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Michigan Bear Hunters Association
takes 2017 Convention to Shanty Creek
Resorts
By Victor Skinner

BELLAIRE – The Michigan Bear Hunters Association will host its annual
convention at Shanty Creek Resorts for the first time this year when hunters
from across the state and beyond converge in Bellaire on March 17 and 18.
Over 500 folks trekked to Treetops Resort in Gaylord in 2016, and MBHA
President Tim Dusterwinkle is optimistic this year’s convention will be a
similar success.
“Last year was a record year for us, and we’re hoping to repeat that this
year,” he said. “We’ve never been to Shanty Creek before, so we’ll have
to see how it goes. It’s a really nice place.”

Wolf attacks on hounds continue to
plague the Upper Peninsula
By Victor Skinner

REXTON – Wetmore hound hunter Jordan Farmer knows first-hand the
kinds of wolf problems plaguing the Upper Peninsula.
“Anywhere you go in the UP, it’s got wolves. There’s nowhere that’s safe
to hunt right now because of the wolves,” he said.
Farmer, 23, came to that conclusion after speaking with numerous hound
hunters following a harrowing experience while running hounds after a
bear with buddies just south of Rexton on the first weekend of October.
The bear “crossed the road and I saw there was only one dog, so I put
my dogs down,” Farmer said. “They went north and made a big loop and
I watched on the GPS” as his youngest dog lagged behind and eventually
stopped moving.
“I just figured he fell off and continued on with the hunt. Finally, when he
still hadn’t moved, I went in to find him,” he said.
Tracking by GPS, Farmer started shouting for his 14-month-old bluetick
Duke from about 100 yards away, but there was no answer.
“I get within 50 to 70 yards and there was two wolves, staring at me,”
Farmer said. “They came right at me, 20 yards probably from me … and
they sat there and stared at me and came closer and closer.”
Unarmed, Farmer slowly moved away, and climbed up on a blowdown
behind him.
“I got up on it and I don’t know what happened,” he said. “I turned around
and they were gone.”
....continued on page 8

The MBHA will hold its annual convention at Shanty Creek Resorts in Bellaire
for the first time on March 17 and 18.

....continued on page 7

DNR to increase harvest slightly in the
Upper Peninsula, significantly in the
northern Lower
By Victor Skinner

ST. IGNACE – Hunters exceeded the Department of Natural Resources’
desired bear harvest in 2016, marking the fifth consecutive year of overharvest.
Michigan bear hunters took about 1,563 bears statewide last season that
included about 93 bears more than anticipated in the Upper Peninsula
and 115 above the goal harvest in the northern Lower Peninsula. Harvest
exceeded the DNR’s projections in all units except the Amasa and Gwinn
Bear Management Units.
“It was down 5 percent from 2015 and it’s 16 percent below the 10year average,” DNR bear and wolf specialist Kevin Swanson told The
Bear Facts. “We did exceed (the harvest) goal, but if we exceed the goal
and … our abundance estimate is in good standing there’s no problem
exceeding that goal.”
“Our abundance estimates show we have a growing population in the
northern Lower Peninsula and the Upper Peninsula,” he said, adding that
other indicators like car-bear accidents and bear nuisance complaints are
also up from previous years.
The BMUs with the biggest overruns in the UP included the Baraga BMU,
where hunters took 308 bears compared to a desired harvest of 260, as
well as the Newberry BMU, where hunters harvested 288 bears – 40 more
than the desired harvest.
....continued on page 5

MBHA video highlighting hound hunting for bears in Michigan to debut at the
2017 Convention
By Victor Skinner

MIO – The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is teaming with Bear Hunting Magazine’s Clay Newcomb to produce a roughly 20 to 30 minute
documentary video about hound hunting for bears in Michigan.
....continued on page 10
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President's Message
Greetings fellow bear hunters and happy new
year, I would like to apologize to every one of
you for missing the last issue of The Bear Facts.
Circumstances beyond our control made it impossible to get the issue out on time, so we are
making this issue larger. Thankfully, this problem
has been resolved, and will not happen again.
We survived the election last November, and
I am optimistic about the future of our sport and
hunting in general. President Trump has promised to appoint pro-second amendment justices
to the Supreme court, and many of his other appointees are pro-hunting. This is a breath of fresh
MBHA President
air for me, particularly after the past 8 years!
Tim Dusterwinkle
I hope everyone had a safe and successful
hunting season. I spent my hunting season in the Baldwin, Baraga, and
Newberry units. I found many more wolf tracks than bear tracks in the UP.
There is not a doubt in my mind as to where all the deer in the UP have
gone! If you agree with me that we need more bears, please contact Kevin
Swanson at the DNR @ 906-226-1357 and tell him NOT to issue more
kill tags. It is vitally important that you let the DNR know how you feel.
The MBHA convention is right around the corner; this next year it will be
in Bellaire, MI at Shanty Creek Resort on March 18, 2017. Clay Newcomb
from Bear Hunting Magazine will be one of our featured speakers again
this year. He will be introducing our bear hunting with hounds video which
was filmed this past August. This will be an important tool for us to educate
legislators, NRC commissioners, and others who make the policies that
affect us. MBHA believes it will be an invaluable tool to educate folks who,
for the most part, have no idea what hound hunting is like, and why we
do it. Unlike bait hunting, which most hunters in general are familiar with,
hound hunting is more of a lifestyle, and has deep roots in America, going
back to colonial days in the 1700’s.
Speaking of the convention, we are also searching for convention
prize donations. If anyone is interesting in supporting MBHA with a prize
donation, please contact Trent Vruggink at 906-287-0120. Our convention
provides a significant portion of our financial income so it’s important we
make it a success. You can find more convention info and dinner ticket
order forms in this issue of The Bear Facts. I hope to see you all there.
We also have 2017 Warchest tickets available for sale. There are over
$30,000 in prizes this year; I believe it is the best list of prizes we have
had in many years. This is an important fundraiser for us, as it allows us
to spend money to defend our sport against the anti-hunters. This year
we are again offering a $500 ticket sellers prize for those who wish to
sell tickets and support our efforts. If you would like some tickets, contact
Brett Hopp at 989-710-1045. Please help us continue to be leaders in
defending our hunting rights!
Election ballots have been mailed out…please take the time to vote!
Until next time, God bless, and happy hunting. m
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MBHA shows lawmakers what hound
hunting for bears is all about
By Victor Skinner

GAYLORD – The Michigan Bear Hunters Association hosted several
state lawmakers for hound training sessions over the summer to share
the family experience and the organization’s devotion to preserving the
state’s bears.
MBHA director Keith Huff and his family and hunting crew hosted several
lawmakers in multiple training sessions, including a run with Rep. Harvey
Santana and his daughter Sofia. Mancelona’s state Rep. Triston Cole, who
helped to coordinate Santana’s visit, also went along with his daughter May.
The group spent a hot August day learning about what it takes to raise
and train bear hounds, the family connection with nature, and the technical
aspects of coordinating a successful hunt, Santana said.
“I thought it was very professional, and they obviously knew what they
were doing,” he said. “This was an adventure for me.”
Sofia, 10, “can’t wait to go back again. She fell in love with it right away.”
Santana said he was impressed by how Huff and his sons coordinated
their hounds to tree a bear, and he got a flavor for the chase through bear
country most of his constituents would rather avoid.
“They had this thing down to a science,” Santana said. “It was great.
What is even more impressive is how expensive it can be, when you
think about training the dog and the equipment. You are not going to do
it unless you’re serious.”
Santana said he was also struck by the hospitality of his hosts, which
included many in the Huff clan, as well as friends who hunt with the crew
near Gaylord.
....continued on page 19.
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Lawmakers restore Scientific Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Act after appeal
ruling voids
By Victor Skinner

LANSING – State lawmakers restored the major provisions of the Scientific Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act in mid-December after an appeals
court ruled the original law unconstitutional.
The Michigan Court of Appeals in November voided the SFWCA over a
lawsuit filed by Keep Michigan Wolves Protected – a front group for the
Humane Society of the United States – that argued the law violated the
“title-object” clause of the state constitution. The court agreed that a provision to provide free hunting and fishing licenses to active military members
was not closely related enough to the other two major components: granting
the Natural Resources Commission explicit authority to name and manage
game species based on science, and a $1 million appropriation to fight
invasive aquatic species.
The Michigan Court of Claims initially rejected the lawsuit in 2015, but the
appeals court overruled and deemed the entire law unconstitutional. Legal
experts with Michigan United Conservation Clubs and the state believe the
court may have errored by failing to apply a “severability” statute – which
means the other portions of the law should have remained intact – but the
state does not currently plan to appeal the decision.
Without the SFWCA, the NRC temporarily lost authority to manage
game species based on science, as well as certain fisheries decisions
for several weeks.
But in mid-December, lawmakers approved Senate Bill 1187, which
“basically reinstates the Scientific Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act with
the exception of the provision for free licenses,” MUCC spokesman Drew
YoungeDyke said.
The law “passed the Senate 69-39, which actually picked up a couple of
votes” from when the law was originally approved by lawmakers in 2014,

Lawmakers move to protect sporting
dogs, regulate large-scale kennels
By Victor Skinner

