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MBHA convention draws hundreds to Shanty Creek to protect MI black bears,
hunting traditions
By Victor Skinner

BELLAIRE – The Michigan Bear Hunters
Association hosted its annual convention at
Shanty Creek Resorts for the first time this
spring, and the new venue proved to be popular
with hunters from across the state and beyond.
“There were over 430 people at the convention,” MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said.
“Everyone I talked to said it was a great event,
and they’re having a great time.”
The MBHA’s biggest event of the year came
to Shanty Creek in March to build fellowship
in the hunting community and raise money to
protect Michigan black bears and the state’s
proud hunting traditions.
The 2017 convention featured daytime presentations by Michigan Department of Natural
Resources bear and wolf specialist Kevin
More than 430 hunters and their families attended the 2017 MBHA convention at
Shanty Creek Resorts in Bellaire in March.
Swanson and Bear Hunting Magazine’s Clay
Newcomb, who debuted a MBHA sponsored
“Defending Traditions” video the organization is deploying to promote and explain bear hunting with hounds.
“It’s a DVD you could show anybody,” Newcomb said. “It’s designed as a way to tell our story.”
...continued on page 7.

Convention presentations feature DNR
biologist, MBHA 'Defending Traditions'
video

NRC approves 2017-18 regs, license
increases in both peninsulas

By Victor Skinner

LANSING – The Michigan Natural Resources Commission approved
new bear regulations this spring for the 2017 and 2018 seasons that will
increase the overall number of available tags in both peninsulas, despite
opposition from hunters.
The new rules also ban chocolate in bait, increase the number of licenses
available to non-residents and boost the number of dogs allowed on a
hunt from six to eight.
NRC members approved recommendations from DNR officials for all
Bear Management Units except the Baraga BMU, where officials wanted
to decrease licenses by 125 but the commission instead opted to keep
available licenses the same as last year based on feedback from hunters
in the region.
DNR officials set a desired harvest of 1,170 bears for the Upper Peninsula – about 52 more than 2016 – but that number could climb slightly
higher with more available tags in the Baraga BMU.
For the Lower Peninsula, the NRC approved a much larger license
increase of about 19 percent, which is expected to increase the desired
harvest by 112 bears over last year.

BELLAIRE – The daytime program at the Michigan Bear Hunters Association’s spring convention featured presentations from Michigan Department of Natural Resources bear and wolf specialist Kevin Swanson, and
the debut of the MBHA-sponsored video “Defending Traditions,” prepared
by Bear Hunting Magazine’s Clay Newcomb.
Swanson’s presentation involved a brief background on bear management in Michigan, and a detailed look at bear diets, from soft mast crops
like wild blueberries and sarsaparilla to hard mast nuts to colonial insects
like ant larvae, tent calipers and grubs.
The discussion included many interesting facts many bear hunters may
not know, such as how Michigan’s quality hard mast production impacts
the state’s growing bear population.
“Hard mast availability dictates bear growth and reproductive success,”
he said. “Michigan sows produce their first litter at four to five years old,
as compared to six or seven years old in northeastern Minnesota.”
Swanson said the state’s current bear population estimate – based on
pre-hunt figures from 2015 – pegs the total population of bears one year
...continued on page 8.

By Victor Skinner

...continued on page 12.
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President's Message
Hello again, fellow MBHA members. First, I
would like to thank all of you who attended our
annual convention in March at Shanty Creek
Resort. We again had close to 500 folks attend,
and by all accounts it was a great success at a
wonderful venue. It was the first time MBHA held
a convention there, and I’m glad everyone had a
great time. As you know, this is our largest fundraiser of the year, and it allows us to continue to
be leaders in the conservation community in MI.
The convention ran very smoothly, thanks in no
small part to the hard work of your board of directors. I would like to particularly thank Cliff and
MBHA President
Maria Anderson, Laura Patton, Tonya Evans,
Tim Dusterwinkle
Cindy Huff, Maryanne Pedigo, Steve Prahl, and
finally Brett Hopp and Brian Druckenmiller. Thanks for all your hard work!
We had six MI state Representatives and Senators in attendance, as
well as the DNR Director, members of the Wildlife Council, as well as
other leaders in the conservation community. It is a testament to all MBHA
members that we attract so many influential people to our conventions
each year. They know we are passionate and dedicated to protecting the
lifestyle we cherish.
Bear hunting, and particularly hound hunting, are under attack all over
the country. Lion and bobcat hunters in Arizona are working to defeat
legislation that would outlaw their time-honored tradition. Rumors are
circulating that HSUS is coming to Colorado next to try and outlaw lion
and bobcat hunting with hounds there as well. Florida has been trying to
have another bear season, but has been hamstrung by HSUS activists
running misleading and emotional propaganda. Dog hunters in Virginia
narrowly defeated legislation that would have severely limited their right
to free cast hunting dogs by imposing severe trespass fines.
We are NOT safe from similar attacks here in MI, and if you think it can’t
happen here, you are living in a fantasy world. Remaining vigilant and
united is of utmost importance. The MBHA leadership team is in almost
daily contact with other organizations such as MUCC, UPBHA, MHDF,
and UPSA. Combine this with the great relationships we have developed
with our legislators, and we are a formidable force. Please encourage your
friends and family to join MBHA to help make us stronger.
If you are looking for something to do in May and June, come and support
MBHA at the APA swim trial May 6 in Lapeer, the Crump Conservation
Club in Linwood on May 21, and the Clam River Houndsmen in Falmouth
on June 24. Check out our Facebook page for more details. These events
have really been growing in popularity the last couple years, and gives
everyone a chance to get the dogs some exercise before training season
opens in July.
Michael Pedigo is once again running the 52 gun raffles this year. Tickets
for 2017-2018 are on sale now, with the first drawing taking place June 30.
Order your tickets soon, as they go fast! Call Michael at (810) 577-1220,
or send an email to: mbha52gunraffle@gmail.com. If you are a winner,
you can either take the gun, or get a gift card to use at Jay’s Sporting
Goods for anything you want.
Thanks to all of you for allowing me to serve as president for another
year, it is truly an honor to serve an organization with such a long history
of conservation. Without the MBHA fighting for our hunting heritage, I
believe we would have lost it many years ago. Don’t forget to apply for
your bear tag May 1 - June 1. That’s it for me this issue, God bless, and
I’ll see you in the woods! m
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HUFF’S Hunting HOUNDS
Keith Huff

Nationally known
Big game hounds
Nance Bawlie Breed Walkers

Johannesburg, MI • 989-732-3180
Pups available on request
Bear bobcat coon coyotes

Dogs hunting in California, Montana

References:

Idaho, New Mexico, New York

Jeff Pries
(810) 378-5357

Don Heyrman
(906) 387-2357

Mike LaForge
(586) 784-9005

Mike Curtain
(508) 922-0310

Canada

(L to R) MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle, state Sen. Mike Green, Michigan
Hunting Dog Federation's Mike Thorman, and Joe Hudson, with the UP Bear
Houndsmen, pose for a picture after an MBHA-hosted legislative breakfast in
Lansing this spring.

www.facebook.com/mibearhunters
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Bear hunters discuss supplemental
feeding with DNR officials in effort to
deter nuisance bears
By Victor Skinner

LANSING – Representatives from the
Michigan Bear Hunters Association,
Michigan Hunting Dog Federation and
UP Bear Houndsmen met with Department of Natural Resources officials
to discuss a potential supplemental
feeding program to help curb nuisance
bear complaints in southern Michigan.
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle
said the idea behind the plan was to
use members who volunteer to distribute food in the spring when the animals
emerge from their dens to prevent
bears from wandering into town and
rummaging through bird feeders and
garbage bins, and then to monitor nuisance reports to determine if the effort
is cutting down on complaints.
But DNR officials at the March meeting were unwilling to consider the plan
without an extensive and expensive
research component, a position that ultimately convinced hunters to
shelve the idea for now.
“What they want to do is turn this into a scientific study that costs
$500,000,” Dusterwinkle said. “I just think it’s kind of silly – we don’t want
them to spend $500,000.”
“We were definitely not happy they wanted to turn it into a $500,000
study,” Michigan Hunting Dog Federation spokesman Mike Thorman said.
“We thought this season maybe we could make a difference.
“We just wanted to put out barrels (with bait) and see. We were just trying
to stop the problem in Cadillac.”
DNR officials cited the increased bear nuisance complaints, as well as
more interactions with people and a rise in car-bear collisions, for drastically increasing the number of available bear tags in the Baldwin Bear
Management Unit for 2017 and 2018.
Vern Richardson, DNR biologist in Cadillac, told The Bear Facts the
vast majority of bear nuisance complaints in the area stem from bears
eating out of bird feeders and garbage cans. Last year, his office fielded
a total of 24 complaints in Wexford County, 10 in Osceola County, five
in Missaukee County, about a dozen in Manistee County, and “close to
50” in Lake County.
So far for 2017, “we … had a couple of calls around Cadillac here, around
13th Street area and (M)115,” he said. “There was a bear in a yard south
of town, two hit on U.S. 131 south of town.
“We’ve had at least a couple of calls from around Bitely and Scottsville,”
Richardson said.
“They’re food-related in almost every case, bears habituated to eating
in people’s yards,” he said. “That’s the most by sheer volume, but a bear
in your birdfeeder can turn into a dog torn up very quickly.”
Shannon Hanna, DNR section supervisor based in Lansing, contends
that simply putting out food for bears and monitoring nuisance complaints
is too simplistic of an approach to determine if the supplemental feeding
is having the desired impact.

