” Proctor said. “We had a lot of dogs and
a lot of really good swim dogs.”
Pedigo agreed, and said he was particularly encouraged by the many
families and new faces who came out to watch the competition.
“There was a lot of people I’ve never met there,” he said. “There was a
lot of younger kids there with their dogs. There also seemed to be a lot
more female participants than we’ve seen before.”
Sarah Cichowski and her dog Freya took first place in the A Class, followed by Don Satkowiack’s dog Gunner in second and Mike Kimbler’s
hound Grumpy in third.
“It was a good time,” Warson said. “I don’t remember the dollar amount
that was raised, but it was a good turnout.”
Warson said Clam River’s partnership with the MBHA has done a lot

HUFF’S Hunting HOUNDS
Keith Huff

Nationally known
Big game hounds
Nance Bawlie Breed Walkers

Johannesburg, MI • 989-732-3180
Pups available on request

The MBHA-sponsored dog swim trials at the Clam River Houndsman's Club
drew a record 96 dogs in June. Sarah Cichowski and her dog Freya (center)
took first place in the A Class, while Don Satkowiack and his dog Gunner
(left) took second and Mike Kimbler and his dog Grumpy took third.

in recent years to boost the club’s profile and raise money to maintain
operations.
“Working with the MBHA, it helps us by being able to pay our taxes, and
we put an addition on our clubhouse this year,” he said.
Warson said the swim trial and other events, like a winter coyote hunting
competition and a coon hunt set for October, are convincing Clam River
officials to seek out similar partnerships with other area hunting clubs to
host similar activities.
“We’d like to get with the other clubs in the area and do a traveling trophy
deal,” he said.
Dusterwinkle was also impressed with the turnout at this year’s swim trial,
and said the MBHA is proud to partner with groups that share its interest
in expanding opportunities for hound hunters.
“There was a lot of people there. It was great,” he said. “We had several
of our directors there and lots of our members.
“We really like the Clam River Houndsmen … and we’re happy to support clubs like that.” m

Bear bobcat coon coyotes

Dogs hunting in California, Montana

References:

Idaho, New Mexico, New York

Jeff Pries
(810) 378-5357

Don Heyrman
(906) 387-2357

Mike LaForge
(586) 784-9005

Mike Curtain
(508) 922-0310

Canada

...continued on page 9.
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Delivered
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Free
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Cougars
continued from page 1...

“The mailbox was 51 inches, so we know it was longer than that,”
Swanson said.
“We look at hundreds of (cougar reports) a year from all over the state
and most of them are bobcats, some are coyotes, and a few are large
house cats or other animals,” he said. “Since 2008, we’ve confirmed
36 in the U.P., and this is the first in the Lower” Peninsula.
Swanson said the recent confirmation, near the DNR’s Rose Lake
State Wildlife Area, has prompted dozens of new reports, including
“calls from others who have claimed to have seen” the same cougar.
“I’ve looked at 10 new reports today,” he said in late July.
“Even with this verification, questions remain, especially regarding
the origins of the animal,” Swanson said. “There is no way for us to
know if this animal is a dispersing transient from a western state, like
cougars that have been genetically tested from the Upper Peninsula,
or if this cat was released locally.”
Cougars were native to Michigan but were largely extirpated from the
state by the early 1900s. The last wild cougar legally killed in Michigan
was taken near Newberry in 1906, according to the DNR.
The agency maintains that there is no breeding population of cougars in Michigan, in either the Upper or Lower Peninsula, and all of
the recent confirmed sightings stem from transient cougars or pets
released into the wild.
“We’ve been accused of hiding (evidence of a breeding population),”
Swanson said, “but that’s not true.
“We have no evidence of a breeding population in Michigan,” such
as photos or tracks of cubs, he said.
Others strongly disagree.
Pat Rusz has studied Michigan cougars as a biologist with the
Michigan Wildlife Conservancy since 2000, when he conducted about
six years of research into numerous sightings in both the Upper and
Lower peninsulas.
“We believe there is a small population of cougars in the lower,”
he said. “I actually found better quality evidence and more frequent
evidence than in the upper per unit of effort.”
Rusz, who worked with the Haslett resident to bring the most recent
evidence to the DNR, said his research between 2000 and 2006 led
him to believe there’s “15 to 20 cougars in the northern portion of the
Lower Peninsula” and he thinks the Bath Township cougar could have
migrated from there.
Rusz believes the DNR’s claim the animal came from a western state
or was released into the wild is unlikely.
“I think there’s tons more chance it came from the northern Lower
cougars … we encountered again and again,” he said. “For a long
time they’ve been dripping down from (northern Michigan) swamps,
dispersing like bears.”
He also said the June sighting is far from the first time Bath Township residents have called in to the Conservancy to report a cougar
in the area.
“We were getting a fair number of reports from people the last two
years, even before that,” Rusz said, adding that the history of reports
suggests they could be breeding. “They don’t stay in an area for a year
or two years unless there’s a female in the area.
“You don’t have a situation where a male cougar comes and sets up
shop for a year or two, they keep going until they find a female,” he