LANSING – It’s now illegal in Michigan to remove the collar or microchip
from a dog without the owner’s consent, and those who violate the law
could face up to $2,500 in fines.
Lawmakers approved House Bill 5215 at the close of the 2016 legislative
session at the behest of the Michigan Bear Hunters Association, Michigan
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YoungeDyke said.
The Michigan Bear Hunters Association joined with dozens of hunting,
fishing and conservation organizations around the state that year to collect
hundreds of thousands of signatures to present the Scientific Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Act to the state legislature. The MBHA also contributed about $120,000 toward the effort, which was aimed at countering two
ballot initiatives promoted by HSUS and Keep Michigan Wolves Protected
to block wolf hunting in Michigan after the NRC approved a hunt in 2013.
The 2013 hunt was the first since the state gained management of gray
wolves in 2011, when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service removed the
animals from the Endangered Species List. A federal judge overturned that
decision in December 2014, returning gray wolves in Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Wyoming to the Endangered Species List.
Currently, Michigan’s more than 600 wolves can only legally be killed in
the defense of human life, though state governments and conservation
groups appealed the federal court ruling and a judge is reconsidering the
case.
In December, HSUS and Keep Michigan Wolves Protected mounted
a last-minute online campaign in an unsuccessful attempt to persuade
Gov. Rick Snyder to veto SB 1187. The groups alleged in a press release
that “Michigan citizens have stated in no uncertain terms that they do not
support the recreational hunting and trapping of wolves.”
The intent of SB 1187, the release said, is “to once again designate
wolves as a game species to be hunting and trapped” but it did not reference federal protections that currently make that impossible.
The relatively swift passage of SB 1187 was “a big win for us,” MBHA
President Tim Dusterwinkle said.
The MBHA “contributed around $120,000 to $130,000 to (present the
SFWCA to lawmakers in 2014) and we kind of hated to see it get sidelined
by a technicality,” he said. “It’s good to see our legislators understand the
importance of scientific wildlife management.”m

Hunting Dog Federation and U.P. Bear Houndmen to protect hunting dogs
from anti-hunters and others who intervene in the woods.
The law, effective Jan. 20, states any person other than law enforcement
or animal control officials “shall not willfully or maliciously remove a collar
or a microchip from (a) dog with the intent to remove traceable evidence
of the dog’s ownership.”
“An individual who violates (that law) is responsible for a state civil
infraction and shall be ordered to pay a civil fine of not less than $1,000
and not more than $2,500.”
Mike Thorman, legislative representative for the dog groups, said the
law is needed “because we were having dogs shot in recent years,” and
the culprits removed the dog’s collar in most instances.
Also, “the anti-hunters – and it has happened three times to our hunting
group – where they remove the collars to disrupt the hunt,” Thorman said.
“One time they threw them in the river.”
Thorman said the original bill was amended to include a provision for
removing a microchip to address dog thefts in urban areas, as well.
“In our urban areas there are people who steal dogs and use them for
practice with their pit bulls,” Thorman said.
Michigan United Conservation Clubs Deputy Director Amy Trotter said
MUCC supported dog hunters because removing a dog’s collar “puts the
dog in danger and it’s a personal property issue, as well.”
Thorman testified to the expense of sophisticated tracking collars during
the legislative hearings.
....continued on page 15.
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Michigan bear hunters generally
satisfied with 2016 season with
results similar to last year
By Victor Skinner

MARQUETTE – Michigan bear hunters experienced a
2016 season similar to 2015, with most finding some bears
in both the Upper and Lower peninsulas, as well as signs
of reproduction.
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources issued
a total of 6,896 tags for bears for the 2016 season, which
resulted in a harvest of 1,563 bears, or about five percent
less than the 2015 harvest of 1,625, DNR bear specialist
Kevin Swanson told The Bear Facts.
The 2015 harvest was about 251 bears more than the
desired harvest, and the overharvest for 2016 stood at 208
bears, marking the fifth year in a row hunters have harvested
more bears than the DNR anticipated.
“The number of bears checked here was similar to last
year,” said DNR biologist Mark Boersen, who oversees bear
issues in the northern Lower Peninsula from the Roscommon
DNR station.
“We had many hunters who said I had a bait with a half dozen bears
coming in with several they would consider a shooter bear,” he said. “Most
people were satisfied.”
“Our success rates are very high,” Boersen said. “I don’t think we’re
going to see any big dips in success.”
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said he found bears throughout the
training and hunting seasons near Cadillac, though some times of the
season were more difficult than others.
“Overall, I’m hearing most people were satisfied with the season. The
bears seemed to be pretty healthy and pretty fat,” he said. “In September,
we found a fair number of bears. In early October, finding a bear became
pretty hard. I still believe we don’t have as many bear as we did 20 years
ago.”
MBHA Director Keith Huff offered a similar take.
“The weather was wonderful for the sportsmen this year, but we’re not
finding the bears we are used to seeing,” he said. “I think we did a little
better in the Lower Peninsula than in the upper.”
“I think we’re maintaining (the bear population) well in the Baldwin and
Gladwin units because they’ve been very conservative with their issuing
of the tags” there, Huff said.
Huff added that his crew found signs of cubs this year, a good indication,

Michigan Bear Hunters Association

but other trends he witnessed during
the 2016 season are concerning.
“Talking with the DNR, there seem to
be a lot of big female bears (harvested) this year in the 200 to 250-pound
range,” Huff said. “Talking with people
at the registration stations I know we
harvested at least five sows over the
225-250 range and that’s not a good
indicator. We should be harvesting
more of the smaller bears than the
bigger bears.”
Huff said his crew took four bears
in the Gaylord area and eight in three
trips to the Baraga unit.
One of the hunts near Gaylord
ended in success for Rep. Triston
Cole’s 12-year-old daughter May, who
received a transfer tag.
May downed the 215-pound boar,
her first bear, with a .243 rifle deep in
the brush alongside Huff’s hounds and family, an experience she plans
to commemorate with a rug for her room.
“We took pictures and we drug him out of there. It took six men,” said
May, who helped field-dress her bear. “There was a lot of men coming
out and a lot of support.
“I want to say thank you to all the people who helped me,” she said.
Bear check stations throughout the state contacted by Michigan Outdoor
News reported mixed results for the 2016 season in comparison to last
year.
At Kurt’s Korner in Baraga County registered 39 bears – nine more than
last year – with the largest weighing in at 440 pounds, Patty Paavola told
the news site.
“Everyone seemed pretty happy and the guys running dogs said they
were finding lots of bears,” Paavola said. “We didn’t hear any complaints
about the weather or anything.”
At Luckey’s Sport Shop in Iron County, Gloria Luckey said registrations
were similar to 2015.
“I seemed to get a lot of smaller bears this year. Last year our average
bear weighed about 250 pounds and this year they averaged around 140
to 150 pounds,” Luckey told MON. “Most of them were from bait hunters
this year. I had very few dog hunters. They’re afraid to run their dogs in a
lot of areas because of the wolves.”
Registration numbers were down in Mackinac County and Presque Isle
County in the northern Lower Peninsula.
“Last year we checked 69, this year we just checked 39,” said James
McDonald, with McNeal’s Bar in Gould City. He said new check stations
nearby may have been the reason.
“Our numbers were down this year. We checked 22 or 23 and last year
we had over 30,” said Keith Peacock, with Adrian’s Sport Shop in Rogers
City. “Hunters were just not finding the bears. It was pretty warm, especially
early in the season.”
Gary Morgan, owner of East Lake Outfitters, guided more than a dozen
hunters in Montmorency, Mackinac and Chippewa counties in 2016.
“We didn’t shoot any jumbos, but we did pretty decent – nine for 14,” he
said. “I think the bear numbers are solid in the areas I hunt in, but I don’t
have the years of experience to compare it to 10 years ago.”
...continued on page 7.
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DNR to increase harvest slightly in the
Upper Peninsula, significantly in the
northern Lower
Continued from page 1...