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
Instead, she contends a much more elaborate study is necessary to track
results, including collaring bears to monitor their movements, establishing
control areas to compare results, and finding ways to ensure the public
won’t visit feeding sites.
Putting those pieces in place
for 2017 would be nearly impossible, she said.
“This year is a little late –
behind the 8 ball,” she said.
“We want to ensure … we’re
measuring something to see
if it has an effect long-term.”
“There’s also implications
long-term, if it works or doesn’t
work,” Hanna said, adding
that other factors could also
alter research results, such
as fluctuations in mast crop
production or a DNR outreach
campaign about bears.
She said DNR officials also
discussed similar studies with
bear hunters at the March
meeting, and current research
is inconclusive on whether
supplemental feeding is a
good management strategy.
“We talked about a lot of different things with this – research throughout
the world,” she said. “There has been some (success in reducing complaints) in the northwest. Some of the studies in other countries, where
they did diversionary feedings to keep bears away from lambs … are not
working.
“It’s a very complex type of management” that would require a three to
five year pilot study, Hanna said, and DNR officials questioned whether
bear hunters would rather use the resources elsewhere.
“There’s other things they want done on a grander scale than just take
care of bears in the Cadillac area,” she said.
Other bear experts, meanwhile, are admit that supplemental feeding
works wonders for keeping bears from places they’re not wanted.
World-renowned bear expert Lynn Rogers, who was invited by the DNR
to discuss bears in the Upper Peninsula in April, told The Bear Facts he’s
conducted extensive research on supplemental feeding in Minnesota, and
it was a raging success.
“The U.S. Forest Service had me do a study back in the 80s at a campground that was having problems,” Rogers said.
The campground experienced repeated encounters between visitors
and bears looking for an easy meal, and efforts to remove the animals
from the area proved unsuccessful. Rogers said the multiyear study
involved secretly putting out beef fat about a quarter-mile away from the
campground and monitoring a variety of factors.
“In the first year, no bears approached people for food,” he said, adding
that there was an overall reduction in encounters of 88 percent over the
course of the study.
“Bears that came to the feeding site did not become problems,” he said.
“The more food for bears in the woods, the less likely they are to go house
to house for bird seed or garbage.
“Where they have a reliable source of food … that’s where they went,
but they still retained their preference for wild food.” m
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Conservation Round-up
Virginia trespass bill

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
Alaska bears, wolves

The Center for Biological Diversity is suing the Trump Administration
over the Congressional Review Act, a 1999 law that allows Congress to
quickly revoke regulations. The aim of the lawsuit is to reverse a revoked
ban on certain U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regulations for Alaskan
federal wildlife refuges.
Lawmakers revoked regulations in 2017 that previously banned hunting
brown bears over bait, using snares, or shooting wolves or bears from planes. The state of
Alaska has used those methods to help boost
moose and caribou numbers in in certain areas,
the Associated Press reports.
The protections for wolves and bears on Alaska’s wildlife refuges was ushered in by Obama,
and Alaska challenged the regulations in federal
court. The Center for Biological Diversity “have
intervened on behalf of the Interior Department
to defend the challenged regulations,” according to the group’s press release.
The Center’s lawsuit essentially argues that
the Congressional Review Act used by the
Trump administration and Congress to ditch
the Obama regulations violates the U.S. Constitution by unlawfully expanding Congress’
power. m

Virginia hound hunters successfully lobbied in February to kill House Bill
1900, legislation aimed at penalizing hunters if their hounds run across
private property.
The bill would have created a $100 civil penalty per dog that “run at
large on the property of another after
the landowner has
given notice to the
dog owner to keep
the dog off the property,” according to the
Virginia Legislative
Information System.
The bill – defeated
by a single vote –
would only have required landowners to
give only one verbal
or written warning before law enforcement
could step in and issue a ticket.
Lawmakers voted
down the bill after the About 300 Virginia houndsmen turned out at the state capitol in February to help
Virginia Hunting Dog kill legislation to penalize dog owners whose animals cross onto private property.
Alliance held a massive rally at the capital to voice their opposition.
“I have no redeeming graces for the bill,” VHDA CEO H. Kirby Burch told
the crowd, according to WHSV. “It is a bill to do harm because someone
has an agenda.”
Hound hunters “want people to understand we’re God-fearing, lawabiding citizens,” he said. “We’re not rednecks, we’re not troublemakers
and we care about our animals.”
Florida black bears

A Florida lawmaker is working to ban black bear hunting in the Sunshine
state for a decade.
State Rep. Amy Mercado introduced House Bill 491 to ban black bear
hunting for 10 years and require bear-proof garbage cans and burning
restrictions in areas with bears. The legislation would also launch a study
to determine the effectiveness of nonlethal bear management methods.
The bill comes a year after the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission halted the state’s newly established bear hunting season
under pressure from anti-hunting activists.
“HB 491 would set a terrible precedent by removing the management
authority from the commission altogether and instead establishing an
arbitrary timeline,” U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance’s Luke Houghton said. “The
commission was created to make scientific decision regarding wildlife, and
House Bill 491 undermines that process and politicizes wildlife decision
making.”
USSA points out that taxpayers would foot the bill for at least $1 million
to pay for bear-proof trash cans, and Mercado’s bill would prohibit harvest
of palmetto and oak trees on state forests because she thinks bears avoid
will garbage with more natural food sources.
In late April, Florida’s wildlife commission voted to halt black bear hunting
for at least two years as it completes its bear management plan, according
to Orlando Weekly.

BEAR FEED
Ratajczak Farms

2193 Wolfe Rd., Standish, MI 48658
3 miles north of Standish, just off of US-23

Flavors may include: Icings, Sweet Fillings, Honey, Fruit Syrups,
Granola and Candies. (Some varieties are limited)
Container sizes include: Barrels, Assorted sizes of boxed bags,
Assorted sizes of pails & Tote Boxes (Granola)
Curt, Melissa @ 989-846-7284 or cell # Chris @ 989-329-3354

Feedmibear.com

Bring this ad with you for 10% off an order. (excludes granola)
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Thank you to our Donors!

Ron & Ann LaForge
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Friday March 17, 2017– Hospitality Room– Bellaire Ballroom North
Sponsored by Newberry Motors
7:00pm—12:00am

Cliff & Maria
Team
Fix
Anderson

Guns
Team Fix
Gaylord Vet
Clinic

Roy and Sons
Saturday March 18, 2017– Kids Program and Pizza Party
12:00pm-2:30pm
Free for kids 14 and under. DNR Educational
Programs and Craft Project
Organized by Hannah Huff and Ed Shaw
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Saturday March 18, 2017– Convention Center Stan and Wendy Kwapis
FiveCenter
Point
10:00am-12:00pm
Convention
open for registration, merchan6
dise, membership, and various vendors.
The Sides Family
12:00pm-12:15pm
Opening/Blitz Raffle
12:15pm-1:00pm
Kevin Swanson,
DNR Bear and wolf specialist will
Sherwood Auction
Service
give an update for 2017-2018 bear regulations.
1:00pm-1:10pm
Blitz Raffle
1:15pm-2:45pm
Clay Newcomb, Bear Hunting Magazine– Introduction of
the MBHA produced video ‘Defending Traditions’,
followed by highlights of exciting bear hunts from across
North America.
2:45pm-3:00pm
Blitz Raffle
3:00pm-4:30pm
Break
4:30pm-5:15pm
Cocktail Time with Raffles, Merchandise and Games
5:15pm-5:30pm
Blitz Raffle
5:30pm-5:45pm
Convention Welcoming
- Rep. Triston Cole
Antrim
5:45pm-6:00pm
Association update– President Tim Dusterwinkle
Bear Bistro Buffet Dinner Outdoors
6:00pm-7:00pm
7:00pm-7:15pm
Blitz Raffle
7:15pm-7:40pm
Dan Eichinger, MUCC- Protecting Michigan’s
Hunting and Fishing heritage.
7:40pm-8:30pm
Awards Presentation- Bear Patch, Scholarship,
Big Bear Award,
8:30pm-8:45pm
Blitz Raffle
8:45pm-9:15pm
Auction
9:15pm-10:30pm
In house Raffles, Warchest Raffle Drawings
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Service
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Kwapis Outdoor

Bear Rug Taxidermy
Donated by: Rugs by Nancy

Barn wood furniture
Donated by: Bill Sutherland
Cowboy’s Barnwood Creations

Mike and Rita
Campfire Grill
Cedar chair
LaForge
Antrim
Donated by: Call of the Yooper
Donated by: Tyler’s Creations
Bear Bistro
Outdoors

Handmade Furniture
4-hole rigging dogbox
Donated by: Sides Family Keith and
Donated
by: F&T
Trading Post
Elissa
Shafer

Kwapis Outdoor

Mike and Rita
LaForge
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Handmade Furniture
Donated by: Claude Huff hunters

Tri-Tronics Pro-70
Donated by: Double U Hunting
Supply

Ruger 10/22 Takedown

Handmade quilt and 2 pillows

Hand made Table
Donated by: Ron LaForge

2018 Spring or Fall Manitoba bear
Hunt. $3500 Value.
Donated by: Agassiz Outfitters

Bear Rug Taxidermy
Donated by: Jay Brink Taxidermy

Trijicon Scope
Donated by: Trijicon

McLean’s Hardware
Donated by:
Donated by: Ron LaForge
Rusty and
Cindy HuffAuction
Sherwood
Cliff andMI
Maria Anderson
Kalkaska,

Service

Elisa Kwapis
Live Auction

Education Outdoors

Official Car Dealership of the 2017 MBHA Convention:

SherwoodShafer
Auction Service
Keith
and
Elissa
Family of Buck

Elisa Kwapis

Leftover $10 & $20 card game prizes will be auctioned .