said. “All the research shows that.”
Rusz contends that many of the DNR’s 36 confirmed cougar sightings
in the UP were found in areas where he collected DNA and scat in the
early 2000s. That research, he said, revealed “indisputable evidence”
of cougars in Delta, Schoolcraft, Dickenson and Houghton counties
in the UP, as well as Roscommon, Emmett, Presque Isle, and Alcona
counties in the Lower Peninsula.
Rusz claims he also discovered “strong evidence” in Benzie, Leelenau, and Mackinaw counties.
“While we have not got absolute proof of a breeding population (such
as a lactating female or pictures of cubs), what we have gotten from
the get-go is strong evidence of resident cougars,” he said.
Rusz said most of his research was initially dismissed by DNR officials,
who did not have a qualified person available at the time to confirm
cougar sightings, but the agency’s Cougar Team and the proliferation
of inexpensive trail cameras and phone cameras are changing the
dynamic.
“Now … at least there’s some hope to make a confirmation because
there’s someone (in the DNR) authorized to do that,” he said.
The Conservancy doesn’t believe that cougar numbers are growing in
Michigan, but rather new technologies are making it easier to confirm
the small numbers that have been here for years, Rusz said.
“We’re not getting more confirmations because we have more cougars, it’s because of the cameras … and the DNR is more receptive,”
he said. “All that factors into more confirmations.”
Bear hunters, trappers and others who spend a lot of time in Michigan’s backcountry have contributed to the majority of cougar reports
fielded by the Conservancy, and Rusz said he expects camera phones
and trail cameras will only increase findings in the coming years.
“The Wildlife Conservancy is convinced the best cougar resources
in the state are Samsung, Verizon, Moultrie,” he said. “Of the 36 UP
confirmations, the vast majority have been a direct result of someone
having a camera.”
“The fella who snapped the picture in Bath Township, if he didn’t
have a phone on his dash, he would have been dismissed as a crazy
person,” Rusz said. “Because of the spread of these cameras, I think
you’ll see more and more.” m

Dear MBHA
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of protecting
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Michigan Bear Hunters Association
Promotional Supplies
www.mibearhunters.org

Adult T-Shirts
Adult Crew Sweatshirts
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Adult Small to 2XL = $12.00
3XL to 4XL = $17.00
Small to 2XL = $25.00
Tall T-shirts – Black or Grey Only – XL, 2XL, or 3XL = $20.00
3XL = $30.00
Adult Hooded Sweatshirts
Adult Camo Clothing – Real Tree AP- Dog Logo or State Logo
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Short Sleeve T-shirts:
Small to XL = $30.00 2XL-3XL = $35.00
Small to 2XL = $30.00
3XL = $35.00
Long Sleeve T-shirt:
Small to XL = $35.00 2XL-3XL = $40.00
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt – Dog Logo or State Logo:
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt: Small to XL = $70.00 2XL-3XL = $80.00
Black or Grey Only – Small to 2XL = $40.00
Hats - Dog Logo and State Logo
Children's Clothing
Mesh Hats - Various Colors (Listed On-Line) = $12.00
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo Only
Camoflauge Hats – Mossy Oak or Orange =
$15.00
T-Shirts - Sizes XS to XL =
$8.00
Embroidered Hats =$18.00
Crew Sweatshirts - Sizes XS to XL =
$20.00
Khaki with Mossy Oak Detail – OR – Orange with Mossy Oak Trim
Hooded Sweatshirts - Sizes XS to XL = $25.00
Stainless Steel Coffee Mug with Black Grip = $10.00
Dog Logo or State Logo Patch = $5.00**
Dog Logo or State Logo Decal = $2.00 **(specify inside or outside)
MBHA Memories Book = $10.00
State Logo License Plate = $7.00
2011 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2012 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2013 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2014 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2015 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2016 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**