Below the bridge, hunters in the Red Oak BMU harvested 61 more bears
than the desired harvest of 187.
Swanson presented the figures to bear hunting groups at the DNR’s
Bear Forum in St. Ignace in December, when he also laid out the agency’s
harvest recommendations for the 2017 and 2018 seasons that will be presented to the Natural Resources Commission for information in February.
“We’re looking at a pretty mild increase in harvest in the UP, and a
significant increase in our goal harvest in the Lower Peninsula, especially
the Baldwin unit,” Swanson said.
The DNR’s desired harvest for the upcoming two-year regulation cycle
would be 1,175 bears for the UP, or 56 more than the desired harvest
for 2016. That figure is 37 fewer bears than the actual harvest in 2016.
For the Lower Peninsula, the desired harvest for 2017-18 would be 355
bears, or about 149 more than the desired harvest for 2016. The actual
harvest for the Lower Peninsula last year was 321. Much of the increase
in the Lower Peninsula would come in the Baldwin BMU, where the DNR
wants to increase the desired harvest from 43 in 2016 to 90 for 2017-18.
“In the Lower Peninsula, they are proposing to double the tags in the
Baldwin unit, which we think is unnecessary and extreme,” Michigan Bear
Hunters Association President Tim Dusterwinkle said.
Dusterwinkle believes the increase is inspired in large part by an increase in nuisance complaints, particularly along the southern border of
bear country where residents are less familiar with the animals. For hot
spots near Cadillac and others, the MBHA “offered to help the DNR with
supplemental feeding programs to keep bears in the woods and out of
town and getting in trouble,” Dusterwinkle said.
“If we can help mitigate nuisance complaints with some sort of supplemental feeding in May or June, that would be good,” he said.
The MBHA plans to advocate for a more modest increase in harvest for
the Baldwin BMU in conjunction with supplemental feeding to address
nuisance issues.
“To me, doubling the tags is a little extreme,” Dusterwinkle said.
In the Red Oak BMU, where DNR officials are suggesting a 58-bear
increase in the desired harvest to 245 for 2017-18, the MBHA “wanted to
see tags maintained the same,” he said.
“We still feel there’s a long way to go and we’d like to keep (harvest
figures) where they have been the last 2 years,” Dusterwinkle said.
In general, “we would like to see the statewide harvest stay at no higher
than 1,500 and maintain it at 1,500,” he said. During the 2000s, when the
bear harvest eclipsed 2,000 bears per year, “that put a hurt on our bear
population,” Dusterwinkle said.
“Bear numbers don’t rebound like deer,” he said, “it takes much longer.”

Michigan Bear Hunters Association

Dusterwinkle said he plans to testify about the DNR’s proposed regulations at the February NRC meeting.
Swanson acknowledged that leaders from several bear hunting groups
that attended the Bear Forum share the MBHA’s perspective.
“I would say most were in favor of the proposed increase for the UP
harvest, but we’re getting push back from several groups about increasing
the harvest in the Lower Peninsula,” he said. “There were several in favor
of it, but I would say the majority was not.”
Swanson said the department plans to press ahead with the recommendations regardless, and pointed to DNR population estimates and
other data as justification for increasing the harvest.
“The population estimate is very clear the numbers are growing and we’re
getting a lot more conflicts in the northern Lower,” he said.
Nuisance complaints and hunter success rates have trended upwards
in recent years, while hunter effort has trended downward, Swanson said.
“Those are good trend indicators of a growing population when considered with everything else, including the (population) estimates,” he said.
The DNR’s most recent population estimate for pre-hunt 2015 is 9,700
bears in the Upper Peninsula and 2,100 in the Lower Peninsula.
Beyond the desired harvest, DNR officials will also recommend an
increase in the cap for non-resident hunting licenses from the current 2
percent of total licenses available to 5 percent, a move the MBHA also
opposes.
Michigan residents “have to wait 12 to 15 years in some places” to draw
a bear tag, Dusterwinkle said, and the MBHA “doesn’t want to increase the
amount of non-resident tags while our residents have to wait.”
The recommendation would result in about 200 additional tags available for non-residents, out of roughly 7,000 bear hunting licenses sold in
Michigan each year.
The DNR will also move to ban all chocolate in bear bait. MBHA officials
support the concept, but have advocated for a policy that differentiates
between trace amounts of chocolate found in many baits and whole chunks
of chocolate that are more likely to poison bears and other wildlife.
“There is trace amounts of chocolate in just about every bait,” Dusterwinkle said, “and at the same time, we don’t want people using a large
amount of chocolate.”
“So we think there should be some discretion with the officers,” he said.
Michigan United Conservation Clubs Deputy Director Amy Trotter said
MUCC and other groups would also prefer a policy that gives law enforcement discretion to ignore trace amounts of chocolate in bear bait, rather
than a blanket no-chocolate ban.
The MBHA, MUCC, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, and UP Bear
Houndsmen were among the first to call on the DNR to ban chocolate in
bait, “but we did want to see if there was a way to regulate by percentage
of volume or something,” Trotter said.
“There has to be some reasonable enforcement.” m
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Michigan Bear Hunters Association
takes 2017 Convention to Shanty
Creek Resorts

Michigan bear hunters generally
satisfied with 2016 season with
results similar to last year

Continued from page 1...

Continued from page 4...

“I think it’s good to try different venues, move it around a little bit,”
Dusterwinkle said.
The MBHA’s biggest fundraiser of the year will feature a massive
Warchest Raffle, as well as numerous blitz raffles, live auctions, gun
drawings, and other ways to win high-quality gear. The 2017 Warchest
Raffle alone features more than $30,000 in prizes, including a 2016 Polaris
Sportsmen 570 ATV, a two-person bear hunting trip to Ontario, a Polaris
generator, various rifles, a chain saw, paddle boards, coolers, cameras
and more great equipment. Warchest raffle tickets will be drawn at the
convention, but attendance is not necessary to win.
The MBHA will host a meet and greet on Friday, March 17 at the resorts
Bellaire Ballroom North from 7 p.m. to midnight, where hunters can enjoy
fellowship and complementary snacks and appetizers.
The Convention Center will open Saturday at 10 a.m. for registration,
raffle tickets, merchandise, and membership sign-ups, and the official
program will begin at noon with a blitz raffle. Michigan Department of
Natural Resources bear and wolf specialist Kevin Swanson will then give
a presentation on issues with bear management. The presentation will
mark Swanson’s first visit to an MBHA convention since he took over the
state bear management position from Adam Bump in 2014.
A kids program and pizza party also starts at noon. The free event for
kids 14 and under goes until about 2:30 p.m. MBHA officials also arranged
for some outdoor activity, if weather permits.
“There’s a tubing hill adjacent to the building we’re in and we’ll have
free tubing for about an hour Saturday afternoon,” Dusterwinkle said.
At about 1:15 p.m., Bear Hunting Magazine’s Clay Newcomb will give a
special “Defending Our Heritage’ video presentation that highlights hound
hunting for bear in Michigan, a project commissioned by the MBHA.
“That’s going to be the centerpiece for the convention, and we’re really
excited about,” Dusterwinkle said.
The video includes footage with several top bear hound hunters in
Michigan - including members of the MBHA, Michigan Hunting Dog
Federation, and U.P. Bear Houndsmen – during summer training runs
in 2016. The project is aimed at educating the public about what hound
hunting is actually about – family, the hounds, and a proud hunting tradition that dates back generations.
“We’re going to make a cased DVD that will be available at the event,”
Newcomb said. “It’s going to be a really high-quality film.”
The convention will break from about 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., when the
festivities continue with a cocktail hour, raffles and games. State Rep.
Triston Cole will kick off the evening program around 5:30 p.m., followed
by an association update from Dusterwinkle and a delicious buffet dinner
at 6 p.m.
Dan Eichinger, executive director of Michigan United Conservation
Clubs, will address attendees about protecting Michigan’s hunting and
fishing heritage at about 7:15 p.m., leading into the MBHA’s awards presentations for the annual Michigan Bear Management Cooperator patch
design winners, Big Bear awards, and MBHA-Bill Walker Scholarships.
The convention will close with a flurry of raffles, an auction, and the
Warchest Raffle drawing.
Act quickly to reserve a special MBHA hotel rate of $92 a night, plus
other taxes, by the February 16 deadline by calling 866-695-5010. More
information is also available on the Michigan Bear Hunters Association
Facebook page. m