Bear Hounds
Tyler’s Creations

Blitz Raffles

Family of Buck
Bear Hounds

McLean’s Hardware
Kalkaska, MI

Each blitz raffle will offer 3 prizes. The first blitz winner will be
able to pick one of the 3 prizes offered. Each blitz raffle winner
thereafter will be able to pick a prize from the 3 new prizes in
that blitz, or any of the previously offered unselected prizes.
Clinic
If you purchased a blitz ticket and didn’t win, thatCollar
means
you
have a second chance to win. Simply write your name on the
back of the ticket and place in the container on the table with
the blitz prizes. At the end of the night, a bonus blitz
raffle winner will be selected from these tickets.

Rusty and Cindy Huff

Collar Clinic

For updates on Events, Raffles, MBHA Apparel, Memberships, News & More — visit our website!

www.mibearhunters.org

The Bear Facts • may 2017

•7•

MBHA Convention draws hundreds
to Shanty Creek to protect MI black
bears, hunting traditions
continued from page 1...

The MBHA held numerous blitz raffles throughout the day, as attendees
updated their memberships, perused MBHA gear and in-house raffles, and
ogled this year’s Warchest Raffle prizes, which included a 2016 Polaris
Sportsman ATV, two person bear hunting trip to Ontario, an off-road Rambo
electric bicycle, generators, rifles, crossbows, tree stands, trail cameras
and other quality products.
MBHA officials also highlighted an effort to unite hound hunters across
the nation with the National Hound & Tree Dog Association, a group formed
last year with the help of Double U Hunting Supply to collect funds from
hunters to fight anti-hunting political campaigns and legislation.
“We’ve got to organize and be able to help the other people in trouble,”
Michigan Hunting Dog Federation spokesman Mike Thorman told attendees. “It’s very, very important.”
The daytime program was followed by a break in the later afternoon,
and a cocktail hour preceding the evening festivities. Michigan state Rep.
Triston Cole started off the dinner program by recognizing numerous lawmakers who trekked to Bellaire to attend the event, including state Reps.
Daire Rendon of Lake City, Silvia Santana of Detroit, and Julie Alexander
of Jackson, as well as state Sens. Tom Casperson and Wayne Schmidt.
Numerous Department of Natural Resources staff also attended, including Director Keith Creagh.
“It’s all about relationships to make sure our sport prevails,” Cole said.
“I have to hand it to the MBHA, your members have done an outstanding
job of reaching out and developing relationships with lawmakers,” he said.
Cole was followed by Thorman, who gave attendees an update on
several recent developments in the legislature, from recently enacted
legislation that fines folks who remove dog collars, to success in killing
a bill in the state legislature that would have handed anti-hunters control
over kennel regulations.
He also spoke about emerging political issues involving hound hunters, the most pressing of which is a nationwide trend toward tightening
trespass laws. Thorman said at least six states are currently considering
tighter restrictions, and advised hunters at the convention to be polite with
landowners who might get frustrated if a hound hunt crosses their property.
“It’s what’s going to put us out of business if we don’t clean it up,” Thorman
said. “Times have changes, and it’s not like it was in the 50s and 60s. I
would say … the majority of legislators in Lansing can’t understand why we
should have our dogs run across their property. It’s very tough to defend.”
“We have to watch it, be apologetic,” he said.
Thorman pointed to the National Hound & Tree Dog Association as one
way hound hunters can work to protect their current freedoms.
“You’ve spent $400,000 helping other states,” Thorman said of the
MBHA’s fundraising. “If we can get this (national group) funded, we can
save some of our money for a rainy day.”
Thorman’s remarks were followed by a delicious buffet dinner and
scrumptious dessert, recognition for veterans and active members of the
military, and a talk from Michigan United Conservation Clubs Executive
Director Dan Eichinger.
Eichinger commended MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle as “a great
friend to me and every hunter, fishermen and trapper in the state of
Michigan.” He also highlighted the MBHA’s leadership in the conservation
community, particularly past president Phil Hewitt’s involvement with the
conservation coalition, and former president Matt Pedigo’s chairmanship