ON-LINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE - go to www.mibearhunters.org
Click on Merchandise Tab for more details - Free Shipping on Patches/Decals Not Available On-Line

ORDER FORM
Item

Logo*

Color

Size

*Please indicate Dog Logo or State Logo

Quantity

Please list alternate colors here__________________ - Look On-Line for Color Availability at www.mibearhunters.org
6% Michigan State Sales Tax is included in merchandise price

Shipping

Name
Address
City
Phone

Order Amount
Postage

$0.00 - $25.00
$6.95

Make Checks Payable to:
Credit Cards Accepted:
16 Digit Credit Card Number:
Signature:

Price Each

Total Price

Subtotal

Shipping

Total

Mail and Phone Orders--**Free Shipping on purchase of patches and/or decals**
$25.01 - $50.00
$50.01 -$75.00
$75.01 - $100.00
$100.01 - $150.00
Over $150.00
$7.95
$9.95
$10.95
$12.95
$14.95

State
Zip Code
E-mail
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover (circle one)
3 Digit Security Code:
Expiration Date:

SEND ORDER TO:
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
c/o Maryann Pedigo
5955 Bullard Road, Fenton, MI 48430
(810)-632-7261
E-mail: pedigo.mbhamerchandise@gmail.com

09/2016
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Joque Piatt runs D.P. Bear Bait in the Carney Bear Management Unit,
where he sells bear bait to both Michigan and Wisconsin hunters. When
the chocolate ban went into effect, he said, he sold his remaining chocolate
stocks to Wisconsin hunters at a loss, and he’s since shifted to varieties
without chocolate that are less popular.
By Victor Skinner
“You can’t get any more trail mixes, ice cream cones, candy by the barrel
POWERS – Some bear hunters and bait dealers are grumbling over a … now you can’t use any of them,” Piatt said.
ban on chocolate in bear bait for the 2017 season, though they’re slowly
“It definitely restricted the variety we can get ahold of, which tightened
adapting to the change nonetheless.
up the market,” he said. “I’ve had to raise prices because there’s more
“A lot of my customers are pissed off at the MBHA for this … because people competing for a skinnier market.”
they can’t use chocolate,” Jon “The Bear Bait Man” told The Bear Facts.
Piatt said he voluntarily stopped selling bait that contained dark chocolate
“A lot of stuff has chocolate in it. A lot of the granola products.”
or large amounts of chocolate as soon as he realized it’s toxic to wildlife,
Jon, who declined to provide his last name, sells granola, jelly, and corn but he believes the total ban on chocolate could be the first step toward
syrup by the 55 gallon drum, as
more restrictions.
well as frosting, donut glaze,
“As soon as I found out about
honey, cream cheese filling,
the theobromine a few years ago,
boxes of candy and other sweets.
I stopped selling the dark chocoThe Lachine, Michigan supplier
late stuff,” he said. Customers
said a ban on using chocolate in
“are just accepting it, it is what it
bear bait that was recommended
is, it’s already been done.
by the Department of Natural
“But I think it’s the first step to
Resources and approved by the
outlawing baiting,” Piatt said.
Natural Resources Commission
“You know, once they get their
last year is taking a toll on his
foot in the door …”
business, and increasing prices
Piatt, who has sold bear bait
for his customers.
from his Powers location for
“I’m still getting it, but it’s harder
nearly two decades, said bait he
because I’m paying more,” he
purchases in bulk has been the
said. “It’s increasing prices. It
biggest problem, but he’s manincreased prices $1 to a pail and
aged to mitigate his losses by
it all adds up.”
selling bait with trace chocolate
“I’m still selling quite a bit, but
to Wisconsin hunters and elimiit has slowed down because
nating chocolate from the granola
people are looking for other opbatches he mixes himself.
tions,” he said.
Regardless, sales are down
Michigan United Conservation
significantly, and Piatt suspects
Clubs, the Michigan Bear Huntthe ban could be discouraging
ers Association, the Michigan
some hunters from pursuing their
Hunting Dog Federation and
passion.
other bear hunting groups called Michigan bear bait suppliers are taking a hit after DNR officials approved a ban on
“I’m probably down 30 to 40
chocolate
in
bear
bait
for
the
2017-18
seasons,
though
some
are
adapting
and
hunters
on DNR officials to ban large
percent from last year,” he said.
are locating chocolate-free bait without major problems.
chunks of solid chocolate from
“I think people are getting fed up
bear bait after a series of bear deaths in Michigan and other states in with the regulations and quit hunting.”
recent years.
Dusterwinkle believes the ability of hunters to make responsible decisions
Theobromine, an alkaloid in chocolate, is toxic to bears, wolves, coyotes, that protect wildlife is crucial to preserving the state’s hunting traditions in
raccoons, and other animals, and wildlife managers in other states had the face of threats from anti-hunters. The ongoing dispute over state manalready banned chocolate in bear bait.
agement of wolves, for example, could hinge on those decisions, he said.
The DNR ultimately recommended that the NRC ban all chocolate in
“We’re confident that some time in the future we’ll get the opportunity to
bear bait over concerns about enforcing a partial ban.
manage wolves again,” Dusterwinkle said. “We didn’t want to derail our
“I can sympathize with these guys, but the MBHA from the beginning op- ability to manage them at the state level.
posed a complete chocolate ban,” MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said.
“You have to sometimes look down the road. That’s how anti-hunters
He believes that avoiding the obvious problem with putting chocolate in work, they find something like (theobromine poisoning) and find a symthe woods would only compound the ongoing struggle to maintain scientific pathetic judge,” he said. “How can I defend it? I can’t.”
wildlife management practices under constant attack from anti-hunters.
“It’s a scientific fact that chocolate kills animals – bears, wolves, coyote,
“We’re riding the horse of scientific management of our game,” Duster- raccoons and who knows what else,” Dusterwinkle said.
winkle said. “There’s scientific proof that theobromine kills wildlife in large
“I’m personally buying bait with no chocolate at all with no problem,” he
amounts, so that’s what our whole intention was on supporting a ban on said. “It’s just going to take some time to adapt.”
m
large amounts of chocolate.”