Seemingly few hunters took massive bears, but several registered boars
over 300 pounds.
Escanaba resident Luke Vermote was one of the fortunate ones when he
killed a large boar over bait in Delta County during the third season, Oct. 6.
Vermote was hunting his father’s private property where he had several
bears on camera leading up to the successful evening hunt.
“I probably had a
total of five different
bears on the camera
and this was the one
we were after,” he
said.
Vermote, 32, took
both lungs from about
60 yards with one
shot from his .30-30
and the bear collapsed about 250
yards away. The occasion was a family
affair, he said, with
his father and others
helping to track.
“As soon as we
found first blood, I
turned around and
saw the flashlights
coming through the
woods,” he said.
“When we found it, I
let out the call of the
wild and my wife and
Escanaba resident Luke Vermote downed a
kids came running 390-pound boar while bait hunting on his father's
out.”
property in Delta County on Oct. 6.
“It ended up dressing out at 390 pounds. It was my first bear and probably the biggest I’ll
ever get,” Vermote said.
Michigan DNR officials want to increase the harvest for bears slightly in
the Upper Peninsula and significantly in the northern Lower Peninsula,
particularly in the Baldwin and Red Oak BMUs. Officials contend a growing bear population in both peninsulas, and an increase in bear nuisance
complaints concentrated along the southern edge of Michigan’s bear
country, warrant a harvest increase for the next two seasons.
DNR officials will also suggest a ban on all chocolate in bear bait and
an increase in bear licenses available to non-residents when they present
recommendations to the Natural Resources Commission in February,
Swanson said.
The MBHA is encouraging members to weigh in the DNR proposals
because directors and leaders of several other bear hunting groups prefer
to keep quotas the same to continue to grow the state’s bear population.
The MBHA also opposes an increase in non-resident bear licenses and a
blanket ban on chocolate in bear bait, though directors do support a ban
that allows trace amounts of chocolate found in many common baits.m
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“Nobody is going to want to come up here to hunt, and hunters bring a
lot of money up here,” he said. “It’s silly that’s what it’s come down to.”
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources briefly gained manageContinued from page 1...
ment control over gray wolves after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
By the time Farmer came back from retrieving his gun from his truck, removed the animals from the Endangered Species List in 2012. A selecDuke was stripped from his collar to his hind quarters.
tive and successful hunt in 2013 removed a few dozen wolves before a
“I’ve been close to a lot of animals, like bear, and never been sacred of federal court judge in 2014 reversed the USFWS decision and returned
an animal in my life,” Farmer said. “I’ve never experienced anything like gray wolves to federal protections in Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and
it. It freaked me out, it really did.”
Wyoming. The situation means nobody can kill a wolf, including state ofIt was the second dog killed by what’s believed to be the same pack of ficials, except in the defense of human life.
wolves. During the training season in late July, Gaylord resident Vance Wolf-dog conflicts and attacks on livestock have plagued both Michigan
Gawel’s 10-month-old treeing walker Chief met the same fate with virtually and Wisconsin for years, and officials in both states instituted hunting
the exact same scenario.
seasons to deal with the problems. The wolf attacks on dogs and livestock
“I think I was about four miles east of (Farmer),” Gawel said.
decreased as a result, but are now on the rise again.
Like Farmer, Gawel turned his young hound loose about 200 yards behind “Overall, the dog complaints are certainly higher and the livestock coma nice bear, but Chief never made it to the tree.
plaints are trending upwards compared to last year,” said Dave MacFar“I went back in and I tracked him with my GPS,” until he reached a land, large carnivore specialist with the Wisconsin DNR. “We had a fairly
significant reduction to livestock
related complaints during the
time we had management
authority. They were down 40
to 45 percent, depending on
the metric, now they’re trending
back up.”
Wisconsin recorded 40 hunting dog deaths through late
fall, nearly double the previous
record of 23 last year.
In Michigan - where there
Jordan Farmer, of Wetmore, was chasing a bear with his bluetick
are
fewer wolves and hound
Duke when the 14-month-old hound was attacked and killed by
hunters, as well as a shorter
wolves Oct. 7, marking the second dog kill in an area south of
baiting season – the figures
Rexton in 2016.
are less clear.
Reported hunting dog deaths
are down from
a peak of 17 in
2011, 2013 and
Gaylord resident Vance Gawel's treeing walker Chief
2014, though
was eaten alive by wolves while training south of
many suspect
Rexton in the Upper Peninsula July 31.
the statistics
are unreliable
lone wolf about 100 yards from where the dog was
because many
located that made it clear Gawel wouldn’t be going
hunters do not
any further, he said.
report the in“He had an excited look in his eyes,” said Gawel,
cidents to the
who was also unarmed and decided to make his way
DNR.
back to his buddy. “He kept flanking me. I’d see him
Unlike in Wisevery 20 yards or so. That wolf followed me about
consin,
which
A trail camera near Rexton in the Upper Peninsula caught numerous wolves prowling the
150 yards back until I got to my buddy.”
pays up to
area
this
year
that
are
believed
to
be
responsible
for
at
least
two
hound
deaths.
“I twice considered climbing, but he never got within
$2,500 for any
10 yards. It was wild. In 25 years hunting with dogs,
dog killed by wolves, Michigan hunters are not reimbursed by the state
(I) haven’t been in a situation like that,” Gawel said. “I’m definitely going
and have less of an incentive to report wolf attacks.
to carry a shotgun from now on, but I’m not hunting that area anymore.”
Michigan DNR biologist Brian Roel said a total of 37 livestock were killed
Both Gowel and Farmer said they’ve heard from a lot of UP deer and
by wolves in 24 events through the fall.
hound hunters who believe wolves are taking over the woods and eating
Roell said data on reported hunting dogs killed by wolves doesn’t correlate
deer, dogs, and anything else they can find.
to the increase in Michigan’s wolf population over the years, “unlike with
“It’s not only the hound hunters that are running into problems,” said
livestock depredations where there is a correlation.”
Farmer, a native Yooper. “There’s no deer left in the UP. It’s the wolves.
...continued on page 9
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See Fernelius auto for the best Bear Hunter Deal!
Wolf attacks on hounds
continue to plague the
Upper Peninsula
Continued from page 8...

The limited data also shows that when a
wayward wolf pack kills a dog or livestock, it’s
likely to do it again.
“It does seem like when you do have a depredation pack they do tend to kill dogs again,”
Roell said.
Conservation and hunting groups are working to appeal the 2014 decision, and the court
heard oral arguments in the case in October,
though a resolution is not expected until late
2017, according to the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance.
Hunters have also leaned on lawmakers to remove wolves from the
Endangered Species List through legislation, but repeated attempts to
attach it to other important bills proved unsuccessful.
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle pointed out that Michigan’s roughly
600 wolves exceeded the USFWS recovery goal of 200 a long time ago,
and said he’s hopeful the results of the 2016 election could boost the
chances of delisting through legislation.
With a U.S. Senate, House and executive branch represented by the
same political party – one that’s been supportive of delisting gray wolves in
the Great Lakes as well as state control in general – Dusterwinkle believes
the odds of regaining control over Michigan’s wolves have likely improved.
“I’m optimistic that now we can finally get a resolution to this wolf issue

with legislation. It’s long past due,” he said.
“We’ve exceeded the recovery goal for many
years, and it’s just ridiculous and outrageous
and time management is put back in control
of the states.”
Dusterwinkle said MBHA directors agree
that the Upper Peninsula wolf population is far
too high, and will advocate for all methods of
take, including trapping, for any future hunting
seasons.
“I think it needs to be drastically reduced.
You find wolf tracks all over the place,” he said.
“Bear hunters are not going to the UP anymore,
deer hunters are selling their cabins, it’s just
having wide-ranging repercussions.”
In the meantime, the MBHA, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, UP Bear
Houndsmen and other hound hunting groups are encouraging all hunters
to report wolf-dog conflicts, both to alert other hunters to trouble areas and
to provide the DNR with a means of targeting wayward packs if necessary
when management authority returns to the states.
“The DNR wants to control the bad actor wolves, but if you don’t report
the incident” they have nothing to go on, said Mike Thorman, spokesman
for the Michigan Hunting Dog Federation. “They have to go on facts to
make their case.”
“It’s vitally important hunters do report conflicts with wolves so when we
do get management back, the DNR can target these problem areas and
take out these problem wolves,” Dusterwinkle said.
The Michigan DNR provides a map online highlighting wolf-dog conflicts
by county. It’s available at www.michigan.gov/wolves. m
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Thorman said three bears ended up in the trees when Newcomb visited
Mio the weekend before Labor Day, a stop that featured the Delong family and highlighted the real aspects of hound hunting anti-hunters want
to ignore.
“We talked about it being about family, and hunter license money going
to protect all animals, not just game species,” Thorman said. “We call it
catch and release hunting and it’s not the blood-thirsty sport the antis

Newcomb shot footage for the film over the summer in a series of training
sessions with members of the MBHA, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation
and UP Bear Houndsmen in different areas of the state, and he plans to debut the
video at the MBHA’s spring convention.
The project, funded by the MBHA, is
expected to produce a high-quality video
that will not only entertain those familiar
with the sport, but also provide a tool
the organization will use to educate the
public about running bears with hounds in
Michigan and the traditions and heritage
behind it.
“This is going to be something we’ll be
showing in Lansing to our legislators as
an extension of our summer outings,”
MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said.
“This video will allow us to educate them
as to why we do it and why we love it.”
MBHA directors also hope to incorporate the video into bear hunting clinics
provided by the Department of Natural
Resources, and to screen the film for the Bear Hunting Magazine's Clay Newcomb recorded footage of MBHA members during the 2016 hound training
season for a video featuring hound hunting for bears in Michigan. Newcomb plans to present the 20- to 30-minute
Michigan Wildlife Council, a group headed
video - which also highlights the MBHA's legacy of conservation - at the organization's 2017 convention.
by former MBHA president Matt Pedigo
that’s tasked with educating the public about the symbiotic relationship make it out to be.
“There were kids involved, kids at the tree,” he said. “We want to use it
between outdoorsmen and conservation.
to
show the reality of what hound hunting is all about.”
“There’s nothing that’s been done like it,” Newcomb said. “It’s a cinematic
Huff
said the hunt in Gaylord, also a family affair, started slow but ended
type viewing. There is a lot of emotional appeal videography, great music
with
a
bear in a tree that Newcomb captured from above by drone.
and a lot of high-quality videography and drone shots.”
“It
wasn’t
a real big bear, but we were happy to get one,” Huff said. “(New“I want people when they get done watching it to be impacted, and I
comb)
really
put a lot of work into the video and we’re all anxious to see it.”
think they will.”
Dusterwinkle
said the outing with his family near Cadillac also “went
Newcomb went on a total of five outings: runs with MBHA directors Trent
great,”
and
believes
the one-on-one with top hound hunters in the state
Vruggink and Jason Morrison, and UP Bear Houndsmen’s Joe Hudson in
like
Keith
Huff,
Mike
Thorman, Joe Hudson and others will help to not
separate excursions in the Upper Peninsula, a session with Keith Huff’s
only
highlight
the
sport
itself, but also the heritage and traditions behind it.
family and crew near Gaylord, a trip with Michigan Hunting Dog Federation
“Clay
does
a
great
job,
he’s a professional and we’re looking forward to
spokesman Mike Thorman near Mio, and a stop with Tim Dusterwinkle
seeing
the
video,”
he
said.
and his clan near Cadillac.
Newcomb plans to have cased DVD copies of the video available at
“The film is designed for hound hunters, but it’s also designed to appeal
the
2017 MBHA Convention at Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire on March
to someone who has never hound hunted, and they’d have a picture into
17
and
18.
how hound hunting works, conservation of houndsmen and how hound
“This
is
the kind of video people are going to want to buy and keep,”
hunters are on the side of the bear,” Newcomb said.
he
said.
m
“We talk about family and how the sport has changed with women and
children and family included, the heritage of hound hunting. It’s something
these families have done for generations,” he said.
Newcomb said the summer runs produced a few exciting runs but no treed
bears in the UP, while stops in Gaylord, Mio and Cadillac ended in success.
Thanks for 71 years
“The UP is tough,” he said. “With Mike Thorman we actually treed a
couple of bears.”
of protecting
The varying experiences are “perfect” to “show the whole story,” Newbears and bear
comb said.
hunting.
Despite not treeing a bear in the UP, “we had some great races and
exciting races and we got some good footage,” he said.
A Grateful Hunter