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
of the Michigan Wildlife Council.
Eichinger praised the partnerships between the MBHA, UP Bear Houndsmen, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation and MUCC, and applauded the
groups’ willingness to step up to defend hunting rights in Michigan.
“You’ve always put your money where your mouth is,” Eichinger said of
the MBHA. “Every Michigan hunter owes you a debt of gratitude.”
Eichinger thanked MBHA members for helping to usher in the Scientific
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, which was struck down by a legal
challenge only to be re-approved by lawmakers in 2016.
That law solidifies the Michigan Natural Resources Commission’s authority to name game species and manage fish and wildlife based on science,
while making it much harder for anti-hunters to meddle in the process
through public ballot initiatives.
“We’re never going to outspend (anti-hunters at the Humane Society of
the United States), so we have to outsmart them,” Eichinger said. “You
guys have always been the ones who stepped up to the plate … and we’ll
always be right in the fight with you.”
The speech led into an MBHA awards presentation that featured $4,000
worth of college scholarships for four students, awards for big bears
harvested in 2016, and a special presentation to honor Thorman’s work
advocating on behalf of hound hunters in the legislature.
The evening closed with dozens of in-house raffles, blitz raffles, a live
auction, and massive Warchest Raffle.
Dan Bundy and his wife Shelly came from Atlanta to attend the MBHA
convention for the first time since recently getting back into hound hunting,
and said they were inspired by the strong focus on preserving Michigan
hunting traditions.
“All of our kids hunt, so it’s a huge deal for us,” Shelly said.
“I think it’s great,” Dan said. “I think it’s for an awesome cause.”
“The dinner was great, and I met a lot of good people.”
Stanton resident Kevin Keeler said he returned to the MBHA convention
with his whole family after attending the event for the first time with his
wife Jill last year.
“We’re here to support bear hunting in Michigan, it’s going to a good
cause,” Kevin said. “You learn about what’s going on behind the scenes.
People don’t know all the work that goes into these bills.”
Jill said she likes how speakers “bring attention to a lot of things,” from
trespass concerns to etiquette for posting hunting pictures on social media.
“It only takes one person to do something stupid,” she said. “We have
three boys and we want them to grow up hunting.”
After attending the convention in 2016, the Keelers said they realized
“we have to take our kids … they’re the future of bear hunting.”
“It’s not something brought up in schools,” Jill said.
Mayville’s Tyson Chorba said the 2017 MBHA convention was his first,
though he’s attended similar functions with his girlfriend for several other
groups. He said they both enjoyed the “Defending Traditions” video and
how it accurately depicted hound hunting as “kind of our way of life.”
“I think it was well put together,” he said. “It definitely covered the basics.”
The dinner was also top-notch, Chorba said.
“It’s one of the best dinners we’ve had at a convention,” he said.
Thorman and UP Bear Houndsman President Joe Hudson agreed, and
both also praised Shanty Creek for providing excellent service throughout
the event.
“The venue was wonderful, there was lots of room,” Thorman said. “The
hospitality of the venue, the workers and employees, was really good.
“It was one of the best I’ve been to, it was really nice.”
“It was really friendly,” Hudson said. “And the dinner was great.” m
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Swanson’s presentation was followed by Clay Newcomb, editor of Bear
Hunting Magazine, who discussed the successes for the North American
continued from page 1...
model for wildlife management and his family’s appreciation for hound
old and older at 9,699 animals, “up 11 percent since 2012.”
hunting before unveiling a special video produced on behalf of the MBHA.
About 2,112 reside below the bridge, where DNR officials believe the
“Despite what people say about hunting, bear numbers continue to
population has increased by 29 percent since 2012.
increase and we see that all across the country,” Newcomb said, adding
The 2016 registered harvest figures highlight where the bulk of Michigan that the success comes in spite of some bad actors who give all hunters
bears are taken. The Baraga BMU produced the most successful hunt- a black eye.
ers with 314 bears harvested last season, followed by 289 bears in the
“We need to minimize the number of fringe characters … by the way we
Newberry BMU, and 261 from the Red Oak unit.
raise our children and how we live our lives,” he said.
When analyzed by the number of square miles per harvested bear, the
It’s a perspective shared by MBHA officials, who invited Newcomb to
Gladwin BMU topped the list at 183 square miles, ahead of Drummond record a series of bear hound hunting training sessions last summer with
Island’s 130 square miles per bear and 116 square miles per bear in the MBHA leaders, and other runs with officials from the UP Bear Houndsmen
Baldwin BMU.
and Michigan Hunting Dog Federation.
Swanson also
The “Defending Traditions” video featured footshared the most reage from sessions with MBHA President Tim
cent statistics from
Dusterwinkle’s hunting crew in lower Michigan,
the 2015 bear hunter
as well as MBHA Director Keith Huff’s clan and
survey.
Michigan Hunting Dog Federation spokesman
The results showed
Mike Thorman’s group in the northern Lower Pen84 percent of Michigan
insula. The video also included funs with MBHA
bear hunters relied on
Directors Trent Vruggink and Jason Morrison in
bait only, and a mere
the Upper Peninsula, where Newcomb met up with
13 percent used only
UP Bear Houndsmen’s Joe and Nancy Hudson’s
dogs or a combinahunting party, as well.
tion of dogs and bait.
Newcomb spliced together exciting hound huntNearly 80 percent haring action with the MBHA’s proud history of protectvested bears over bait,
ing black bears that dates back to the 1940s, with
with a success rate of
a special focus on how the sport evolved into a
about 32 percent.
family affair centered on a shared appreciation for
Hound hunters,
hounds, Michigan’s vast natural resources, and a
meanwhile, enjoyed
dedication to preserving hunting rights in Michigan
Michigan DNR wolf and bear specialist Kevin Swanson attended the MBHA
a 52 percent success
and other states.
convention
to
discuss
the
status
of
bears,
wolves
and
cougars
in
Michigan,
and
rate, slightly ahead of
“To me it’s heritage,” Hudson said in the video.
the DNR's efforts to manage those species.
the 45 percent success rate for the 631
hunters who used a guide.
The data also revealed that “the number of people buying a
bear license had decreased by 42 percent since 2005.”
Swanson discussed the history of Michigan’s fully recovered
wolf population, as well, from its near extinction in the 1950s
and 1960s to a failed effort to reintroduce wolves in 1974 to the
current thriving population of well over 600 wolves in the Upper
Peninsula.
DNR officials have tracked 168 wolves with radio collars since
1999 and documented how the animals died, and data shows
the vast majority – 62 percent – perished from human caused
mortality. A total of 38 percent of the radio collared wolves died at
the hands of poachers, while 14 percent were killed by vehicles.
Diseases killed 17 percent, while unknown causes accounted
for 10 percent of collared wolves killed.
Swanson concluded his presentation with a short review of
cougar sightings in Michigan, which have increased significantly
over the last decade.
“We’ve confirmed about 35 separate (sightings) since 2008” Bear Hunting Magazine's Clay Newcomb debuted the short film "Defending Traditions" at the
2017 MBHA convention. The film, produced by Newcomb for the MBHA, highlights the rich
across the Upper Peninsula, he said.
history of hound hunting in Michigan and the MBHA's efforts to protect bears and the state's
“They come from the Dakotas, and our genetic testing conhunting traditions.
firmed that,” Swanson said. “We’ve just not confirmed any
....continued on page 8.
breeding population.”
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“It goes back in my family as long as I can remember.”
The high-quality video featured numerous interviews with top hound
hunters in the state, combined with unique drone shots and other footage
of dogs chasing bears to provide a real-life look at what it’s like to tree a
bear with hounds, or not.
“We went 10.78 miles and the bear won,” Hudson said after one long,
but unsuccessful run.
Dusterwinkle explained in the video how hound hunting helps families
stay connected through the outdoors, and why the MBHA and other hound
hunters are committed to preserving its “long rich history.”
“The Michigan Bear Hunters, this is our 70th year, so we’ve been at it
for a long time … and it’s just a neat heritage and we want to educate
people about how much fun it is, how it’s like catch and release hunting.
I’m the president of the Michigan Bear Hunters and I haven’t killed a bear
in probably 10 years, and I don’t really care about that … to me it’s about
the dogs and the family and having a good time,” Dusterwinkle said.
“The MBHA organized the first bear hunt in Michigan in 1946,” he said.
“Since then, we’ve lobbied hard for protection of the bear. We were
responsible for making it a game species, establishing a season for it,
protecting cubs, protecting sows with cubs.
“So we have a long history of conservation and care for the resource.
Our number one concern is responsible management of our wildlife,”
Dusterwinkle said, pointing out that hound hunting allows hunters to be
more selective with a harvest.
The MBHA, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, and UP Bear Houndsmen screened the “Defending Traditions” video for lawmakers at a
sportsmen’s caucus breakfast this spring, and hope to use it for a variety
of other educational opportunities in coming years, from bear clinics to
committee meetings.
“That has been the best thing since sliced bread,” Hudson said of the
video. “We didn’t have a legislator who didn’t have one in their hand.”
“We’ve also gave them out at DNR posts in the UP,” he said. m

MBHA WEB SITE

www.mibearhunters.org

Lake City Feeds

Totes of Granola & Other Bear Baits
Delivering premium dog food statewide by the
ton. THE PRIDE and HI-STANDARD brand dog
food. These are meat based high quality feeds
formulated for hunters and breeders.

Full line of dog vaccines, wormers, dog supplies, Bog Boots,
a good supply of Garmin, Astros, and accessories at the very
best prices. Trade-ins considered on Garmin Equipment.
We have two locations to serve you better!
Palms, MI
Lake City, MI
Shelly (810) 837-0119
Paul (989) 551-1609
Like us on Facebook@LakeCityFeed&Seed
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Jeddo sophomore wins MBHA 2017
Bear Management Cooperator Patch
design contest
By Victor Skinner

JEDDO – Sophomore
Jayme Randolph knows
how to design a top-notch
bear patch.
The Jeddo 15-year-old
won the Michigan Bear
Hunters Association’s Bear
Management Cooperator
Patch design contest for
2017, the second time
since the MBHA first recognized her artistic talents
just two years ago.
Randolph said she first learned about the bear patch contest from friends
and family who bear hunt, and it’s been rewarding to see her design
showcased statewide.
“My sister works at a bear check station for the DNR and she hands
them out to people and they would take them and put them on their vests
or whatever,” she said. “It’s just kind of cool to get it out there, to say that
I designed it.”
The winning 2017 design is an octagon shape with the year along the left
side and a forest in the foreground. A large bear looks over the landscape,
with “Bear Management Cooperator” above the animal and the Department
of Natural Resources logo in the bottom right.
“I used pencil, and colored it with colored pencils,” Randolph said.
The annual design contest and patch are part of a cooperative project
between the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and MBHA to
help raise funds for bear research, education and equipment. The patches
were initially given to successful hunters by the DNR at bear check station
until 2008, when funding constraints forced the department to find new
resources to continue the program.
That’s when the MBHA volunteered to administer the program, which
includes a youth contest each year to select a design for the patch. The
patches are free for youth hunters, and cost $5 for adults and collectors.
Through sales on the MBHA website, DNR sites and outdoor events since
2008, the MBHA has helped to raise well over $40,000 – money used to
buy numerous GPS collars and dozens of trail cameras for bear research.
The money also helps fund educational programing about bears for
Michigan students.
“The MBHA is really proud of the success we’ve had with the program
in recent years,” MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said. “Typically, we
present the winning design at our spring convention, but a communication
issue this year made that impossible.
“Regardless, Jayme’s artwork will make a nice-looking patch for 2017
and we commend all of the kids who summited entries this year.”
Youth hunters, ages 10 -17, can request a free patch by sending a legible
copy of their valid bear hunting license to the MBHA Bear Patch Program,
10510 Fairgrieve Road Johannesburg, MI 49751. Adult hunters can buy
a patch for $5 by sending a check or money order to the same address.
More information about the patches, including sales for past years, is also
available on the MBHA website, www.mibearhunters.org, or by emailing
Alicia at alimcv@yahoo.com. m
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MBHA convention highlights
scholarship and Big Bear Award
winners, recognizes Mike Thorman’s
legislative work to protect hound
hunters