Bait suppliers, hunters paying more
after chocolate ban, but adapting to
the change
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CONSERVATION ROUNDUP
Michigan Wolves

“They are not an endangered species,” he said. “… We’ve got many
wonderful scientists that are very capable of managing wolves the right
way, whether that’d be through a hunting season or trapping.”
A federal judge upheld a lower court ruling in early August that reTony Demboski, president of the Upper Peninsula Sportsmen’s Allistored Endangered Species Act protections for gray wolves in Michigan, ance, told USA Today he thinks the federal ruling “stinks.”
Minnesota and Wisconsin, the latest development in the ongoing legal
“We’ve got so many wolves up here, we don’t know what to do with
battle waged by anti-hunters.
them,” he said.
The D.C. Court of Appeals ruled on August 1 that the U.S. Fish and
Demboski said many hunters point to the wolves as the main cause
Wildlife Service did not conduct a required comprehensive evaluation of declining deer number in the UP. The growing population is also
of all gray wolves in the country when they removed a district segment threatening public safety, he said.
of the population – Great lakes wolves – from the Endangered Species
Demboski said he’s spoken to many folks at the concealed pistol
List in 2007, USAToday reports.
classes he teaches who are arming themselves to protect against the
Judge Patricia Milever-encroaching
lett wrote that the
animals.
USFWS “looked only
“I’ve had a lot
at the characteristics
of parents in their
of the Western Great
20s, early 30s …
Lakes segment in a
they are afraid to
vacuum” and “the Serleave their kids out
vice’s wholesale failure
at bus stops,” he
to address that factor
said. “They don’t
renders the Service’s
let their kids play
decision unreasoned,
out in the backarbitrary and capriyard anymore.
cious.”
They have to acMillett, who was apcompany their pets
pointed to the Court of
when they have to
Appeals by President
go outside.”
Obama in 2013, was
The manageone of three judges
ment of the state’s
who reached the unaniwolves has remous decision.
mained in flux in
Michigan Department
recent years. The
of Natural Resources
state gained auofficials estimate well
thority to manage
over 600 wolves now
the species in
A trail camera near Rexton in the Upper Peninsula caught numerous wolves prowling the area in 2016
live in the Upper Penin2011, and held its
that are believed to be responsible for at least two hound deaths.
sula and inhabit every
first legal hunt in a
county, “so we’ve got wolves everywhere on the landscape now century in 2013, when hunters killed 23 wolves in targeted areas of
throughout the UP,” DNR wolf specialist Kevin Swanson told The the UP with significant predation on livestock.
Detroit News.
Anti-hunters then pushed two statewide ballot measures in 2014 to
block another hunt. Voters approved the measures, but a citizen’s
initiative passed by the legislature over-rode the referendums and
enshrined the Natural Resources Commission’s ability to manage
wolves in the state constitution.
In December 2014, a federal district court ruling in a lawsuit brought
by the Humane Society of the United States returned the wolves to
federal protections, which explicitly bans the killing of wolves for any
reason except in the defense of human life.
The August 2017 ruling upheld that decision, but federal lawmakers
are also working to repeal the protections through legislation. The
legislative effort began shortly after the December 2014 ruling, but
gained little traction until recently.