Dear MBHA
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NRC approves centerfire firearms at
night for coyotes, coon, opossum, fox
By Victor Skinner

LANSING – Michigan hunters can now use certain centerfire firearms
at night for hunting coyotes and other animals after years of requests for
more firepower.
“There was a lot of wounded animals,” said Merle Jones, spokesman
for Michigan Predator Hunters for Centerfire at Night.
The group formed specifically to educate NRC commissioners over the
last year about the benefits of loosening restrictions on firearms used to
take coyotes at night, including a larger effective range, and a quicker,

Michigan Bear Hunters Association

ments for special night-vision optics. The move triggered the MBHA and
other groups to weigh in on the discussions.
“The Michigan Bear Hunters Association would like to strongly encourage you to approve the centerfire at night regulations as proposed by
MUCC and MTPCA,” MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle wrote to NRC
commissioners.
“We believe the regulations should be adopted without the onerous
restrictions sought by the MI DNR, particularly the requirement for very
expensive electro-optics scopes,” the letter read. “This equipment can run
into the many hundreds of dollars, and is simply out of reach for many
folks. We feel the only regulation change necessary is to allow centerfire
rifles. Lights that are currently legal should remain legal.”
The NRC focused in on expanding opportunities for taking coyotes yearround in Michigan last year, and Dusterwinkle pointed out that the special
optics requirements run counter to that objective.
“We applaud the Commission’s recent expansion of coyote hunting
(year round), but feel that the regulation as proposed by the DNR is a
step backwards,” Dusterwinkle wrote. “The proposed rules are hardly
conducive to new hunter recruitment, due to cost the barriers of special
equipment required.”
In December, the NRC approved regulations to allow centerfire rifles at
night, without optics, with a restriction to private land only in the shotgun
zone. Many parks and recreation areas still remain closed for centerfire
...continued on page 15.

Michigan Predator Hunters for Centerfire at Night collected signatures and
made several presentations to the Natural Resources Committee last year to
request the use of certain centerfire rifles to take coyotes at night. The MBHA
supported the move, which was approved by the NRC in December.

more humane kill.
“A shotgun is an effective tool if you’re within 50 to 100 yards. Range
is part of it, but that’s really not the biggest problem. You got to have a
firearm that has enough energy to discharge the animal humanely,” Jones
said. “The big thing with the centerfire is it has a lot more energy, more
knock down power.”
“It’s been talked about on and off for 10 years now. Different people approached the DNR about it and they repeatedly got pushed back,” Jones
said. “We started going to every (NRC) meeting … and presented our case.
“We were pretty aggressive with it. We spoke at many meetings with
presentations with ballistics and safety stats from other states,” he said.
Over the summer, the Michigan Trappers and Predator Callers also
secured support for the change at Michigan United Conservation Clubs’
annual convention, which prompted the NRC to engage with the groups
to craft sensible regulations with the help of biologists at the Department
of Natural Resources.
DNR officials were concerned about the increased distance of travel for
centerfire rifles, and initially sought to restrict nighttime use with require-

“Granola, Caramel,
Jelly, Frostings, Fillings,
30# Boxes of Candy, Etc.”
Check our website for prices!
Call for availability!

www.michiganbearbaitman.com
Not For Human Consumption
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Michigan Bear Hunters Association
Promotional Supplies
www.mibearhunters.org

Adult T-Shirts
Adult Crew Sweatshirts
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Adult Small to 2XL = $12.00
3XL to 4XL = $17.00
Small to 2XL = $25.00
Tall T-shirts – Black or Grey Only – XL, 2XL, or 3XL = $20.00
3XL = $30.00
Adult Hooded Sweatshirts
Adult Camo Clothing – Real Tree AP- Dog Logo or State Logo
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo or State Logo
Short Sleeve T-shirts:
Small to XL = $30.00 2XL-3XL = $35.00
Small to 2XL = $30.00
3XL = $35.00
Long Sleeve T-shirt:
Small to XL = $35.00 2XL-3XL = $40.00
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt – Dog Logo or State Logo:
Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt: Small to XL = $70.00 2XL-3XL = $80.00
Black or Grey Only – Small to 2XL = $40.00
Hats - Dog Logo and State Logo
Children's Clothing
Mesh Hats - Various Colors (Listed On-Line) = $12.00
Various Colors (Listed On-Line) - Dog Logo Only
Camoflauge Hats – Mossy Oak or Orange =
$15.00
T-Shirts - Sizes XS to XL =
$8.00
Embroidered Hats =$18.00
Crew Sweatshirts - Sizes XS to XL =
$20.00
Khaki with Mossy Oak Detail – OR – Orange with Mossy Oak Trim
Hooded Sweatshirts - Sizes XS to XL = $25.00
Stainless Steel Coffee Mug with Black Grip = $10.00
Dog Logo or State Logo Patch = $5.00**
Dog Logo or State Logo Decal = $2.00 **(specify inside or outside)
MBHA Memories Book = $10.00
State Logo License Plate = $7.00
2011 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2012 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2013 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2014 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2015 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**
2016 Michigan Bear Management Cooperator (DNR) Patch = $5.00**

ON-LINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE - go to www.mibearhunters.org
Click on Merchandise Tab for more details - Free Shipping on Patches/Decals Not Available On-Line

ORDER FORM
Item

Logo*

Color

Size

*Please indicate Dog Logo or State Logo

Quantity

Please list alternate colors here__________________ - Look On-Line for Color Availability at www.mibearhunters.org
6% Michigan State Sales Tax is included in merchandise price

Shipping

Name
Address
City
Phone

Order Amount
Postage

$0.00 - $25.00
$6.95

Make Checks Payable to:
Credit Cards Accepted:
16 Digit Credit Card Number:
Signature:

Price Each

Total Price

Subtotal

Shipping

Total

Mail and Phone Orders--**Free Shipping on purchase of patches and/or decals**
$25.01 - $50.00
$50.01 -$75.00
$75.01 - $100.00
$100.01 - $150.00
Over $150.00
$7.95
$9.95
$10.95
$12.95
$14.95

State
Zip Code
E-mail
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover (circle one)
3 Digit Security Code:
Expiration Date:

SEND ORDER TO:
Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association (MBHCA)
c/o Maryann Pedigo
5955 Bullard Road, Fenton, MI 48430
(810)-632-7261
E-mail: pedigo.mbhamerchandise@gmail.com

09/2016
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2016-2017 Michigan Bear Hunters Conservation Association

Ticket Price: $50.00 each :: Raffle License Number: C27538
1 in 1,000 Chance of Winning Every Week for 52 Weeks!!!
Drawing Every Friday at 7:30pm from July 1, 2016 through June
23, 2017
Winning number is the Friday evening Michigan Daily 3.
If the raffle ticket for the daily number has not been sold, a drawing from the pool of raffle
ticket stubs sold will take place at 2385 Botsford Rd, Howell, MI 48855 between 7:30p.m. and
8:00p.m. the same day.

TICKETS GO FAST SO ORDER SOON!
Send Check written to MBHCA to
Michael Pedigo– 52 Gun Raffle Chair- 2385 Botsford Rd, Howell, MI 48855
For questions, call (810)577-1220 or email– MBHA52gunraffle@gmail.com
If interested in supporting the Organization and becoming a ticket seller contact Michael
Pedigo at contact information above.
For more information and complete list of prizes go to our website at www.mibearhunters.org
Any Gun Won Can Be Traded for Store Credit at Jay’s in Gaylord or Clare!!