Michigan Bear Hunters Association

Haley currently attends Johannesburg High School, and plans to study
physical therapy at Saginaw Valley State University this fall.
Two third place finishers also took home $500 each: Allison Bundschuh
and Anna Bush.
Allison, who was praised for her strong work ethic in both sports and
academics, is graduating as
the salutatorian of Kingston
By Victor Skinner
High School’s class of 2017,
BELLAIRE – The 2017 Michigan Bear Hunters
with plans to attend Lake SupeConvention featured several scholarships for colrior State University in the fall
lege students, awards for some of the biggest bears
to study wildlife biology.
harvested in 2016, and a special recognition for
Anna currently attends Lake
Michigan hound hunting spokesman Mike Thorman.
Superior State University and
The MBHA honored four students with a total of
hopes to eventually secure a
$4,000 in scholarships through the MBHA – Bill
job working in the outdoors.
Walker Scholarship essay contest, with $3,000
The junior works with the unicoming directly from the MBHA and another $1,000
versity’s biology department on
from Bear Management Cooperator Patch sales.
wetland projects, and plans to
The first place scholarship of $1,750 went to Brancontinue her studies in gradudi Andrews, a senior at Central Michigan University
ate school once her understudying Natural Resources and Criminal Justice
graduate is complete.
with a focus on eventually becoming a sergeant
MBHA Director Sandy Mae
with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.
presented the scholarships
Haley McVannel received $1,250 for the second Mike Thorman, who lobbies on behalf of the MBHA, Michigan Hunting at the convention, where she
Dog Federation and UP Bear Houndsmen, was recognized for his
place scholarship. Haley, daughter of long serving
also recognized past winners.
MBHA Director Brett McVannel, attended her first work protecting bear hunters and houndsmen in Lansing. State Rep. One of those past winners,
bear hunt at two weeks old, and attributed her love Triston Cole presented Thorman with the State of Michigan seal signed Blake Huff, is now receiving
by all members of the state House of Representatives at the 2017
for the outdoors to growing up as part of the MBHA.
another kind of recognition as
convention.
a law enforcement officer in
Kalkaska, she said.
“In
the
past
couple
months
Blake
has
performed
two major acts of hero800-430-2010
ism. He delivered a baby – by himself! And he rescued a woman from a fire,
™
putting his own life at risk,” Mae said. “Next week, Blake will be honored
in Kalkaska as officer of the year!”
Mae thanked the scholarship committee as well, which includes MBHA
Since 1988
Garmin
Secretary Laura Patton and Director Doug Hempenstall.
Accepting All Remote
HuntView
Longtime MBHA member Ron Potoczack presented the 2017 Big Bear
Trainers in Trade!
Maps In
Awards,
as well as several goofy jokes that drew a lot of laughs from
Stock
attendees.
$79.99
The third place finisher Tom Stein took his 400-pound bear while hound
Most
hunting alongside MBHA members Jason and Jeremy Morrison in the
Orders
Upper Peninsula. Second place went to Keith Kettinger, who took a hefty
Delivered
420 pound bear with hounds in an exciting chase through a river.
Next Day
The top prize for biggest bear went to Bob Bartoszek, who downed a
in MI !
474-pound monster near Gladstone during the third season while hunting
over bait.
Reliable
Repair
The 2017 convention also featured a special presentation from state
Services
Rep. Triston Cole to Mike Thorman, who advocates for hound hunters in
Lansing on behalf of the MBHA, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation and
UP Bear Houndsmen.
Free
Cole presented Thorman with a framed Seal of Michigan, signed by all
Color
members of the state House of Representatives to honor of years of tireless
Catalog
work testifying in committee hearings, speaking out against undesirable
legislation, and ensuring lawmakers understand where hound hunters
stand on a variety of important issues.
“One of the things that Mike Thorman has done – and this is what makes
Stop In and See Us!
1517 Northern Star Drive
him successful – is he’s succeeded in building sincere relationships with
Traverse City, MI 49696
www.collarclinic.com
...continued on page 11.
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MBHA convention highlights
scholarship and Big Bear Award
winners, recognizes Mike Thorman’s
legislative work to protect hound
hunters
continued from page 10...

elected officials in Lansing, both in the House and the Senate,” Cole told
The Bear Facts. “And that’s so very critical to legislative success.”
Cole said lawmakers hear from a wide range of outdoor advocates, and
Thorman is among the best at defending the rights of Michigan bear and
hound hunters.
“You get a lot of people here, but Thorman really carries the water and
does a great job when dogs are involved,” Cole said. “He’s got his finger
on the pulse … and a vision of what to do and what not to do to get the
greatest success possible.”
“Sportsmen are outnumbered (in Lansing) and it really takes these relationships to get our points across about our lifestyle and our activities,”
he said. “Mike does that, and he’s not afraid to jump into a conversation
and tell you like it is.”
Cole cited Thorman’s work to secure penalties for anti-hunters or dog
thieves who remove dog collars in Michigan, and to block a political
power play that would have given control over dog kennels to anti-hunting
groups, as some of his most recognizable victories during the last legislative session.
Also, Thorman has been among key leaders instrumental in getting
lawmakers out in the field to hunt with hounds, an effort Cole believes is
making a difference among his colleagues.

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
“It’s just so refreshing to see how … the MBHA and every member has
been to the political process and the elected officials,” Cole said.
“I think there’s been some successes because of it and friendships forged
because of it, and the sport is better because of it,” he said, pointing out
that numerous lawmakers from both the state House and Senate attended
the 2017 convention, alongside top DNR officials and staffers, and leaders
of the state’s largest conservation and hunting groups.
“It’s a big thing to get these guys to drive up to the convention,” Cole
said. “And being able to take them out to experience training runs in the
summer, that’s not possible with other groups and other groups aren’t as
welcoming as MBHA members have been.”
The MBHA’s outreach to lawmakers is organized in coordination with the
Michigan Hunting Dog Federation and UP Bear Houndsmen.
Thoman said he felt humbled by the recognition, which he said would
not be possible without the help of members from all three organizations
supporting his work.
Lawmakers “listen to me because they know I’m talking for the MBHA,
Hunting Dog Federation and UP Bear Houndsmen,” Thorman said.
“The way I look at it is like a coach holding up a trophy saying look what
I won,” Thorman said. “I don’t feel like Mike Thorman won recognition, I
feel like the dog owners in Michigan won recognition.” m
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NRC approves 2017-18 regs, license
increases in both peninsulas
continued from page 1...

Much of that increase will come in the Baldwin BMU, where officials more
than doubled the desired harvest to 90 bears from 43 in 2016.
The NRC proposal, approved in March, cites increasing nuisance complaints and car-bear collisions for the drastic jump.
“Nuisance and crop damage complaints across the NLP region have risen
dramatically in recent years. Notable complaints such as bluff charges,
attacks on humans, and domestic dog kills have become more common
and have created a higher level of concern among the public and department staff,” the memo read.
Mike Thorman, spokesman for the MBHA and Michigan Hunting Dog
Federation, pointed out that officials recorded 40 car-bear collisions in the
Baldwin BMU in 2016, compared to a total of 52 bears taken by hunters.
He noted that DNR officials also responded to “three attacks on people
from bears and numerous complaints from people in Cadillac,” where

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
bears have busted bird feeders and rummaged through garbage bins.
Thorman said the MBHA and most other groups represented on the
DNR’s Bear Forum opposed the Lower Peninsula license increases,
though they understood the motivation behind them.
“I would say overall we’re satisfied with the cautious increases they’re
doing to manage bear. There’s some things we’d prefer to be different, but
there’s no huge problems,” he said. “We’ve just got to keep the harvest
statewide in the 1,500 range, and this plan should do that.”
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle agrees, but believes “doubling the
tags is a little extreme” for the Baldwin BMU.
“We don’t like to see bears killed for nuisance reasons, and that applies
to the Red Oak unit too,” he said. “We’ve offered to help the DNR with
supplemental feeding programs to keep bears in the woods and out of
town and getting in trouble.
“If we can help mitigate nuisance complaints with some sort of supplemental feeding in May or June, that would be good.”
Upper Peninsula Bear Houndmen President Joe Hudson said that while
the cuts to licenses in recent years has undoubtedly helped UP bear
populations, he’s not
convinced that the
DNR’s new computer
model for population
estimates is accurate.
“They think there’s
more bear than there
is,” said Hudson, who
believes license allocations in some UP
BMUs are too high.
“Newberry (BMU) is
one-third the size as
Red Oak and they
give out the same
number of tags for
both units.”
Hudson said he
hunts 11 miles from
the Wisconsin border,
and the difference in
bear activity between
the states is obvious
because of Wisconsin’s more conservative approach.
“In Wisconsin, you
have to wait eight to
nine years for a kill tag
and … there’s five to
six bears per bait, big
bears,” he said. “What
would be wrong with
waiting three years to
get a tag?”
Statewide, DNR officials expect the 2017
and 2018 seasons to
...continued on
page 17.
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World-renowned bear expert Lynn
Rogers discusses bear biology and
habitat at DNR forum
By Victor Skinner