507 South Otsego, Gaylord, MI 49734

800-292-3941 • 989-732-2451
Kevin Johnson, Owner
www.johnsonspropane.com

...continued on page 17
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continued from page 16...

“The proposed removal of wolves from an endangered designation
has been approved by the House Appropriations committee and is
expected to pass the Republican-led House, the GOP-controlled Senate and eventually be signed by President Trump as part of the larger
federal budget,” The Detroit News reports.
Legal experts told the news site that the appropriations language
would override the August court ruling by prohibiting the U.S. Interior
Department from using federal funds to keep wolves on the Endangered Species List.
“As a practical matter, the appropriations bill would prohibit the government from complying with the appeals court order and would prevent
the federal government from enforcing the Endangered Species Act’s
provision relating to agency rules for the fiscal year,” Case Western
Reserve University law professor Jonathan Adler told the News.
That budget bill could become law by as early as this fall, according
to the news site.

Yellowstone Grizzlies

More than two dozen individuals, tribes and anti-hunting groups filed
lawsuits or notices of intent to sue the U.S. Department of Interior in
July after the agency moved to delist the recovered population of grizzly
bears in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, the U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance reports.
An “Amalgamated Tribal Lawsuit” lists at least seven tribes and nine
individuals in a lawsuit filed to stop the delisting, while the Humane
Society of the United States, Earth Justice, and the Western Environmental Law Center have also filed notices of intent to sue.
“This distinct population of grizzly bears has surpassed every recovery
metric set by wildlife biologists who have been studying, monitoring
and working to bolster their numbers to sustainable levels for the last
forty years,” U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance CEO Evan Heusinkveld said.
“To claim the bears aren’t recovered is ridiculous and only serves to
undermine the historically successful scientific management of fish
and game in this country.”
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service first suggested the delisting in
March 2016 and three states with lands in the park – Idaho, Montana
and Wyoming – began crafting regulations for potiental hunting season
with specific quotas and careful rules to protect the population.
The mover raised the ire of anti-hunters who have argued against
it because of supposed declines in foods the bears rely on, like cutthroat trout, which is allegedly tied to climate change, according to the
Christian Science Monitor.
Others argued that grizzly hunts will hurt tourism at Yellowstone
National Park.
WSFWS met with wildlife officials in all three states last winter to
move forward with the plan to maintain the population at about 600 or
more through hunts managed by the states.
The service received more than 650,000 public comments about the
possible delisting, which are currently under review.
USSA, meanwhile, has vowed to fight against anti-hunters’ efforts to
shut down the delisting in the courts and media because of its much
broader implications for scientific wildlife management.
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“We’ve been working on this since the comment period opened, and
was subsequently extended, and we will evaluate the merits of each
lawsuit to protect sportsmen nationwide,” Heusinkveld said. “With so
many anti-hunting groups furiously fundraising to undermine scientific
management, the outdoors industry needs to come together on this
bellwether case and protect the North American model of conservation.”