RAFFLE TO STOP ANTI-HUNTERS!
WEEK

DATE

GUN

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

7/1/2016
7/8/2016
7/15/2016
7/22/2016
7/29/2016
8/5/2016
8/12/2016
8/19/2016
8/26/2016
9/2/2016
9/9/2016
9/16/2016
9/23/2016
9/30/2016
10/7/2016
10/14/2016
10/21/2016
10/28/2016
11/4/2016
11/11/2016
11/18/2016
11/25/2016
12/2/2016
12/9/2016
12/16/2016
12/23/2016

REMINGTON VERSA MAX SPRTSMAN 12GA SHOTGUN S/A
MOSSBERG MVP PREDATOR 5.56MM RIFLE BOLT
LEGACY HATSAN MODEL 87 12GA SHOTGUN
RUGER 10/22 S BLACK WALNUT 22LR RIFLE
WEATHERBY SA-08 12GA SHOTGUN
REMINGTON 870 EXP 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
MOSSBERG 500 20GA SHOTGUN PUMP
RUGER AMERICAN 270WIN SYN RIFLE BOLT
BROWNING BPS HUNTER 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
SAVAGE 22MAG/410GA COMBO SHOTGUN O/U
MARLIN 44 MAG RIFLE LEVER ACTION
RUGER 10/22 GATOR 22LR RIFLE
SAVAGE AXIS BLUE 243WIN RIFLE BOLT
MOSSBERG KAYHAN 920 20GA SHOTGUN S/A
THOMPSON CENTER VENTURE LONG W/S 7MM MAG
Winchester XPR 30-06 blue polymer stock
HENRY STEEL FRAME 30-30 RIFLE LEVER ACTION
THOMPSON CENTER VENTURE 270WIN RIFLE
MOSSBERG FLEX 500 12GA SHOTGUN
WEATHERBY 12GA SHOTGUN S/A
RUGER AMERICAN PREDATOR 223 REM BOLT ACTION
STOEGER UPLANDER 12GA SHOTGUN SXS
BROWNING A-BOLT III 30-06SPRG COMP STK RIFLE BOLT
SAVAGE SS DBM SYN XP 7MM08 RIFLE BOLT
MOSSBERG 500 COMBO 12GA SHOTGUN PUMP
MARLIN 336C 30-30WIN RIFLE LEVER ACTION
www.mibearhunters.org

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

12/30/2016
RUGER AMERICAN 30-06SPRG SYN RIFLE BOLT
1/6/2017
WEATHERBY VANGUARD SELECT 308WIN RIFLE
1/13/2017
CVA SCOUT V2 300BLK RIFLE SCOPED W/ CASE
1/20/2017
SAVAGE AXIS SR 308WIN BOLT
1/27/2017
RUGER 25-06 REM RIFLE BOLT
2/3/2017
WINCHESTER 20GA WATERFOWL MAX5 SHOTGUN PUMP
2/10/2017
COLT M4 OPS 22LR RIFLE S/A
2/17/2017 WEATHERBY SA-459 THREAT RESPONSE 12GA SHOTGUN S/A
2/24/2017
SAVAGE B-MAG 17WSM SS SYN RIFLE BOLT
3/3/2017THOMPSON CENTER ENCORE SST CAMO FX 50 CAL MUZZLELOADER
3/10/2017
RUGER AMERICAN-C 22-250REM RIFLE BOLT
3/17/2017
DEL-TON AR-15 5.56MM RIFLE S/A
3/24/2017
BROWNING A-BOLT HUNT 7MM REM RIFLE
3/31/2017
SMITH & WESSON MP 15 SPORT 5.56 RIFLE
4/7/2017
STOEGER COACH 20GA SHOTGUN SXS
4/14/2017
RUGER AMERICAN 270WIN SS ALL WEATHER RIFLE BOLT
4/21/2017
MARLIN 336W 30-30WIN RIFLE LEVER ACTION
4/28/2017
TIKKA T3 LITE 243WIN RIFLE BOLT
5/5/2017
REMINGTON 700 SPS 30-06SPRG RIFLE BOLT
5/12/2017
FRANCHI AFFINITY 20GA SYN SHOTGUN S/A
5/19/2017
HOWA 1500 7MM-08 FOXY WOODS RIFLE BOLT
5/26/2017
RUGER AMERICAN 223 REM BOLT
6/2/2017
BERETTA TIKKA T3 LITE 270WIN
6/9/2017
MOSSBERG 500 FLD 12 GA PUMP SHOTGUN
6/16/2017
HENRY BIG BOY 44MAG/44SPL RIFLE LEVER
6/23/2017
BERETTA A300 OUTLANDER 12GA WOOD SHOTGUN S/A

– www.facebook.com/mibearhunters
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NRC approves centerfire firearms at
night for coyotes, coon, opossum, fox
Continued from page 11...

use and special restrictions for nighttime hunting also apply during the
deer firearm season.
MPHCN initially requested a caliber restriction at .224, and commissioners briefly considered 6.5 mm before settling on a .269 threshold.
“We were happy because that was more than we asked for,” Jones said.
“By going to the .269 caliber or smaller it includes all the calibers that
are commonly referred to as 6.5 mm,” DNR furbearer specialist Adam
Bump said.
DNR officials also broadened the initial proposal to include other species, he said.
“The real focus of the stakeholder groups … has been for the use to take
coyotes,” Bump said, but DNR officials “expanded it to furbearers you can
take at night … to keep the regulations consistent.”
Michigan United Conservation Club’s Drew YoungeDyke attributed
the new regulations to numerous groups coalescing behind persistent
predator hunters.
“When you have one club saying we want this, it carries some weight,”
he said. “But when you have our group, what you have is 250 organizations saying we support this.”
Jones said he was surprised by the stiff resistance hunters faced from
the DNR wildlife and law enforcement divisions early on in the process,
but he commended NRC commissioners for keeping an open mind.
“The DNR’s standpoint was people would be out shooting at eyes and
not identifying animals,” Jones said. “I realized how negative of an opinion
that certain people in the DNR have of sportsmen in the state, and that’s
what kept me going. Law enforcement and wildlife (divisions) made this
very difficult.”
“I was extremely impressed with the NRC and the people on the commission,” he said. “They were very receptive to the arguments and listening
to people.”m
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Lawmakers move to protect sporting
dogs, regulate large-scale kennels
Continued from page 3...

Trotter pointed out the new law also works in conjunction with Michigan’s
existing hunter harassment laws.
“It doesn’t take anything from the existing hunter harassment law,” Trotter
said. “You could still be hit with both of those.”
“We’re real pleased (the collar bill) went through and it’s another tool we
can use to protect our hounds,” MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said.
“Hopefully, it’s a deterrent to anti-hunters.”
Michigan legislators also passed a long-discussed “puppy mill bill” to
define and regulate large-scale kennels. The idea to impose numerous
restrictions on large breeders – or puppy mills – originated from the
Michigan Humane Society several years ago, and initially set a threshold
of five or more intact females to trigger strict regulations.
Thorman, Trotter and others intervened to help negotiate a more appropriate threshold that was ultimately adopted in House Bill 4353, which
takes effect March 29.
The law states “’large-scale dog breeding kennel’ means a facility where
more than 15 female intact dogs over the age of 4 months are housed or
kept for the primary purpose of breeding.”
It also gives authority to the Department of Agriculture to develop a rulemaking committee to oversee large-scale dog breeding kennels.
“We didn’t want our legal, law-abiding sporting dog owners to be swept
into the legislation for these puppy mills,” Trotter said, adding that she’s
working to ensure hunters are included in the Department of Agriculture
committee.
“The Hunting Dog Federation and MUCC remain vigilant in when the
rule making process moves forward, we have asked legislative members
…. To remember we’re interested in this issue,” she said.
Dusterwinkle commended Thorman for following the issue for several
years to ensure a fair outcome for the hound hunting community.
“I don’t know any bear hunter that keeps that many females,” he said.
“We’re really happy with that, and we all agreed to it.”
Thorman “worked very hard between the holidays on that, and without
him I don’t know what would have happened,” Dusterwinkle said.
Last-minute legislative finagling nearly required the Department of
Agriculture to adopt a mandatory committee stacked against hunters to
oversee large-scale breeders, Thorman said.
But Reps. Triston Cole and Jon Bumstead intervened, along with Sens.
Tom Casperson and Mike Green and others, to ensure state officials
develop a balanced committee representing all interests.
“Basically, it was a completely loaded committee with no hunters whatsoever,” Thorman said. “We had to call in all our friends.”m
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Conservation Roundup
Montana trapping

Michigan Bear Hunters Association

and coyotes.
Similar laws are in place in Arizona, California, Colorado, Massachusetts
and Washington, according to USSA.
“Initiative 177 was a bad measure. It was bad for wildlife management
and bad for Montana in general. It was unsafe, expensive and would have
forced Montanans to suffer severe losses before rectifying a situation,”
USSA CEO Evan Heusinkveld said.