HOUGHTON – World-renowned black bear expert Lynn Rogers gave
a talk at Michigan Technological University in April about his decades of
extensive research “walking with bears” and how his experiences can
help landowners who want to
manage their property for bear
habitat.
The Michigan Department
of Natural Resources invited
the Michigan native, who now
lives in Minnesota, to share
his unique perspective with
Upper Peninsula landowners
as part of a series of “Wildlife
Through Forestry” forums
scheduled across the peninsula this spring and summer.
“Dr. Rogers pioneered the
research technique of ‘walking
with bear’ and consequently
has shown the world their
never-before-seen-life,” DNR
officials wrote in a letter to
about 1,800 landowners in
Houghton, Keweenaw, Baraga
and Ontonagon counties.
“Understanding a species of
wildlife’s basic needs is the
starting point for prescribing
management practices that
enhance habitat.”
Rogers discussed how his research into black bears evolved from more
traditional methods involving observation of collared bears into a much
more intimate approach over the last 50 years that put him into regular
close contact with the animals.
“I grew up afraid of bears because of everything I read and the warnings I read at national parks,” Rogers told The Bear Facts, adding that
he carried that perspective into his early research. “I could hardly see the
animals I was studying. Eventually I realized all the behaviors I thought
were threats, they never followed through on.”
Lunges, slapping at the ground, blowing and bluff charges never translated into actual attacks, he said.
“I saw it hundreds of times, and no follow through. That gave me the
courage to try the Jane Goodall method, walking with them and gaining
their trust,” Rogers said.
“I spent thousands of hours walking with bears,” he said, time spent getting a better understanding of the real meaning behind their vocalizations
and body language, and how they find food, shelter and water.
Rogers’ research – studying how bears use the forest, crawling in dens
with sows and cubs, experiments with supplemental feeding, and generally living life alongside the animals - led to well over 100 scientific papers
on black bear biology and ecology, more than a dozen documentaries,
and the establishment of the North American Bear Center, where Rogers
continues his research in Minnesota.

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
“That allowed me to get the truth out about bears in Minnesota,” he said.
This June marks 50 years since Rogers began “walking with bears,”
and his research has helped to increase public acceptance of bears from
feared pests to a prized game species, he said.
“As people get over the fear of bears, they’re more willing to manage
their land in favor of bears,” Rogers said.
The research also played an important role in a joint study with the U.S.
Department of Interior to develop a Habitat Suitability Index that explains
how folks can support better
black bear habitat, information Rogers published on
the Bear Center website
BearStudy.org and shared
with landowners in the UP.
“One thing my data supported (was the) practice
of having small irregular
shaped clear cuts, which allowed more berries and ant
production,” he said. “I also
saw how much the bears
used white pines as refuge
trees.”
DNR officials also outlined
some of the more important
considerations in their letter
to landowners.
“Wetlands and early successional small forest opening embedded in mature
hardwood stands provide
early season forage, berries
and colonial insects,” the
DNR wrote. “Rough-barked
pine and hemlock nursery trees (trees that cubs can easily climb to sleep
and escape danger) allow a lactating female to forage for nutritious food
to maintain milk production.
“List of preferred foods is an indication of nutritional needs – early season grasses, legumes, swamp thistle, sweet ciciley, aster, juneberry, wild
sarsaparilla, blueberry, elderberry, dogwood berries, raspberry, blackberry,
black cherry, acorns, beaked hazel, and colonial insects, especially ants
which constitute the main source of protein for black bear.”
DNR forester Gary Willis said the main objective of the “Wildlife Through
Forestry” forums is to encourage landowners to develop a management
plan for their property, and to connect them with resources to put it in action.
“We want to show you how you can increase wildlife on your land by
careful implementation of a well-written resource plan,” he said.
“We want to get the top people in the country (to discuss animal biology)
so we can establish a solid foundation for this Wildlife Through Forestry
program,” he said. “We want to know the truth and biology of these animals
so we can best create habitat.”
The next forum is scheduled for May 8 at the Ottawa Sportsmen’s Club
on M-38 near Baraga, where Mississippi State University researchers will
discuss an ongoing predator-prey study in the UP.
More information about that event, or the dozens of foresters and wildlife
biologists willing to help landowners develop forest management plans,
is available by contacting Willis by phone at 906-353-6651 or email at
willisg2@michigan.gov. m
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Michigan Bear Hunters Association
Promotional Supplies
www.mibearhunters.org

Adult T-Shirts
Adult Crew Sweatshirts
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Adult Small to 2XL = $12.00
3XL to 4XL = $17.00
Small to 2XL = $25.00
Tall T-shirts – Black or Grey Only – XL, 2XL, or 3XL = $20.00
3XL = $30.00
Adult Hooded Sweatshirts
Adult Camo Clothing – Real Tree AP- Dog Logo or State Logo
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Short Sleeve T-shirts:
Small to XL = $30.00 2XL-3XL = $35.00
Small to 2XL = $30.00
3XL = $35.00
Long Sleeve T-shirt:
Small to XL = $35.00 2XL-3XL = $40.00
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt – Dog Logo or State Logo:
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt: Small to XL = $70.00 2XL-3XL = $80.00
Black or Grey Only – Small to 2XL = $40.00
Hats - Dog Logo and State Logo
Children's Clothing
Mesh Hats - Various Colors (Listed On-Line) = $12.00
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo Only
Camoflauge Hats – Mossy Oak or Orange =
$15.00
T-Shirts - Sizes XS to XL =
$8.00
Embroidered Hats =$18.00
Crew Sweatshirts - Sizes XS to XL =
$20.00
Khaki with Mossy Oak Detail – OR – Orange with Mossy Oak Trim
Hooded Sweatshirts - Sizes XS to XL = $25.00
Stainless Steel Coffee Mug with Black Grip = $10.00
Dog Logo or State Logo Patch = $5.00**
Dog Logo or State Logo Decal = $2.00 **(specify inside or outside)
MBHA Memories Book = $10.00
State Logo License Plate = $7.00
2011 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2012 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2013 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2014 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2015 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2016 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**

ON-LINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE - go to www.mibearhunters.org
Click on Merchandise Tab for more details - Free Shipping on Patches/Decals Not Available On-Line

ORDER FORM
Item

Logo*

Color

Size

*Please indicate Dog Logo or State Logo

Quantity

Please list alternate colors here__________________ - Look On-Line for Color Availability at www.mibearhunters.org
6% Michigan State Sales Tax is included in merchandise price

Shipping

Name
Address
City
Phone

Order Amount
Postage

$0.00 - $25.00
$6.95

Make Checks Payable to:
Credit Cards Accepted:
16 Digit Credit Card Number:
Signature:

Price Each

Total Price

Subtotal

Shipping

Total

Mail and Phone Orders--**Free Shipping on purchase of patches and/or decals**
$25.01 - $50.00
$50.01 -$75.00
$75.01 - $100.00
$100.01 - $150.00
Over $150.00
$7.95
$9.95
$10.95
$12.95
$14.95

State
Zip Code
E-mail
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover (circle one)
3 Digit Security Code:
Expiration Date:

SEND ORDER TO:
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
c/o Maryann Pedigo
5955 Bullard Road, Fenton, MI 48430
(810)-632-7261
E-mail: pedigo.mbhamerchandise@gmail.com

09/2016
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2016-2017 Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association

Ticket Price: $50.00 each :: Raffle License Number: C27538
1 in 1,000 Chance of Winning Every Week for 52 Weeks!!!
Drawing Every Friday at 7:30pm from July 1, 2016 through June
23, 2017
Winning number is the Friday evening Michigan Daily 3.
If the raffle ticket for the daily number has not been sold, a drawing from the pool of raffle
ticket stubs sold will take place at 2385 Botsford Rd, Howell, MI 48855 between 7:30p.m. and
8:00p.m. the same day.

TICKETS GO FAST SO ORDER SOON!
Send Check written to MBHCA to
Michael Pedigo– 52 Gun Raffle Chair- 2385 Botsford Rd, Howell, MI 48855
For questions, call (810)577-1220 or email– MBHA52gunraffle@gmail.com
If interested in supporting the Organization and becoming a ticket seller contact Michael
Pedigo at contact information above.
For more information and complete list of prizes go to our website at www.mibearhunters.org
Any Gun Won Can Be Traded for Store Credit at Jay’s in Gaylord or Clare!!