Maine Lynx

The U.S. Court of Appeals in July dismissed a lawsuit brought by
anti-hunters who sought to criminalize trapping in an effort to prevent
the incidental take of protected Canada lynx in Maine.
“The animal-rights organizations were forced to tacitly accept that
state biologist who persuaded the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
grant Maine and Maine’s trappers an Incidental Take Permit acted in
the best interests of fish, game and endangered species in Maine,”
USSA reports. “The federal permit guarantees that trappers who accidentally catch a protected lynx while trapping for other species will
not be persecuted for violation of the Endangered Species Act.”
The court of appeals ruling follows a similar ruling by U.S. District
Judge Jon Levy earlier this year that sided with Maine biologists and
trappers.
The case was defended by the Sportsmen’s Alliance Foundation,
Maine Trappers’ Association, USFWS, and State of Maine.
The lawsuit - filed by the Center for Biological Diversity, the Wildlife
Alliance of Maine, the Animal Welfare Institute and friends of Animals
- attempted to revoke the Incidental Take Permit and open trappers
up to federal prosecution, but Levy ruled the ITP was lawful and in
keeping with the Endangered Species Act.
“This was essentially another backdoor attempt to use the Endangered Species Act to stop trapping in the state of Maine,” Huzsinkveld
said. “Using the Endangered Species Act to undermine wildlife management is favored tactic of animal-rights organizations, which raise
millions of dollars on emotional rhetoric and imagery in an effort to tie
any delisting of a potential game animal up in the court system for years.
“Now that we’ve put yet another frivolous lawsuit brought by animalrights extremists to bed, we can focus on the ongoing wolf case and
upcoming grizzly lawsuits,” he said. m
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events. As an
added incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names
in the hat we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual
convention. Mail your membership to: Cindy Huff, 4028 Ottawa Trail, Johannesburg, MI 49751

New Member Sign-up & Renewal
Sponsoring Member_______________________________________________
New Member____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City___________________________________________________________
Phone-Day(_____)___________________Night(_____)_________________
Email_________________________________________________________
 Life - $250.00

Johnsons Telemetry
Rt. 4, Box 313
Eldorado Springs, MO 64744
(417) 876-5083

$645 or $685
with recharger

ATS Fieldmaster
16 Channel Receiver

• 160 KHz Frequency Range
• Automatic 30 min Shutdown
• 10 KHz Channel Spacing
• Separate RF & Audio Gain Controls
• Exceptional Sensitivity
• Built in Speaker & Handset Jack
• Sensitive Signal Meter
• Competitively Priced
• Ruggedly Built for field use
COD’s Accepted
• Simplified Operation
• Padded Carrying Case

MERLIN

 Individual - $20.00

 Family - $30.00

Receivers

3 Channel....................................... $540.00
6 Channel....................................... $570.00
10 Channel..................................... $570.00
12 Channel..................................... $630.00
24 Channel..................................... $665.00
36 Channel..................................... $680.00
48 Channel..................................... $685.00
7 x 4 1/2 x 2 3/4, 2 1/2 lbs.

Comes with rechargeable battery and charger,
single piece ear phone, padded nylon case with
shoulder strap and belt loop. Two dogs per channel availability. One year manufacturer warranty

RB

3 Channel....................................... $500.00
6 Channel....................................... $530.00
10 Channel..................................... $530.00
12 Channel..................................... $590.00
24 Channel..................................... $625.00
36 Channel..................................... $640.00
48 Channel..................................... $645.00
Add $40.00 for the recharge option
8 1/2 x 4 x 4 1/2, 3 lbs.

Waterproof aluminum case, two collars per channel
availability, without recharge uses 8 AA batteries.
One year manufacturer warranty

 Renewal

COLLARS

Standard “D”
(12 1/2 ounces)
16,000 battery life hours.
For larger tree dogs.
Standard “c”
(10 ounces)
8,000 battery life hours.
Good for all around hunting dogs.
Standard LIGHT
(8 1/2 ounces)
4,000 battery life hours.
Good for small hunting dogs.
ULTRA LIGHT
(4 ounces)
2,000 battery life hours.
One year warranty on transmitter.

Collars $125.00

With Tree Switch $135.00
One year warranty on transmitter.

DIRECTIONAL YAGI’S

3 element
$75.00
5 element
$110.00
Non-directional antenna
magnetic based
$45.00
Extra shut-off magnets
$1.00

Cindy Huff

Michigan BEAR HUNTERS ASSOCIATION

4028 Ottawa Trail
Johannesburg, MI 49751
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