Norway wolves

The Michigan Bear Hunters Association donated $1,500 to a successful
campaign to defeat Montana’s Initiative 177 in the November election, a
measure that would have nearly eliminated trapping in Big Sky Country.
Anti-hunting groups paid signature gatherers to qualify a trapping ban
for the state’s ballot shortly before the deadline in July, but a resounding
63 percent of voters rejected the proposal Nov. 8 after the MBHA and
other hunting groups across the country rallied to help preserve the rights
of Montana residents to trap on public lands.
The MBHA made a donation toward the effort through the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance, which helps to coordinate resources to fight against efforts
to strip away hunting rights.
“We have a long history of helping other states with anti-hunting and
anti-trapping initiatives. We’ve spent over $400,000 over the last 20 years
to fight anti-hunters in Alaska, California, Montana, Florida, Delaware, New
Jersey, Maine and Michigan,” MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle said.
“A lot of our money we donate to help other states we do it through the
USSA,” he said. “They are awesome. They do a great job and we trust
them. They get boots on the ground in these battleground states.”
Initiative 177 would have limited trapping in Montana to a last resort to
manage wildlife on private land only, and would have required landowners
to document an ongoing problem for a month before resorting to lethal
methods.
The result would have undoubtedly increased the cost for local municipalities to manage nuisance wildlife like beavers and raccoons, and
force farmers to endure livestock attacks from wolves, mountain lions

As Great Lakes states struggle to regain authority to manage wolves
– over 600 in Michigan, or about 400 over the intended recovery goal –
countries like Norway are taking a more proactive approach to avoid a
similar situation.
Increasing complaints about wolf attacks on hunting dogs and pets
convinced the government to approve a serious cull of up to 47 of the 68
wolves in the country, though some suggest there’s more wolves than
researchers realize.
“Under the arrangements, 24 wolves will be shot within the region of
the country designated for wolf habitat, while another 13 will be shot in
neighboring regions and a further 10 in other areas of the country,” the
Guardian reports.
“According to environmental groups, the number of wolves the government plans to kill this year is greater than in any year since 1911.”
The cull, accomplished by licensed hunters, is currently under appeal
by environmental groups as locals along the Norwegian border hold vigils
for their dogs killed by wolves.
“It’s a problem that is just getting worse and worse,” Sofie Rockmyr, of
Torsby, told The Local. “It’s about a lot more than just hunting dogs, it’s
also pets and livestock.”
Rockmyr said her friends have lost hunting dogs, and she’s worried
hers could be next.
“It’s always something you’re afraid of,” she said. “I know lots of people
whose dogs have been killed, and also dogs that have survived after being attacked by a wolf.”

New Jersey bears

New Jersey lawmakers want to end bear hunting through legislation
aimed at declaring the black bear a non-game species, or to cancel the
expansion of bear hunting seasons in the state approved for 2016.
Assembly Bill 3527 would designate black bears as a non-game species ineligible to hunt, while a different resolution opposes the expansion
approved in 2016 to control the state’s roughly 3,000 bears in areas with
persistent nuisance complaints, Lehigh Valley Live reports.
“The first thing that one notices about the sponsors and co-sponsors
of these bills is that there is no bear hunting in any of their districts; they
are not part of the current bear management zones established by the
Division of Fish and Wildlife,” Ed Markowski, a retired conservation officer
and trustee for the New Jersey Outdoor Alliance, wrote in an editorial for
the news site.
“It appears that a group of animal-rights legislators who have no idea
about sound management of wildlife is attempting to impose legislation on
the rest of the state, that if passed, will place our citizens in harm’s way of
an ever-expanding population of black bears.”
“This attempt at legislation is the first step to limit hunting in New Jersey
and should be a wake-up call to all of our hunters, trappers and fishermen
that if they don’t get involved they stand to lose their rights to hunt, fish
and trap in New Jersey,” he continued.
“Animal rights organizations are spending a lot of time and money to
encourage legislators to introduce legislation to end hunting and trapping
...continued on page 17.
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Conservation Roundup
Continued from page 16...

in New Jersey. The only goal of these legislators is to be re-elected, not
the passage of sound legislation that would protect both the wildlife and
the citizens of our state.”
The Alliance is calling on hunters and taxpayers to call their legislators
to oppose both pieces of legislation and to join with the Alliance and the
New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs to fight back against
anti-hunters.

Romanian bears, wolves, lynx and
cats

The Romanian government ended hunting for brown bears, wolves,
lynx and wild cats in the country after the 2016 season in response to a
petition signed by 11,000 activists aimed at imposing a hunting ban, The
Guardian reports.
The decision, made in October, is designed to align with animal protections in the European Union that prohibit hunting unless there’s a proven
danger to humans. Romania used the exception to justify a hunting quota
of 550 bears, 600 wolves and 500 big cats for 2016, but is now pulling
the plug on the lucrative hunting industry at the behest of anti-hunters.
Instead of hunting, the government plans to assemble a paramilitary
police force to vet frequent reports of damage from large carnivores in
rural areas and selectively remove animals and “rewild” them someplace
else, according to the news site.
“Damages caused by large carnivores are a very real concern in the
countryside,” local bear specialist Csaba Domokos said, adding that he
disagrees with rural farmers who believe hunting is the most effective
way to curb attacks.
“ … The rural population believe that hunting is the answer, and unless
they can be convinced otherwise, people may well start to take the problem
into their own hands,” he said.
“To some extent, hunting acts as a financial incentive for wildlife management, from preventing poaching to conserving habitats,” he said. “There
is some concern that once you take that away, the government will not
invest enough to replace it.”

Yellowstone grizzlies

Federal officials met in November to further discussions about removing
grizzly bears in Yellowstone National Park from the Endangered Species
List. The move comes after decades of federal protection increased the
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population from an estimated 136 bears in the park in 1975 to more than
700 today, the Christian Science Monitor reports.
“Grizzly bears are moving into areas outside the recovery zone,” Frank
von Manen, a wildlife biologist and leader of the Interagency Grizzly Bear
Study Team, told the Associated Press in 2016. “They are getting into
more and more of those areas where the potential for conflicts are greater.”
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service first suggested the delisting in March
and the three states with lands in the park – Wyoming, Montana and Idaho
– have since began crafting regulations for potential hunting seasons with
specific quotas and careful rules to protect the population.
The move raised the ire of anti-hunters who have argued against it
because of supposed declines in foods the bears rely on, like cutthroat
trout, which is allegedly tied to climate change, according to the Christian
Science Monitor.
Others have alleged grizzly hunts could negatively impact Yellowstone
tourism.
Regardless, the USFWS met with wildlife officials from all three states
in Cody, Wyoming in mid-November to move forward with a plan to
maintain the population at 600 grizzlies or more through hunts managed
by the states.
The USFWS is now reviewing more than 650,000 public comments on
the possible delisting before making a final decision.

Arizona mountain lions and
bobcats

Lawmakers in Arizona are considering legislation to ban mountain lion
and bobcat hunting.
Arizona state Sen. Steve Farley, a Democrat from Tucson, proposed
Senate Bill 1182 in January to categorize both bobcats and mountain
lions in the state as protected species, which would effectively impose a
hunting ban on the animals.
Both cats are currently managed by the Arizona Fish and Game Department through tightly controlled hunts, and the move to end the seasons
follows similar efforts by anti-hunters to cancel hunting rights in other
western states, according to the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance.
“This is nothing more than an anti-hunting legislator acting as a pawn
for the animal-rights movement,” said Brian Lynn, USSA vice president of
communications. “When anti-hunting groups identified five states to ban
mountain lion hunting last year, and then this year legislation is introduced,
you have to ask if the people of Arizona are truly being represented by
their legislature.
“Playing politics with wildlife management has dire consequences for
everyone in the state, not to mention the environment,” he said.
The USSA is urging sportsmen to contact Farley and other state legislators to speak out against the bill. m
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sought to legitimize the guiding profession and protect those who use
guiding services, said Amy Trotter, deputy director for Michigan United
Conservation Clubs.
By Victor Skinner
Currently, Michigan does not regulate commercial hunting guides or
LANSING – Legislation aimed at regulating commercial hunting and inland fishing guides, but does oversee Great Lakes fishermen.
Proposed requirements outlined in the bills included CPR certification
fishing guides in Michigan stalled in the state Senate during the last
and proof of liability insurance, a valid driver’s license or state ID, a base
legislative session.
Three tie-barred bills introduced by Sens. Dale Zorn and Mike Green hunting or fishing license, and a record clear of fish and game violations
– SB 1070, SB 1071 and SB 1072 – aimed to establish regulations for or felony convictions for several years.
Guides also would have been required to be eligible to buy a license for
Michigan’s hunting and inland fishing guides enforced through the Departthe species they intend to guide for, so those guiding for species limited
ment of Natural Resources.
SB 1070 addressed regulations for inland fishing guides, SB 1072 set to state residents, for instance, would have been required to be state
parameters for commercial hunting guides, and SB 1071 created a fee residents.
The legislation would have required guides approved by the DNR to
for the three-year licenses, originally proposed to be $150.
Michigan Bear Hunters Association President Tim Dusterwinkle, Michigan submit periodic reports for counties they operate in detailing their clients,
Hunting Dog Federation spokesman Mike Thorman, UP Bear Houndmen the number of animals and species harvested, and other data.
Members of the Senate Committee on Outdoor Recreation and Tourism
president Joe Hudson as well as a few hunting guides testified in support
increased the three-year license fee to $500 for a resident and $750 for
of the legislation in a Senate committee hearing in September.
The bills were intended to set basic requirements for guides and ad- nonresidents at a meeting in October, then voted unanimously to send
dress complaints about conflicts with other outdoorsmen. The effort also the legislation to the full Senate for approval.
Members of the Senate Republican Caucus then
questioned the need for new fees and regulations,
and the bill package stalled, Trotter said.
The fees, which were increased at the suggestion
of guides who testified in committee, “proved to be
challenging for some of the caucus members,” Trotter
said. “They were challenged about whether it was
even needed at all.”
The bills have not been reintroduced during the
current legislative session. MUCC plans to work on
educating a large crop of new lawmakers about the
need to regulate guides broaching the issue again in
2017, Trotter said.
“I think we’ll seek out more co-sponsors and do
a little more work prior to the reintroduction (in the
current) session,” she said.
Thorman believes the bills stalled largely because
of a lack of understanding among lawmakers about
why it’s needed, and a general aversion to creating
new regulations and fees during an election year.
“Nobody showed up to testify against it,” he said.
A package of bills aimed at regulating commercial hunting and fishing guides in Michigan stalled in the state “Guides actually testified for it.”
Senate this winter over concerns about the proposed cost of a license and the need for new regulations.
Dusterwinkle said the MBHA plans to continue to
support the move despite the setback, largely as a
means to reduce conflicts in the woods and protect the state’s natural
resources against bad actors.
“It’s kind of a free-for-all,” Dusterwinkle said of the current situation.
Delivering premium dog food statewide by the
“These guides … are making money off what’s really everyone’s bears, and
ton. THE PRIDE and HI-STANDARD brand dog
we’re seeing some shady characters who don’t care about the resource,
food. These are meat based high quality feeds
they just care about the money.”m
formulated for hunters and breeders.
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prices. Trade-ins considered on Garmin Equipment.
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MBHA shows lawmakers what hound
hunting for bears is all about