RAFFLE TO STOP ANTI-HUNTERS!
WEEK

DATE

GUN

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

7/1/2016
7/8/2016
7/15/2016
7/22/2016
7/29/2016
8/5/2016
8/12/2016
8/19/2016
8/26/2016
9/2/2016
9/9/2016
9/16/2016
9/23/2016
9/30/2016
10/7/2016
10/14/2016
10/21/2016
10/28/2016
11/4/2016
11/11/2016
11/18/2016
11/25/2016
12/2/2016
12/9/2016
12/16/2016
12/23/2016

REMINGTON VERSA MAX SPRTSMAN 12GA SHOTGUN S/A
MOSSBERG MVP PREDATOR 5.56MM RIFLE BOLT
LEGACY HATSAN MODEL 87 12GA SHOTGUN
RUGER 10/22 S BLACK WALNUT 22LR RIFLE
WEATHERBY SA-08 12GA SHOTGUN
REMINGTON 870 EXP 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
MOSSBERG 500 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP
RUGER AMERICAN 270WIN SYN RIFLE BOLT
BROWNING BPS HUNTER 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
SAVAGE 22MAG/410GA COMBO SHOTGUN O/U
MARLIN 44 MAG RIFLE LEVER ACTION
RUGER 10/22 GATOR 22LR RIFLE
SAVAGE AXIS BLUE 243WIN RIFLE BOLT
MOSSBERG KAYHAN 920 20GA SHOTGUN S/A
THOMPSON CENTER VENTURE LONG W/S 7MM MAG
Winchester XPR 30-06 blue polymer stock
HENRY STEEL FRAME 30-30 RIFLE LEVER ACTION
THOMPSON CENTER VENTURE 270WIN RIFLE
MOSSBERG FLEX 500 12GA SHOTGUN
WEATHERBY 12GA SHOTGUN S/A
RUGER AMERICAN PREDATOR 223 REM BOLT ACTION
STOEGER UPLANDER 12GA SHOTGUN SXS
BROWNING A-BOLT III 30-06SPRG COMP STK RIFLE BOLT
SAVAGE SS DBM SYN XP 7MM08 RIFLE BOLT
MOSSBERG 500 COMBO 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
MARLIN 336C 30-30WIN RIFLE LEVER ACTION
www.mibearhunters.org

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

12/30/2016
RUGER AMERICAN 30-06SPRG SYN RIFLE BOLT
1/6/2017
WEATHERBY VANGUARD SELECT 308WIN RIFLE
1/13/2017
CVA SCOUT V2 300BLK RIFLE SCOPED W/ CASE
1/20/2017
SAVAGE AXIS SR 308WIN BOLT
1/27/2017
RUGER 25-06 REM RIFLE BOLT
2/3/2017
WINCHESTER 20GA WATERFOWL MAX5 SHOTGUN PUMP
2/10/2017
COLT M4 OPS 22LR RIFLE S/A
2/17/2017 WEATHERBY SA-459 THREAT RESPONSE 12GA SHOTGUN S/A
2/24/2017
SAVAGE B-MAG 17WSM SS SYN RIFLE BOLT
3/3/2017THOMPSON CENTER ENCORE SST CAMO FX 50 CAL MUZZLELOADER
3/10/2017
RUGER AMERICAN-C 22-250REM RIFLE BOLT
3/17/2017
DEL-TON AR-15 5.56MM RIFLE S/A
3/24/2017
BROWNING A-BOLT HUNT 7MM REM RIFLE
3/31/2017
SMITH & WESSON MP 15 SPORT 5.56 RIFLE
4/7/2017
STOEGER COACH 20GA SHOTGUN SXS
4/14/2017
RUGER AMERICAN 270WIN SS ALL WEATHER RIFLE BOLT
4/21/2017
MARLIN 336W 30-30WIN RIFLE LEVER ACTION
4/28/2017
TIKKA T3 LITE 243WIN RIFLE BOLT
5/5/2017
REMINGTON 700 SPS 30-06SPRG RIFLE BOLT
5/12/2017
FRANCHI AFFINITY 20GA SYN SHOTGUN S/A
5/19/2017
HOWA 1500 7MM-08 FOXY WOODS RIFLE BOLT
5/26/2017
RUGER AMERICAN 223 REM BOLT
6/2/2017
BERETTA TIKKA T3 LITE 270WIN
6/9/2017
MOSSBERG 500 FLD 12 GA PUMP SHOTGUN
6/16/2017
HENRY BIG BOY 44MAG/44SPL RIFLE LEVER
6/23/2017
BERETTA A300 OUTLANDER 12GA WOOD SHOTGUN S/A

– www.facebook.com/mibearhunters
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Clam River Houndsman Club hosts
winter coyote hunt, teams with MBHA
for summer swim trials

really good dogs there,” he said. “We were running and gunning real hard.”
Back at the club on Sunday, the place was packed, Proctor said.
“It was so family oriented,” he said. “It was so busy – standing room only
in the club house.”
By Victor Skinner
“It was a blast. It was one of the best times I’ve ever had.”
The Clam River Houndsman Club are hoping for a similar turnout when
FALMOUTH – A winter coyote hunt at the Clam River Houndsman Club
the
MBHA co-hosts swim trials at the club this June.
drew dozens of hound hunters from across northern Michigan this year,
Last
year, dozens of hound hunters, their families and dogs trekked
the third for the growing event.
to
the
club
to compete through a series of heats, with winners for three
“It’s something we started to do for fun and it just got bigger,” said member
different
classes.
Cory Warson, who helped organize the hunt. “It’s a team deal and we don’t
“The MBHA basically sets the prizes – a sweatshirt and membership for
have a set number per team. Everyone hunts their own areas.
first,
t-shirt and membership for second, and a hat and membership for third
“We open it up to predator callers and we got four guys without dogs
place,”
Proctor said, adding that Double U also donates other prizes. “It’s
who like to go,” he said. “It’s basically a body count competition – who
nice
to
put
your dogs in shape. It’s low impact and high activity for the dogs.
kills the most coyotes?”
“That’s
why
we do a lot of this – conditioning for the dogs,” he said.
“It’s mostly a fun
Warson said the swim trial event
thing for guys to
also
features a competition in
get together and
which
hounds are judged on intenit really helps out
sity
in
baying a mounted bear on
with the predator
an
air
cylinder,
as well as kids fun
population,” Warand
other
family
activities.
son said.
“It’s
a
whole
day
deal … the
The hunt started
weekend
before
Father’s
Day,”
with sign-ins at
Warson
said.
the Clam River
More information about the swim
Houndsman Club
trial
and other events at the Clam
in Falmouth on
River
Houndsman Club is availFriday night and
able
on
the group’s Facebook
concluded with a
page.
celebration back
Warson said events are open to
at the club on Sunanyone,
and memberships cost
day, with hunters
$20
for
those
who want to join. The
calling in their take
membership
also includes memNumerous
MBHA
members
took
part
in
a
coyote
hunt
at
the
Clam
River
each evening.
bership
in
the
Michigan Hunting
Houndsman
Club
in
Falmouth
this
winter,
with
a
team
led
by
Buck
Tice
and
Mike
Warson said the
Proctor
taking
first
place
with
six
coyotes
over
a
weekend.
Dog
Federation,
Warson said. m
event grew from
about 20 entrants
three years ago to a peak of well over 100, and this year’s family friendly
affair included numerous door prizes for kids and adults, cash payouts for
the top three teams, and an evening of food and fellowship with hunters
from several area hound groups.
“The weather was perfect for it this year. There were a lot of kids, my
wife was with me in the hunt,” he said. “It’s very family. There’s also kids
prizes when everybody comes in on Sunday.
“We do a dish to pass deal. We also did a chili cook-off this year,”
Warson said. “Everyone who enters the hunt gets a door prize. This year
we did 50 percent of the entry fees for first place, 25 percent for second,
and 10 percent for third. My team took third this year and we donated it
back to the club.”
Wade Norman’s team took second place, while first place – with six
coyotes - went to MBHA member Buck Tice’s team, which included MBHA
directors Mike Proctor and Elisa Kwapis, as well as members Jake Stincic,
Mike Stier, Haley Bryson, Tyson Chorba, Tip McGuire, Jim Justin, Shawn
Tice, and Joe Seaman. The first place payout was roughly $500.
“We hunted hard for six coyotes,” Proctor said, adding that he had his
eye on the prize. “I was going to spend the night in the woods if I had to.
I don’t play for second.”
Proctor said the team took three coyotes each day near Frederick.
“Everybody on our team basically had dogs and we had a number of

www.facebook.com/mibearhunters

507 South Otsego, Gaylord, MI 49734

800-292-3941 • 989-732-2451
Kevin Johnson, Owner
www.johnsonspropane.com
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NRC approves 2017-18 regs, license
increases in both peninsulas
continued from page 12...

produce a total harvest of about 1,525 bears, though the change to the
Baraga BMU will push that figure up some.
“In terms of quotas, I think we’re comfortable,” said Amy Trotter, deputy
director for Michigan United Conservation Clubs. “Our goal is still to see
a gradual increase in bear populations in all these units.”
The NRC also approved a ban on all chocolate in bear bait, a move supported by the MBHA, UP Bear Houndsmen and the Michigan Hunting Dog
Federation, though Dusterwinkle said many hunters would have preferred
to have allowed trace amounts found in many baits.
Theobromine, an alkaloid found in chocolate, is toxic to bears, dogs,
coyotes, wolves, raccoons and other wildlife.
“It was the only sensible thing to do,” Thorman said.
Commissioners increased a cap on non-resident bear hunting licenses
from 2 percent to 5 percent, as well. The move will result in about 200
fewer licenses available residents and was opposed by many bear hunters.
“I think that’s something we’ll look at long term to see how it affects
hunters’ access to tags,” Trotter said.
Several proposals offered by MBHA and other groups for the two-year
regulation cycle were rejected by the DNR, including the use of bait barrels
on public lands, an earlier start to the baiting season, a 10-day bait-only
start to the UP season, and concurrent season openers for both peninsulas.
The DNR did, however, recommend an increase in hounds during the
hunting season from six to eight, and the NRC approved the move.
“You’re allowed to use eight during the training season and six during
the hunt, and that didn’t make sense,” DNR bear and wolf specialist Kevin
Swanson said.
Swanson said the two dog increase will not have a biological impact, while
Thorman pointed out it opens up more opportunities for hound hunters.
“Everybody would like to have a dog in the race, and it allows two more
hounds to participate,” he said.
Trotter said MUCC expects to revisit a resolution at its convention this
summer to push for bait barrels on public lands, but noted that a similar
resolution last year failed to gain approval.
The Archery Bear Hunters of Michigan, meanwhile, plans to continue
to oppose the idea over fears that they could result in more young bears
chased by hounds earlier in the year.
Dusterwinkle, Thorman and Hudson believe the argument is based on
a misconceptions about hound hunters.

Dear MBHA
Thanks for 71 years
of protecting
bears and bear
hunting.
A Grateful Hunter

Michigan Bear Hunters Association
“I think it’s bogus – hound hunters avoid sows with cubs because the
sows are very protective and dangerous,” Dusterwinkle said. “It’s just a
train wreck waiting to happen.”
He said MBHA officials plan to continue discussions with the DNR about
bait barrels on public lands, as well as an earlier start to the baiting season
and a supplemental feeding program to mitigate nuisance complaints for
coming years.
“We’re still pushing for early baiting at the bare minimum to start in July,
when the training season starts,” he said. m

“Granola, Caramel,
Jelly, Frostings, Fillings,
30# Boxes of Candy, Etc.”
Check our website for prices!
Call for availability!

www.michiganbearbaitman.com
Not For Human Consumption

MBHA Thanks

Wal-Mart Supercenter

Gaylord, Mich. for many years
of generous support.
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Huff, Rusty
4028 Ottawa Trail
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-786-4060
huffc40@hotmail.com

Huff, Keith
13786 Sparr Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-732-3180
sherryandkeithh@yahoo.com

Huff, Troy
12272 Sawdust Pile Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-731-0735
hufft1010@gmail.com

Kwapis, Elisa
3395 Island Hill Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-370-5502
kwapis16@hotmail.com

Directors
Anderson, Cliff
4057 Kilgore Rd.
Avoca, MI 48006
810-304-2091
mariaandcliff@mac.com

Kwapis, Stanley
13690 Sparr Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-731-5236

MBHA Board of Directors
President
Dusterwinkle, Tim
21590 Woodward Ave
Big Rapids, MI 49307
906-748-4935
duster.mbha@gmail.com
Vice-President
Pedigo, Michael
2385 Botsford Rd.
Howell, MI 48855
810-577-1220
spedigo55@gmail.com
Treasurer
Butcher, Chuck
716 Maple Ridge
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-732-1449
butchercharles@hotmail.com
Secretary
Patton, Laura
331 W. Old State St.
Central Lake, MI 49727
231-676-3029
rlpatton@bignetnorth.net
Membership
Huff, Cindy
4028 Ottawa Trail
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-889-9398
huffc40@hotmail.com
Merchandise
Pedigo, Maryann
5955 Bullard Rd.
Fenton, MI 48430
810-632-7261
mip57@hotmail.com
Bear Facts Editor
Skinner, Victor
498 Randall Rd.
Muskegon, MI 49441
315-525-8069
skinnervictor@gmail.com
Past Presidents
Pedigo, Matt
3854 Cullen Rd.
Howell, MI 48855
810-577-1402
pedigo.matt@gmail.com
Hewitt, Phil
7796 Ainsworth Rd.
Lake Odessa, MI 48849
616-862-2901
sharkysblues@yahoo.com
McVannel, Brett
10510 Fairgrieve Rd.
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-370-1848
cowboys197@yahoo.com

Anderson, Maria
4057 Kilgore Rd.
Avoca, MI 48006
810-304-2095
mariaandcliff@mac.com
Austin, Bill
7755 Pleasant Hill Rd.
Ellsworth, MI 49729
231-676-7788
billaustin@ejminet.com
Cottrell, Lance
5117 M-32 E
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-370-6275
lancecottrell96@gmail.com
Druckenmiller, Brian
4946 Northview Lane
Central Lake, MI 49622
231-544-9893
Evans, Ernie
4701 Lakeside Dr.
Brethren, MI 49619
989-717-2951
swamprat96@hotmail.com
Hempenstall, Doug
572 Acorn Rd.
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-705-1641
hempenstalld@cityofgaylord.org
Hopp, Brett
2288 Ramona Trail
Gaylord, MI 49735
989-710-1045
brett.hopp@gmail.com
Huff, Blake
212 West St. Apt. E-37
Kalkaska, MI 49646
989-464-5751
blakehuff3905@gmail.com

LaForge, Mike
27350 Irwin Rd.
Richmond, MI 48062
586-784-9005
grizzly777@peoplepc.com
May, Sandy
565 E. Sheldon St.
Gaylord, MI 49735
248-854-6273
tenyeardegree@yahoo.com
Morrison, Jason
3673 Hill Rd.
Rapid City, MI 49676
231-218-8165
morrisonelectric@gmail.com
Prahl, Steve
6807 Peck Rd.
Greenville, MI 48838
616-485-1878
sprahl@miedemaappraisals.com
Proctor, Mike
9885 Old State Rd.
Gaylord, MI 49751
989-370-1418
proctorgrayfox@hotmail.com
Shafer, Keith
3540 Childs Lane
Central Lake, MI 49622
231-313-3529
kshafer1@gmail.com
Vruggink, Trent
4464 E. County Road 460
Newberry, MI 49868
906-287-0120
trentvruggink@gmail.com
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We need your help to strengthen the Michigan Bear Hunters Association and Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association.
Sign up your friends and relatives and invite them to go hunting with you or to one of many MBHA - Sponsored events. As an
added incentive, for every new member you sign up, your name will be entered into a drawing to win. Once we have 15 names
in the hat we'll draw for a winner at one of our bi-monthly meetings. The winner will receive two dinner tickets to our annual
convention. Mail your membership to: Cindy Huff, 4028 Ottawa Trail, Johannesburg, MI 49751

New Member Sign-up & Renewal
Sponsoring Member_______________________________________________
New Member____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City___________________________________________________________
Phone-Day(_____)___________________Night(_____)_________________
Email_________________________________________________________
 Life - $250.00

Johnsons Telemetry
Rt. 4, Box 313
Eldorado Springs, MO 64744
(417) 876-5083

$645 or $685
with recharger

ATS Fieldmaster
16 Channel Receiver

• 160 KHz Frequency Range
• Automatic 30 min Shutdown
• 10 KHz Channel Spacing
• Separate RF & Audio Gain Controls
• Exceptional Sensitivity
• Built in Speaker & Handset Jack
• Sensitive Signal Meter
• Competitively Priced
• Ruggedly Built for field use
COD’s Accepted
• Simplified Operation
• Padded Carrying Case

MERLIN

 Individual - $20.00

 Family - $30.00

Receivers

3 Channel....................................... $540.00
6 Channel....................................... $570.00
10 Channel..................................... $570.00
12 Channel..................................... $630.00
24 Channel..................................... $665.00
36 Channel..................................... $680.00
48 Channel..................................... $685.00
7 x 4 1/2 x 2 3/4, 2 1/2 lbs.

Comes with rechargeable battery and charger,
single piece ear phone, padded nylon case with
shoulder strap and belt loop. Two dogs per channel availability. One year manufacturer warranty

RB

3 Channel....................................... $500.00
6 Channel....................................... $530.00
10 Channel..................................... $530.00
12 Channel..................................... $590.00
24 Channel..................................... $625.00
36 Channel..................................... $640.00
48 Channel..................................... $645.00
Add $40.00 for the recharge option
8 1/2 x 4 x 4 1/2, 3 lbs.

Waterproof aluminum case, two collars per channel
availability, without recharge uses 8 AA batteries.
One year manufacturer warranty

 Renewal

COLLARS

Standard “D”
(12 1/2 ounces)
16,000 battery life hours.
For larger tree dogs.
Standard “c”
(10 ounces)
8,000 battery life hours.
Good for all around hunting dogs.
Standard LIGHT
(8 1/2 ounces)
4,000 battery life hours.
Good for small hunting dogs.
ULTRA LIGHT
(4 ounces)
2,000 battery life hours.
One year warranty on transmitter.

Collars $125.00

With Tree Switch $135.00
One year warranty on transmitter.

DIRECTIONAL YAGI’S

3 element
$75.00
5 element
$110.00
Non-directional antenna
magnetic based
$45.00
Extra shut-off magnets
$1.00

Cindy Huff

Michigan BEAR HUNTERS ASSOCIATION

4028 Ottawa Trail
Johannesburg, MI 49751
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