“It was very cool to see the organization and the amount of work that goes
into it, and the amount of knowledge.”
“We were able to tree a bear. It’s one thing to learn how the dogs were
Continued from page 2...
tracking the bear, but (it’s another) to see how they adjusted the dogs
“I didn’t know how I’d be received. I was the only man of color, and for once the bear is treed,” Stamas said. “There’s a lot of knowledge and
them to accept me and treat me like family … what an incredible experi- training that goes into it.”
“It was awesome
ence to know there’s
to watch. It was an
some good people
honor and a privilege
up there,” he said,
to get to do it,” he
adding that he fully
said, adding thanks to
embraced the experiall who help with the
ence.
successful training
“They didn’t think I’d
session.
run into the swamp as
“All of the state reps
fast as I did,” Santana
and lawmakers had a
said.
wonderful time with
Cole said he helped
us,” Huff said. “They
to coordinate the sucwere just great guys
cessful training sesto be with.
sion with Santana,
“They really didn’t
as well as another
understand the sport
with Sen. Jim Stamas,
at all, but they’re willbecause his experiing to come back and
ence with Huff and
will apply for bear perthe MBHA has been
mits now,” he said.
an eye-opener.
MBHA President
“The Michigan Bear
Tim Dusterwinkle,
Hunters Association
who hosted Rep.
members have been
Bruce Rendon and
delightful to work with
to R: MBHA director Ernie Evans, Charlie Dusterwinkle, Beau Dusterwinkle, MBHA President Tim Dusterwinkle, his wife Daire for a
to get hunting and
MBHA Vice-President Michael Pedigo, Rep. elect Daire Rendon, Rep. Bruce Rendon,
training session near
non-hunting members
Kris Marcusse, Ed Shaw, DNR.
Cadillac, said the orof the state legislature
ganization joined with the Michigan Hunting Dog Federation and UP Bear
out in the woods to experience bear hunting with hounds,” he said.
Some, like Santana, “are people who have zero experience and zero Houndsmen to host several lawmakers in 2015 and decided to make it
an annual event.
connections into our world of hunting and fishing,” Cole said.
“We had four of five legislators this year and it’s just exposing them to a
Santana said he told some of his constituents in Detroit about the outing, and his plan to apply for a bear license to go again, and “they said, sport they most likely have never participated in before,” he said. “It helps
them to understand where we’re coming from when they are considering
‘Are you crazy?’”
legislation that affects us.”
“I really like the sport,” Santana said.
Dusterwinkle said the Rendons also enjoyed their time with his family,
Stamas, who went with Huff and crew on a different day, said he too
was impressed by the well-organized family affair, and the group’s obvious and the MBHA plans to work with the Michigan Sportsmen’s Caucus
Advisory Council to get more lawmakers from both political parties in the
respect for their hounds and the bears.
“I don’t know that I had an expectation” of what the experience would be woods chasing bears in 2017.
Daire Rendon was elected to her husband’s House seat in the November
like, Stamas said, “but what I saw was a group of individuals with a true
passion for the outdoors and our animals, with a huge respect for the bears. election. Bruce Rendon was term limited.
Santana was also term limited and replaced by his wife, Sylvia Santana.
“It was family,” he said. “It was fathers and daughters, and fathers and
Stamas is next up for re-election in 2018. m
sons, mothers, cousins, wives and brothers.”
“It was amazing to watch … the way they worked with the dogs,” he said.
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MBHA and other bear hunting groups
to host legislative breakfast in March
By Victor Skinner

LANSING – The Michigan Bear Hunters Association is teaming with
the UP Bear Houndsmen and Michigan Hunting Dog Federation to host
state lawmakers in Lansing for an educational breakfast program about
bear hunting.
The effort is part of a series of legislative breakfast meetings with members of the Michigan Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus that’s organized
through the Michigan Sportsmen’s Caucus Advisory Council – a group
comprised of representatives from the conservation community, including
the MBHA.
Several dozen lawmakers from both parties are expected to attend the
March 9 event, when bear hunting groups plan to give a video presentation
about hunting bears with hounds and give away several impressive prizes.
“We’re going to do a short presentation … and we’re going to give
away a crossbow and a rifle and other prizes,” MBHA President Tim
Dusterwinkle said.
The MBHA commissioned Bear Hunting Magazine’s Clay Newcomb to
develop a feature video about Michigan’s proud tradition of hunting bears
with hounds, and Newcomb participated in several training runs with
members of all three bear hound groups last summer to record footage.
Newcomb plans to debut the “Defending Traditions” film at the MBHA’s
convention March 17 and 18, and to craft a shortened version for the
Michigan Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus presentation, he said.
“I think it will keep their attention and they will really learn about hound
hunting and appreciate it,” Newcomb said. “That was one of the goals of
the film, that you guys can use it for legislators” or other groups to present
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a realistic look at hound hunting for bears.
Mike Thorman, legislative liaison for hound hunters, pointed out that the
2017 Michigan legislature includes dozens of new lawmakers, and most
likely have little knowledge of hunting with hounds.
Representatives from hunting groups initially met with lawmakers at a
Jan. 31 event sponsored by Michigan United Conservation Clubs, he said,
and the legislative breakfast in March gives the MBHA and partners an
opportunity to focus in on hound hunting in particular.
“It’s a great chance to be able to highlight what we do,” Thorman said.
“You only have one chance to make a first impression, and you want
these 40-something new people to know we’re politically active and we’re
serious.”
MUCC Deputy Director Amy Trotter said the legislative breakfasts and
meet-and-greet are among numerous ways hunting and fishing groups are
reaching out to 44 new state lawmakers in 2017. Hound hunters also plan
to host lawmakers on training runs during the summer and other groups
hold similar outings throughout the year.
“We’re definitely encouraging people to get out and meet their legislators
and educate them on important things,” Trotter said. “We’re going to do a lot
of work in the next six months introducing ourselves to the legislators.”m
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36 Channel..................................... $680.00
48 Channel..................................... $685.00
7 x 4 1/2 x 2 3/4, 2 1/2 lbs.

Comes with rechargeable battery and charger,
single piece ear phone, padded nylon case with
shoulder strap and belt loop. Two dogs per channel availability. One year manufacturer warranty

RB

3 Channel....................................... $500.00
6 Channel....................................... $530.00
10 Channel..................................... $530.00
12 Channel..................................... $590.00
24 Channel..................................... $625.00
36 Channel..................................... $640.00
48 Channel..................................... $645.00
Add $40.00 for the recharge option
8 1/2 x 4 x 4 1/2, 3 lbs.

Waterproof aluminum case, two collars per channel
availability, without recharge uses 8 AA batteries.
One year manufacturer warranty

COLLARS

Standard “D”
(12 1/2 ounces)
16,000 battery life hours.
For larger tree dogs.
Standard “c”
(10 ounces)
8,000 battery life hours.
Good for all around hunting dogs.
Standard LIGHT
(8 1/2 ounces)
4,000 battery life hours.
Good for small hunting dogs.
ULTRA LIGHT
(4 ounces)
2,000 battery life hours.
One year warranty on transmitter.

Collars $125.00

With Tree Switch $135.00
One year warranty on transmitter.

DIRECTIONAL YAGI’S

3 element
$75.00
5 element
$110.00
Non-directional antenna
magnetic based
$45.00
Extra shut-off magnets
$1.00

Cindy Huff
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